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ce Providence never intended that any ſtate here ſhould be completely 
c happy, or entirely miſerable. If greatneſs flatter our vanity, it 
ce multiplies our dangers; if opulence increaſe our gratifications, it 
& increaſes in the ſame proportion our deſires and demands: but 
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CHAP. I. 


HE abſence of Sir William and her 
Gillen: competitor gave the Empreſs a 
tranſient. reſpite from the practice of that 
hypocriſy which now became Span 
neceſſary to the accompliſhment of new 
ſchemes, and ſtill deeper plans— and in 
all the {i olitary ſtate « .unſogial greatneſs, 
ſhe- paſſed ſeveral hours, approving or- 
rejecting 1 leas whie 1 her | fertile 7 
imagination fought to 
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ſuddenly ftarting from the couch wheres 
ſhe had thrown herſelf — * No,” cried. 
ſhe—*< I mult not indulge theſe chimeri- 
< cal notions—Ze cannot forget—or, if 
«-be could -I never could be bis.” 


8 „ = 
— 


The ſubject was inimical to her proud 
ſpirit—It was not to be purſued—there- 
fore, catching up a taper, ſhe ruſhed into 
the gallery which communicated with 
F all the chambers on that ſtory, and took 
0 ſeveral haſty turns in all the agony of a 
1 perturbed mind When ſuddenly caſting 
an unquiet glance over the gloomy ob- 
ſcurity which ſeveral half-expiring lamps 
1 cContributed to increaſe, ſhe ſhuddered— 
4 Another ſubject for laſting regret preſſed 
upon recollection, which the preſent 
ſcene heightened to a degree of terror. 


' She could pot help reverting to paſt 
* ſcenes — The figure of the perſecuted *© 
Matilda filled her imagination; and in a 
. receſs * W a , arch, whoſe 
oY. Pillars 


„n py r 
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Siber projected beyond the ſtone walls, 
ſhe almoſt fancied the weeping maid 
kneeling before a crucifix, and waſting 
a harmleſs life in tears of 3 a 
, diſappointment. 


/ 7 * ; 2 
In that retributive moment, of how. 
f little effect were the conſolations held 


out by pride and gratified ambition. 


Matilda - deſtroyed, as was too probable 
by ker cruel machinations, preſented, 
-by the illuſion of a diſturbed conſcience, 
a picture that deadened every lively ex- 
pectation of future glory—and forced 
even a tear of bitter compunction. 


Thus paſſed a miſerable hour in which 
the repentant princeſs experienced the 
inefficacy of earthly reſolutions. © I can- 


© not,” ſhe thought, © reſtore, even if - 


living, the object of Stephen's for- 
© mer affetions—But I can give him his 
ce freedom— can conciliate his eſteem, 
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< and bind him to my cauſe by motives 
« of intereſt—Yes, much-wronged cou- 
| 4 ſin, it ſhall be the buſineſs of Maud's 
3 d future life to atone for her former in- 
15 s Juſtice.” With this reſolution ſhe at- 
* tempted to blunt the acuteneſs of her 
= ſenſations ; but ſtill the picture ſhe had 
fancied reverted to her imagination 
Matilda was in the fore- ground of the 
piece, and to deſtroy an illuſion ſo glar- 
ing the arch became a ſubject of inveſti- 
=  - | gation—And ſhe ſtood contemplating the 
=_—. ſtatue ofa Saxon goddeſs, whoſe attitude 
| correſponded with the idea her preſent 
1 feelings had ſo ſuperſtitiouſly created. 


=_ - - While - thus deeply attentive to the 
i vt | 1 ſubject of her meditation, Maud was ef- 
8 fectually diſturbed by a faint and hollow 
groan, which appeared to ariſe from the 
baſe of the ſtatue; and before ſhe could 

recover from the horror it excited, ano- 

Fs | ther more ſhrill and feeble fixed her to 
the 


* 
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the ſpot, when the ſound of diſtant voices 


once more arouſed her to a ſenſe of re- 


collection and ſhe was haſtily quitting 


the gallery, when glancing_ towards the + 


arch ſhe perceived a low door m the 


back of it. A fudden impulſe which 
has ſometimes been miſtaken for cou- 
rage, induced, the Empreſs to examine 
it more cloſely; when finding it ſnake | 


beneath her hand, ſhe felt much of her 
apprehenſion abated from the idea that 


it communicated with the lower apart- 
ments But the indications of diſtreſs 
which ſtill vibrated on her nerves, from 


whence could they ariſe The voices too 
—* Perhaps,” 
monarch, © ſome treachery is agitating— 


This door,“ and ſhe gently preſſed 


againſt it; © may admit the traitors— 
„ and yet I have no reaſon for ſuch. 


— 


on ſuſpicions,” e . 


thought the perplexed 


While 
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While thus debating, ſhe, cautiouſly 
ſhook it, which ſuddenly yielding, dif- 
covered a flight of itone ſteps that termi- 
nated in a ſmall] arched paſſage, illumi- 
nated with a lamp; and again the faint 
tones of diſtreſs met her ear, mixed with 

the ſoothings of compaſſion. It now 
ſtruck the Empreſs, that Stephen's apart- 
ment muſt be ſomewhere near this paſ- 
fage, and without one inftant's delibera- 
tion ſhe lightly deſcended At the bot- 
tem of the ſteps a kind of hatch opened 
to a narrow, but lofty room, from the 
oppoſite ſide of which, a light iſſued 
through a half cloſed door Here Maud 
ſuddenly ſtopped for ſhe could plainly 
diſcinguiſh the low complainings of a fe- 
male voice. : 


4 r 228 — > 4 
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Entirely relieved from any fear of 
| danger, ſhe advanced with a view of elu- 
cidating this myſtery—and ſoftly enter- 
ing the room, beheld an elegant wo- 
„„ | ca” 
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man * on the boſom of Sir Wil- 

liam de Evreux - At her feet knelt the 

empaſſioned Stephen, whoſe eyes over- 

flowing with tenderneſs, were fixed. on the 

lovely form before him With a ſoft and 
tremulous movement the Empreſs imper- 

ceptibly reached this intereſting group 
and at the ſame inſtant diſcovered in the 
object of Stephen's fond admiration Ma- 

tilda - the fo recently en and long 
| toſt Matias. 


Fearfully, and as if conſcious of all the 
evils this untimely event would produce, 
Matilda clung ſtill cloſer to the ancient 
ſriend, by whom ſhe was ſupported 
While Stephen, ariſing, claſped his hands 

as though de precating the wrath which 

was rapidly collecting in the enflamed 
countenance of his unwelcome gueſt ;. + 
who ſtepping towards Sir William, gazed _ 

with a half-believing eye on the almoſt. _ 
lifeleſs burthen ; while a ſentiment com- 1 
A 4 poſed 
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poſed of diſappointment, hatred: revenge 
and jealouſy, gave her working features 
a terrible expreſſion. 


That the Count was married, and fa- 
ther of a ſon, had long been known to 
the Empreſs; but that Matilda of Bo- 
logne ſhould be the mother of his infant, 
Was left to the preſent ſcene to illuſ- 
trate—For ſtrange as it might appear, 
it had been a conſtant object of Stephen's 
care, to keep the real origin of his con- 
ſort a ſecret, till ſafely ſeated on the 
Engliſh throne, he might produce her 
as the defeater of a proud and reſentful 
woman's claim. Not that in the com- 
mon courſe oſ things, ſuch an intention 
could have ſucceeded ; but the ſecret, 
yet longindulged hopes of two illuſtrious 
families had reduced this reſolution toa 


_ . certainty ; and the houſes of Blois and 


Bologne, in conſideration of Maud's vin= 
dictive and ee diſpoſition, united 
| "MM 
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in a deception t that might lull her fears 

in a happy ſecurity, till they could con- 

gratulate their offspring in the moſt de- 
cided my: „ — ors 5 


What 2 moment then was this for the 
Empreſs—and how ſoon the tear which 
a ſuddenly awakened conſcience had left 
upon her, cheek as dried by the burn- 
ing bluſh of malignant anger. All the 
late energies of her ſoul, which, while 
ſhe believed the injured woman had fal- 
len a prey to her machinations, were ex- 

preſſed by ſighs and tears, now vaniſhed 
with their effects—and Matilda became 
once more the ſubje& of uncontrolled 
rage And when Stephen, who in that 
perilous, moment felt more for his wife 
than a ſenſe of his perſonal danger could 
create, interpoſed between her and the 
Empreſs, dreading the conſequence of 
a fury ſo untamable, Maud retreated 
11 while ſearcely able to denounce the 


A 5 vengeance 
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vengeance ſhe meditated, bid him with 


a ſarcaſtic, yet menicing air“ make 4 


«c the moſt of his precious moments.“ 


Too well was this hint underſteod by 
the wretched trio; and Sir William, who 
felt an awkward conſciouſneſs of diflimu- 
lation, had not offered a word during his 


monarch's preſence, no ſooner beheld, 
her wrathful departure, then he exclaimed 


— * Now, by my ſpurs, Count, the hour 


* of deſtruction is at hand—and we muſt 


te indeed make the moſt of time if you 


«© wiſh to ſave this poor thing from the 


e malice which is ready to deſtroy her.” 
Matilda ſighed deeply, and raiſing her 


head, glanced towards the door through 


which her enemy had departed — and 
then with a touching and impreſſive look 


entreated Stephen would take the oppor- 
tunity, which an inſtant might invalidate, 
to eſcape the conſequence of this detec- 


tion“ Fear not for ne, ſhe added 
cc It 


—_ 
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ce It is you ſhe means to ruin: Compara- 
« tively ſpeaking Tan ſafe—T cannot en- 
« danger the crown ſhe ſo tenaciouſly va- 
cc Jues, when you are beyond her reach 
« But (interrupting herſelf) a nother— 
« Oh, my. love, another dear and pre- 
ce cious victim muſt, as well as you, be 
« ſacrificed to her ambition—Euſtace— 

the ſwget, the innocent Euſtace In 

« yours his death or ſafety muſt be in- 
tc volved. Fly then and ſnatch from 

cc her fiend-like graſp, our dear and 
ce lovely child ”_ Yes my beloved, we 
© will both go; Sir William will com 
ce paſſionate a helpleſs family, conſigned 

ce to the charge of a gallant friend that 
© friend will not deſert us. But whar 
« am I ſaying—Periſh the ſelfiſhneſs that 
would involve a generous protector, 
© and diſgrace the principles he has ever 
e ſo vigorouſly aſſerted.” - . IE 


= 
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Sir William,” cried Matilda, with 


a ſolemn, yet eager diſtreſs—* Is it 


<Oh, lay—ls it incompatible with your 
honor yaur fealty to the preſent go- 


ee yernment, to liberate my huſband ? 
« Speak I conjure you, ſpeak! Can 


ec you reſolve to devote him to irreme- 
« diable miſery?” Tou are a wo- 


«© man,” anſwered de Evreyg, 8 and 
e no judge of the ſentiments which loy- 


ee alty profeſſes I have the feelings of a 
th "inns but they actuate a Roman's heart 
Maud is my ſovereign but Stephen 


« is my friend. For the latter I would 
e ſuffer much-but for the former 1 


«© would die! Ont I ſincerely love 


« the other I reſpe&t—And while preju- 


e dice cannot blind me to her faults, it 
is equally incapable of warping y 


„ principles. She has a right to my 


« ſervicesas a ſovereign, and one of thoſe ©: 


« ſervices is to defend her throne” — 


N 0 more, Sir William! deduce your 


ce inſe rena ; 


f Pg 
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1 ws my huſband's Aiberty yoh | 
«are perſuaded would ſhake that throne | 
c« — therefore you cannot emapcipate > ö 
„ him' te But I can do that, which f in : 
ce his eſtimation will be equally dear 
« have a relation, prioreſs to the monaſ- NES 
« tery without the gates, where you may 
« be ſecurely hidden? — ©© Enough ou 3 
« Enough,” cried. the ardent Stephen, 1 
tranſported to imagine the ſafety of his N N 
adored lady—* Take her, Sir William ] 
« and as you eſtimate your eternal ſoul, | ; 
defend this ſweet creature—But ſee, „ 
celle dawn is at hand Waſte not ano; | 
« ther moment—Light will be ny chains | 
and bearable every ſuffering which inn 
« cludes not in their graſp my worſhip- 5 3 
e ped wife“ — 5 No, Stephen, here- | 
ce will I ſtay””—and ſhe ſeated herſelf on "ar 
the marble pavement—*<* This cold and ” 
19 impenetrable bed ſhall be mine, till | 
Maud pronounces our wretched fate 0 
ce If we muſt die, we will die together.” ; 
7 | 5 And 


OG 
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| ec And Your e, dy « Ah! what of 
< him, Sir William ? ''—< Poor innocent 
te youth,” ſaid de Evreux, ſeemingly _ 
anheedting her thy doom is hard- 
3 A others foſtering arms might ſave 
* thy life; but he refuſes, and thou too 

s muſt die.” My child! My child! 
Diſtract me not, Sir William but ſay 

* —How am I to preſerve my child?“ 
« By flying with me to the monaſtery” — 

« Oh, then, let us haſten to protect 
him - But here ſhe ſtopped—and 
fixing a ſoul piercing look upon her huſ- 
band, whoſe eye, fraught with love and 
| grief, bent its mournful beams upon her 
agitated countenance, while ſhe ner 
added — © But—muſft I leave thee ? 
A ſudden noiſe as of doors opening in 
the apartments adjoining, occaſioned a 
fearful interruption ; and with a gentle 
violence the friendly de Evreux forced 
her from the paſſionate embrace of her 
devoted conſort = while a bitter tear 
eve 
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evinced the unhappy priſoner's relue- 
tance to ſurrender his diſtreſſed Matilda. 
= To jufge of the various feelings which 
ſucceſſively tortured the boſom of a mo- 
narch ſo ſaſtidious as Maud—whoſe. . 
ſery aroſe from the enjoyment of that 
power ſhe ſo highly appreciated, can 
only be done by an eſtimation of her ſitua- 
tion.” Deceived for years into a belief 
that the object of a thouſand fears and 
cares could no more excite apprehenſion 
or diſguſt, Maud had conquered the 
fixed antipathy that object once incurred; 
and at the very moment when retroſpec- 
tion obtruded its unwelcome pangs, they 
were ſtifled by the neceſſity of reviewing 
the very perſecutions which had induced 
them Even the candid and heroic de 
Evreux was included in the fiat her rage 
denounced againſt the Count and Coun- 
teſs. To him, as to the ſoul of honor 
the had entruſted the charge of her ene- 


| , 3 
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my and to his partialicy that enemy owed 
the higheſt indulgence. Ves, ſhe 
cried, Bite: ſtarting from the couch 
which mental agony rendered intolerable 
He too ſhall die He to whoſe pro- ö 
« feffions of loyalty no-«credit can be 
= e given, ſhall ſuffer with my mortal foe. | 
13 Ah, Stephen!“ and ſhe uttered a con- 
E vulſive groan Well doſt thou reward 
« the meltings of a heart which ſo lately 


#2 ilf 46 throbbed in thy favor.“ 5 

Ihe approach her da; now 
11 reminded her of the lapſe of time - ſhe 
1 immediately robed herſelf; and ſending 
for a Baron who ſhe was well aſſured 


would not diſpute her commands, iſſued 
. orders for the removal of Stephen to the 
= dungeonof the caſtle. Soon after which, 
= two pages were introduced—and the in- 

telligence they brought, that Earl Glou- 

2B ceſter requeſted an audience, recalled 
3 TY. her thoughts to the ſhock the ſcene ſne 
5 7 4 
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had to depict would occaſion to that no- 
bleman; but to him the choice of Stephen 
was no ſecret and her arrival i in England 
which took place in the preceding week, 
was announced to him by one who knew 
her perſon, and from whom he had col- 
lected enough of that unfortunate lady's. 
ſufferings as not only to criminate the 


ſiſter he could almoſt deſpiſe, but 


completely to exculpate the innocent 
Matilda from every ſhadow of duplicity 


or indelicacy. This informant was father 


Benedict, who happened to be offici- 


ating in a church at Canterbury, where 


Matilda had ſtopped, (in conſequence of 
a vow made to the faint whoſe name it 


bore) to return thanks for her ſpeedy 


voyage from Barfleur, 


The ſight of a 1 once ſo perſecuted, 


-created a wiſh in father Benedict to ren=-_ 


der her ſome ſervice; and as he was poſ- 
ſeed with the information that ſhe was 
conſort 


5 . 
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conſort to the depoſed monarch, it oc 
curred to the penitent father that a diſ- 
covery of the wrongs ſhe had ſuſtained 
from Maud, (if made to the noble minded 
Glouceſter) might procure ſome miti- 
gation of her preſent calamities, and ex- 


onerate himſelf from the burthen of a 


confidence, which even a conſider- 


. able promotion in the church could not 


lighten. 
Certainly his engagements with the 
Empreſs would be broken by this com- 


munication, but the tale he had formerly 


fabricated reſpecting Matilda, with which 
the Empreſs had been ſo completely de- 
ceived in the earlier part of her life, was 


a proof that his integrity was not in- 


corruptible; indeed the character of Eark 
Robert, and his fraternal partiality, ex- 
ceedingly leſſened both the hazard and 
culpability of it, as he had every reaſon 
to ſuppoſe whatever was committed to 
„„ NVA 
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him under E ſal of ſecrecy, that noble= 
man conſidered as inviolable—and Bene- 
dict felt aſſured, that were it otherwiſe, 

Maud would never be acquainted with his 
knowledge of ſuch an event Leaſt it ſhould 


occation any fruitleſs uneaſineſs. 


* 5 = a 
| | „ 3 
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Wich this inprefijop _ father haſ- 
tened to Glouceſter, and unfolded alf he 2 
knew reſpecting Matilda; at the ſame 
time freely confeſſing his own error in 
ſo long concealing a procedure, which, 
for aught he knew to the contrary, might 
have occaſioned a train of misfortunes to 
an innocent lady. 


4 


With equal aſtoniſhment to chat of his 
ſiſter, though with far different feelings, 
did the Earl receive this wonderful in- 
telligence—wiich brought forward to his 
recollection the trying ſcenes ſo painfully 

deſtructive of a matrimoaial eſtabliſh- 

ment; while the conſciouſneſs that his 
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After ſtruggling with the diſtreſſing 


tear, Earl Robert forced his thoughts 
into another channel ; .and bow to- pro- 


journey towards Wincheſter—And much 


r — * 
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own bitter diſappointment had eventually 


produced to the object of his trueſt affec- 


tions, the happineſs ſhe ſo well deſerved, 
ſweetened the idea that he ſhould ſee her 
as the wife of another—A ſure proof 5 


the purity of thoſe principles, which. 
governed a heart fo fond, N e 


= 
and ſo tender. 7 2 
* . 23 


retroſpection; which impelled a ſacred 


cure to this adored ſubje& of his honor- 
able attachment, the accompliſhment of 
her wiſhes became his next conſidera- 
tion. From the prieſt he underſtood 
that Matilda had privately renewed her 


he dreaded the rage of Maud, ſhould ſhe 

diſcover her rival's vicinity. Stephen 
was by that time on- his road to that 
RO it would be neceſſary to at- 


1 tempt 
* P 
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tempt to conciliate the furious Maud, 
previous to an interview with her priſo- 
ner — © And hat, decided the gene- 
rous Earl, „ muſt be my buſineſs. 
We have already ſeen the conſequence 
of Robert's interference, whoſe warmth 
at his ſiſter's unfeminine rage had nearly 
_ conquered his diſcretion. To wait for 
the unhappy Stephen was the next im- 
, pulſe of his heart But to hazard a meet- 
ing with his lovely conſort bat could 
not be. To Sir William de Evreux, 
then, he committed the whole of father 
Benedict's ſecret, in contradiction to that 
holy man's dependance upon his inte- 
grity; but the urgency of Glouceſter's 
motive was a ſufficient excuſe for the 
ſeeming impropriety as the veteran was 
appointed to the buſineſs of attending 
Stephen at Wincheſter, which would 
conſequently empower him to be an eſ- 


ſential aſſiſtant to the gentle Matilda, _  »W- 
| | * hey. 1 J 1 
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ſhould ſhe need either protection or ad- 
vice. | 1 


\ 


— 


: Delighted to hear ſhe was yet in be- 
ing, Sir William readily promiſed every 
exertion of friendſhip in her favor, and 

immediately appointed ſeveral truſty 
yeterans to watch her arrival. In this 
they were happily ſucceſsful ; and on the 
evening previous to Maud's unwelcome 
viſit, Sir William had. preſented to his 
enraptured priſoner the ſweeteſt ſucce- 
daneum for his regretted liberty—when 
a few ſhort hours, conſumed in tears, 
complainings, tender remonſtrances and 
cruel terrors, put a period to the hope 

of more tranquil moments. 
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IN the certainty that Earl Glouceſter 
a had procured to the ſubject of his earlieſt 
affections the utmoſt gratifications her 
heart could experience, he enjoyed a pure 
yet unpermanent delight, which the ſud- 
den appearance of Sir William de Ev- 
reux ſoon converted to poignant regret”; 
as from the good knight's haſty repre- 
ſentation, he foreboded the moſt terrible 
conſequences to Matilda and her lord. 
< ] have concealed,” added the zealous 
veteran, the Counteſs of Blois where 
* | e 


n 
5 


1 
* 18 
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25 St. Patrick himſelf could not find her; 
255 and in troth ſhe is a dainty dame, lord 


Robert- one would not ſcruple a little 


. danger to ſerve ſuch a 3 ok 8 


Ex Earl faked —* Yes, de Evitux, 


« ſhe is a ſweet one—But ſhe is the wife 
of a — Traitor, why true, he is 
cc ſo” * did not "Jay traitor, Sir Wil- 


cc liamꝰ ' But he is a traitor—Ay, and 


ca uſurper too—While de Evreux can 
_ © wield a ſword in our Empreſs's cauſe, 


ce well as I eſteem the Count as a man, I - 
will fight againſt him as ber enemy! 


r Words are unneceſſary to prove your 
e fealty my friend—that is too well eſta- 


ce bliſhed to need ſuch feeble props 


„ But we muſt be brief—I will haſten 
to my lifter, though my dependance 


ce on her gentleneſs has no foundation.“ 
7 Why, by my truly,” replied the war- 
rior, “ I cannot defend her virtues, al- 
4 though I would die in the juſtification | 


5 « of her lawful claims. Tal - 
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Earl Robert WER 5 | liſten no longer 
to > the garrulity of age, and was quitting 
"Nis viſitor, when the approach of ſeveral 
armed men, headed by Lord Fitzjokn, 
at ſo early an hour, gave him a momen- 
tary ſurpriſe, but it ſettled into the 
- deepeſt indignation when he under- 

ſtood they were commiſſioned to arreſt 

his loyal friend for high treaſon. - My 
« Lord,” cried Glouceſter, « I will 
« pledge myſelf for Sir William's ap- 
ec pearance—ſuffer him to retain his li- 
ce berty till I return—The guards may 
ce wait in the anti-chamber, and you will 
« breakfaſt with de Evreux.” *“ Now - 
by the maſs, our lady is right,” eried 
the ancient, “for what can a worn-out 
a ſoldier perform—one too, who can- 
ce not flatter—lIt is fit for ſuch to give 


« place to the filken fops, whoſe butter- 1 


fly wings look more tempting than 
« the. ſteel trappings of a rude unpo- 
« liſhed war-man.,” "This blunt obſer- 


* 


vol. 11 5 . B | vation 


Dee 
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vation was received by Fitzjohn with a 
fr Town, while he glanced at his own / * 
| flame-coloured velvet apparel ; "and 
7 although he dared not refuſe a requeſt 
made by the brother of his ſovereign, 
preſerved a ſullen fence during chat 
noble 8 e. 


As Maud Ry” not, i the wild- T 
eſt exceſſes of uncontrolled rage, en- 
tirely forget the hints of her brother 
reſpecting St. Bertha and her colleague, 
ſhe felt a malignant triumph in the de- 

fiance ſhe could then give to any ſlan- 
derous calumny by producing in ſafety 
the object of it; but that triumph felt 
ſome diminution, when the Earl frankly 
accuſed her of pride, prejudice, and 
: cruelty, in continuing to perſecute a 
creature who was inferior in no inſtance 
but what was adventitious to her haughty 
tormenter; and concluded a very ſpi- 
rited remonſtrance, by demanding the 
g 5 liberation 
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lde Alon of Sir William, and Stephen 8 
reſtoration to the apartment the bad 
* him to _ fs 

cc Will it, he added, © be aa 
« credible in future ages that a woman 
« — a monarch—one poſſeſſed of the 
«moſt glorious privilege, that of tem- 
« pering juſtice with mercy—ſhould 
« give ear to private, nay unnatural 
% nique, even to the excluſion of both 


« thoſe attributes—and dare to ſeparate 

« by the molt cruel means thoſe who 
are bound by our church's holy ſacra- 
« ments ? And ſhould even this be al- 
« lowed—will they give any degree of 


c credit to the aflertion that a gallant 
« warrior—one who had contributed 


his ſtrength—his blood—his every . 


* power of body and mind to the ſup- 
% pert of that monarch's claim, ſhould, 
at the cloſe of a long and noble life 
« be condemned by the caprice of her 

70S; e be 


== 
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« he had ſo faithfully ſerved, to an 1. 
Tm tt nominious puniſhment ? Ah, Maud 
EE |. Can it be becauſe he had not out- 
1 & lived che en of humanity? Pri 


So 'To anſwer an :ddreſs. ſo poikted, 
required a calmer ſpirit than hers it ſo 
_ effettually irrttated—a thouſand con- 
AMicting paſſions tore her boſom, but they 
were all of the moſt turbulent nature— 
H and when ſpeech was again reſtored, 
eme made uſe of it only to confirm the 
3 purpoſesofher determined foul, Glou- 
ceſter then became almoſt hopeleſsly 
convinced of the loſs of his cauſe, yet 
one more trial remained—and he de- 
_ rs parted in ſullen anger; while a teeble 
gleam, which the ſudden arrangement 
of a new ſcheme ſhed upon his generous 
mind, reſtored in a meaſure the vigo- 
Tous tone of that mind. - 


No 
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No ſooner did Sir William | depart 
from Earl Robert's apartment, (who 
| lamented far more feelingly the diſap- 
pointment of his benevolent. purpoſes 
than did the noble veteran) than he 
proceeded to methodiſe the plan which 
he dared to hope might meliorate his 
ſiſter's hitherto: impenetrable heart. 
To do this it was neceſſary to combat a 
remaining ſhock, which neither time or 
circumſtance could totally annihilate— 
but which he wiſely conſidered might 
operate when he was leſs able to en- 
dure its violence, as the exigence f 
the preſent occaſion would obliterate 
much of the confuſion and ceremonies. 
of a firſt introduftion—=But when in 
nformity with his benign intention 
the lovely and mourning Matilda met 
him in the preſence of Mother Urſula, 
prioreſs of the holy aſylum Sir Wil- 
liam had prepared for her reception, 
even Glouceſter, 'the rational ſelf 
| go: dre. ld 
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denying Glouceſter, could ſcarcely ſup- 
port an interview ſo touching and ſo 
| grieveus. | es 

W 8 8 15 
. Matilda ſaw and pityed his tender 
confuſion— but armed by her fond and 


faithful attachment to the firſt and ſole 


poſſeſſor of her heart, as well as over- 


 whelmed with ſorrow for the fituation 
ſhe had left him in, no improper re- 
membrance of paſt events deepened 
the aſhy paleneſs of her cheek—She 


bowed with a modeſt and collected 
gracefulneſs to Earl Robert, and when 


he was ſo far reſtored to his uſual ſere- 


nity as to explain his motives for this 
viſit, her gratitude wag truly engaged— _ 
and ſhe wept her thanks in an attitudg 


almoſt amounting to proſtration. This 


was a ſcene not to be repeated. The 


Earl aroſe — expreſſed his injunQions 


reſpecting her punAQuality in the buſi. 
nels he meditated, and departed. 


ES | Delighted 


* 
8 # % * 
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Delighted with the condeſcenſion of 
a nobleman fo univerſally reſpetted 
and beloved, the Prioreſs indulged 
herſelf and gratified her amiable viſitor 
in enumerating his various excellen- 


cies; and concluded with her aſtoniſh-_ 


ment at his remaining ſo long in a ſtate 
of en e | 


A faint i paſſed aver Matilda's 
cheek at this unexpected obſervation 
for moſt truly could fhe account for his 
conduct in that particular. Mother 
Urſula noticed the ſudden emotion, and 
with a curioſity heightened by her long 
ſecluſion from the world, enquired “ if 
« any reaſon could be aſſigned for ſuch 
% a forbearance in a benevolent and 
_ & powerful Prince? e Certainly,” 

replied the ſtill bluſhing dame, whowas 
conſcious of no culpable inducement 
chat need with-hold her from communi- 
cating the ſeveral events of a blameleſs 
. = life 
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life toa reſpetable proteftreſs—« And,” 2 


added ſhe, “as you this morning ex- 
* preſſed a wiſh to be acquainted with 
my melancholy ſtory, I will endea- 


« vour to cheat a miſerable hour by 


giving the outlines of a diſaſtrous 
_ & fate— In conſequence you will. be 


* made acquainted with ſeveral tranſ- 


« aftions in which the fortune of that 


cc gallant” Earl Was interwoven with 


4c mine.“ ; 


— 


| The Prioreſs was pleaſed with her 


condeſcenſion, and liſtened to a tale, 
which although ſparingly recounted, 


and not at all exaggerated by a vindic- 
tive ſpirit, was calculated to diminiſh 


every reverential conſideration in fa- 
vor of Majid al} ts 


| When tt the ad ſufferer had touched 
upon the circumſtances previous to 
mu warning from St. Winefred's, ſne 
went 
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went on to obſerve, that the myſterious 
flight of her damſel, although natural 
enough to one ſo decided in her ha- 
tred to perpetual confinement, was an 
additional ſubject of uneaſineſs to her- | | 
ſelf. © Indeed,” ſhe continued, 1 Y 


« almoſt ſuſpe&ed the Abbeſs of ſome 1 
« nefarious deſign, and that by ſepa- i 
ct rating us, her orders reſpecting my 
© unhappy deſtination might be effected : 
_« with more. eaſe and ſecrecy, which 
« doubtleſs was owing to ſome new : 
Q commands! from te OT 2 


__ « Impreſſed 1 by the 2 W ideas, Eo 
il could hot help deploring the crus 5 I 
s elty of a woman whom I had ſo inno- 

00 cently diſguſted > and my exiſtence. 


% 


© ſoon became burthenſome Even my 
« evening walks were difregarded—and- 7” 
« I would ſtand for hours at along nar- 4 


« row window which looked upon a 
e thick grove of prodigious elms, where 
„ 1 9 .C the 


— 
2 


— 
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» the bent of my cogitations received 
0 no diſturbance from outward objedcts, 


* till one brilliant night my attention 


% was caught by the view -of a figure 
« gliding between the trees. 


„That St. Bertha would occaſion- 


„ally employ a few leiſure minutes in 


« that ſequeſtered receſs, I had ſrequent- d 


_« ]y witneſſed; therefore continued to 
enjoy the invigorating breeze as it 


« agitated the unpruned honey-ſuckle_ 
« that waved about my caſement, and 
« revived every torpid faculty—when 
« the ſudden appearance of Eda who 
« ſtood under the window with ex- 


te tended arms as if ready to embrace 
her poor miſtreſs, gave ſuch a ſhock 


to my feelings as threatened to de- 


« ſtroy her attempt to aſſiſt me — and 
% before I could underſtand the good 


« creature's half whiſpering plan for 
Re : d ſented. 
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« ſented herſelf at the lower end ofthe 
« walk. Eda, whom I haſtily conjured 
« todepart, exclaimed, We are ruined, 
* unleſs you will be punctual and then 
cc darting among ſome buſhes which 
grew beneath the window, 1 faw no 
« more of her. 


« Terrified almoſt to a degree of 


« madneſs leaſt the Abbeſs ſhould de- 


< tect Eda, for whoſe eſcape from an eye 


te that penetrated every poſſible intri- 
« cacy I had nothing to hope, I was 


« ready to deprecate the wrath ſuch a 
« diſcovery mult incite ; and upon St. 
« Bertha's near approach to. the buſhes 
40 actually gaſped with apprehenſion, 


« while my head, which was bent for- 
« ward to catch the dreaded ſounds, 


« reclined againſt the heavy window 
frame But to my exceſſive ſurpriſe 
et the Abbeſs quietly paſſed the ſuſ- 


„ _ << petted 


vas or . 


40 Sed place, and F beheld no more 
«of her. 


1 Relieved fron the horror o an 
immediate diſcovery, my thoughts 
« were now turned upon Eda's enig- 
© matical charge—I was to be punctual 
hut to what? — True, ſhe had endea- 
v voured to give me hope, as I could 
« here and there decypher her words 
te but the true meaning of her hints was 
« far beyond my comprehenſion, and 
« ['gave up the elucidation as hopeleſs. 
« You may judge, dear mother, of 
« the wretched Matilda's ſituatſon on 
eie that awful night — Bred up in the 
-«« ſtrifteſt attachment to the profeſhonal 
people of our moſt holy church, and 
1 deteſting every ſhadow of hypocriſy, 
et my feelings were nearly intolerable; 
«andthe idea of deceiving even thoſe by 
| 700 whom 5 
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C whom I had been ſo cauſeleſsly” im- | 


1 Mureds gave: me nen e 


0 


7 The ee of St; i W 
"Id hom I had uſually. paſſed an hour 
« previous to our retiring for the night, 
« was now to be carefully avoided; 
« and I threw myſelf on the bed with. 


2 a reſolution not to appear before 


« one, who (from my being under a ne- 
90 ceſlity to impoſe upon) I confidered 
« in part as aggrieved — Yet too much 
* agitated. to expect repoſe, I again 
« aroſe, and trimming my lamp ſat ſilent 
and difpirited, foreboding I knew not 
« what,: and. ſtarting at every noiſe 
« which could not be immediately ace 
counted for. RG 
ff The which ering. ſteps of ſeveral 
* nuns appointed to watch, that night 

before an image of our lady, gave me 
_ © a. momentary hope that my deliver= _ 
_ «© ance, 


38 pas or YORE. 


a 
« ance was at hand—but again, as they 
« ſlowly retreated, I reſumed my me- 
« Jancholy employment of liſtening for 
e ſome more propitious interruption, 
_ - « when the ſound of my own name, as 
«it reached my ear from the adjoin- 
« ing paſlage, almoſt petrified every 
e reaſoning faculty; and 1 could 
=. ſcarcely. reach the door to develope : 
the cauſe of ſuch an unuſual ſur- 
„ ee | 
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ws « Eda, for it was her voice which had 
* alarmed me; no ſooner beheld, than 
e haſtily beckoning to follow, ſhe rather 
« flew than walked towards the ſtairs, 
* and impelled, as it were, to purſue—I 
« ſoon found mylelfin an obſcure apart- 
ment, lighted only by a ſmall lamp 
«© which was placed before a crucihx— 
« Here 1 would have Rtopped, but the 
«faithful creature taking my arm, led me 
* OA narrow wer of ſteps that feemed 
5+ 4 | : «to 
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« to. terminate in utter darkneſs — 
„ One minute more,” whiſpered me... 
« and you are ſafe.” —« I trembled, but 
« would not reſiſt. The ſteps were 
10 broken, which made our deſcent 
« both tedious and dangerous — and 
© 1t,was with inexpreſſible pleaſure 1 
« beheld a glimpſe of light, which Eda 
aſſured me ſtreamed through an aper- 
Fare by which we muſt * wo 


« Oh, Madam ! how ſhall I deforibe 
« the ſenſations of my heart, when up- 
on quitting the before- mentioned 
« aperture, 'I found it was concealed 
« by thoſe very buſhes, among which 
« Eda had ſheltered herſelf from the 
© ſight of St. Bertha. Oh! how delici- 
« ouſly ſweet was the breath of theearly 
« morning as it played upon the fra- 
« grant honey-ſuckles, whoſe perfume. 
« had ſo often delighted my ſenſes — 
«| looked up — the FOI climber - 
vas 
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„was within my reach — I plucked a 
« flower, and was haſtening with Eda 
« from the eventful ſpot, when the 
« matin bell firuck us as the knell to 
« our. high raiſed. hope — for it was 
*« neceſſary to paſs the chapel in our 
« retreat, and the brightening dawn 
& would effeQually prevent any con- 

«c cealment, 


- 


« In this cruel exigence the appear- 
« ance of a man approaching towards 
e us ſeemed to complete my anguiſh — 
* Iran, but without any idea of eſcape; _ 
* and had reached the extremity of the 
« wilderneſs, when my ſenſes ſuddenly. 
« failed, owing (as I have imagined) 
eto the dread of being carried back 
«to my e | 
«Tt was ſome time before I revived 
_« ſufficiently enough to diſpel the faith- 
G ful Eda's terrors — nor then could 1 
1 ; « comprehend 
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7 comprehend the reality of my ſitu- 

« ation, till looking wildly upon. the - 

©« rocky bare walls and rugged flooring 

« of the diſmal receſs to which I had 
been conveyed; a horrid ſuſpicion - 

« dartedupon my mind —andthe puniſh, 
«© ment allotted to incontinency Iappro- 

« priated to my preſent caſe * Yes, I 

« cried, turning my ſtreaming eyes to 

« a mutilated magdalen, thou muſt in 
future be a momento to the wretched 

« Matilda — Now indeed my indignant 

« enemy may reſt content — Too faſt 

« has ſhe woven her dreadful ſnares for 

« her ſimple pop: to eſcape the toils of 

© a baſe woman. «Oh patience my 

« deareſt miſtreſs,” cried-Eda; « your 

« ſenſes are diſordered —* Ah, would 

« they were—but here | is no redreſs, no 
deception The light of heaven will - 

© ſoon be denied us. Poor faithful 

« follower of thy ruined lady's for- 
tunes, thou oo muſt ſuffer for nf 
s incautious . 
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oy incautious reflections and unpropi- 
« tious flight.“ 


« While the agonies of my oppreſſed 
© heart were thus poured out, I caſt a 
« mournful eye towards Eda — when, 
oh, heavens! I caught the glimple ofa 
% man as he ſtood gazing on me be- 
*« hind my tender ſupporter, on whoſe 
% knees I reclined my deſtrated head 
See, cried 1, ſtarting up and again 
ee ſinking through weakneſs — See in 
that murderous — But God of won=- 
ders — I was going to add — afpett — 
cc when a voice, {weeter than the me- 
„ Jody-of angels, enforced my atten- 
« tion, and I once more raiſed my aſto- 
„ niſhed eye, which reſted upon the 
« empaſhioned countenance of Stephen, 
* my. betrothed— my firſt — my laſt — 
« my only love. 


% Here 
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55 Here madam I ſhould fail in every 
e attempt to depict the effect of ſuch a 
t meeting, and under ſuch circum- 
e ſtances; © I would have ſpoken, 
* ſaid the adored of my heart, when 
« * the tumult of extacy was ſomewhat, 
„ abated—I would have ſpoken ſooner, 
« but I dreaded the conſequence to 
your harraſled ſpirit, and have anxi- 
« ouſly waited for an opportunity from 
e the moment you were brought to this 
« place” - This place, 1 repeated, 
« while my mind renewed its former 
« horrors — and are you too brought 
« here to die” — 0 Die, cried Eda— 
No, lady, nor us neither—we are yet 
8 in St. Winefred's clutches, but I truſt 
« by night we ſhall be out of her power.” 
« Nothing of all this could I compre- 
« hend, till Eda proceeded to ſay, 
« that the man whoſe appearance had 
© ſoterrified me was the Count of Blois, 
* whom ſhe bad providentially met at 
85 „ Counteſs 


4 


** 
Ce. Counteſs Shrewſbury” s, to whoſe ſeat 
on her lucky eſcape from St. Wine- 


 «fred's ſhe directiy repaired ; .and that 
e he reſted not till ſhe returned with 
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+ 


* him to the Abbey, for the purpoſe of 
« attempting my emancipation.— “ Lit- - 
«tle did 1 imagine, interrupted the 


8 Count, that Eda had not informed 


„% you I was ſo near and when you 


funk helpleſs and inſenſible from my 


« claſping arms, I forgot in that pre- 


% cious moment But holy Mo- 
« ther you cannot pardon the egotiſm 


«of a feeble worldling — I will there- 
« fore be brief as to what remains of 
ce my. little hiſtory” — But I can, 
« replied Urſula, not only pardon but 
« applaud that tenderneſs, which di- 


« rected to a holy vocation I ſhould 


ee have revered.” Matilda was grati- 
fied by this candid confeſſion, and 
went on to ſay, « that apprehenſive of a 
60 diſcovery, Steps conveyed her 
> | cc to 
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40 to the cave they were in, which from 
cc its dampnels and diſtance from the 
c houſe, was entirely unfrequented, and 
ce that they watched impatiently for the 
« veſper-bell — as during the evening 
« ſervice there would be a poſſibility of 
ee paſſing the chapel windows without 
cc obſervation. 


« It is certain,” proceeded Matilda, | 
cc that in our preſent ſituation the want 
« of ſeaſonable refreſhments was not 
« conſidered as an evil—ſince terror, 
« ſuſpenſe, and may I ſay a dignified 

« affection ſupplied to us all the de- 
c mands of nature. To me indeed 
« eyery evil ſeemed light, contraſted 
« with that of being totally excluded 
« from the ſociety of my fellow crea- 
cc tures, and ſuffered to linger out 
RT miſerable exiſtence, where no piiy- 

« ing eye would be permitted to ſhed © 
* a ray of conſolation upon my dark- 


=”. wa. 


46 pars OF YORE. 


« ened proſpects, and where famine 
ce itſelf is accompanied with every bit- 
© ter aggravation — The preſence too 
« of a protecting friend inſpired me 
c with a joyful reſolution which no ex- 
© pectation of detention could appal ; 
% and I beheld the glooms of night as 
ce they fell around us as the harbingers 
cc of peace and freedom. 


Silent then, and liſtening with a a 
« ſtrengthening hope to the clock which 
cc told the pafſing hour, we endeavoured 

« to annihilate the intervening time; 

ce but when the bell ſtruck out I trem- 
« hled with apprehenſion ” — <« The 
& chapel is quite illuminated,” cried 

« Eda, who had ventured to the en- 

« trance of our aſylum. She had 

«ſcarcely ſpoken, when thoſe ſublime 
. « ftrains which are calculated to rouſe 
-« the moſt feeble devotion, convinced 
xc. us we might AE in ſafety, and to 

12 8 which 5 
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« which my palpitating heart reſponded” 
cc as we nn under the Waben walls. 


0 Ob, hay! kicks ;nexpreſſible were 
cc thoſe feelings (which while confined 
ce jn the gloomy cave I treated as vi- 
c ſionary) that agitated my heart as we 
« again re-entered the dark receſs 
c among the buſhes, and hardly dared 
te to breathe, while following Eda who 
ce paſſed her hand over the wall as ſhe 
ee crept along to find the door of liberty 
E for to reaſcendthe ſteps would have 
a been the road to certain diſcovery” — 
No then,” cried the eager damſel, 
« we are ſafe,” as the door yielded to 
ce her hand and the next moment we 
« regained the open air: I then found 
« that we were at the northern end of 
ee the Abbey, to which this entrance 
© Was the only one on that fide ; and as 
« I was afterwards informed, Eda, in 
e her former rambles about the 1 inter- 
ec nal 


f 
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| ce this door attempted to open it, which 


« delighted with the hope of effeQing 
=: ce my deliverance, ſhe was burrying 
ij 15 «© back to inform me of her ſuccels, 
| | c but hearing what ſhe ſuppoſed to 
| | a be a perſon deſcending the ſteps, 


«© but to haſten. from a ſcene of ſuch 
-} - . © dangen It iben occurred to her 
1 c chat lady Shrewſbury, if acquainted 
© with my ſituation, might be autho- 

e riſed to demand me of St Bertha, and 
1 e the event, although not managed 
PF, eexactly as ſhe wiſhed, proved very 


8 ſhall now only. add, that condutted 


. nevolent Counteſs waited to receive 
. „me- and o that excellent woman 8 
| : ec remon- 


„ orateful to her worthy heart. I. 


a by my beloved. conſort, we ſoon 
«-reached a ſmall houſe where the be- 


c nal part of the edifice, perceiving. 


ce ſhe did with infinite difficulty. That 


IT 


„ ſhe ruſhed out, and the door falling 
too the terrified girl had no reſource 
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"Pp remonſtrances Stephen yielded. bis de- 


ce fire of a laudable retaliation ; nay even 
e when we returned to Normandy, con- 
e ſented to conceal my origin till the de- 


8 ſigns he then conceived ſhould render 
Aa ee neceſlary.” . 


«You are aware,” + 6 3 
„ hury, of that vindictive ſpirit, by - 


ce which you have jointly endured ſo 
© much - Tou likewiſe are aſſured of her 


« ſuſpicions reſpecting the fate of that 


__ ©« Crown ſhe pants to poſſeſs — At pre- 
4 ſent, any attempt on your part to ex- 

e poſe or puniſh her treachery, will meet | 
* with a vigorous reſiſtance from her in- 


« fatuated father, and the miſchief may : | 


© redound on yourſelves. Wait then 


© with patience, till the period ſhall ar- 


rive when you may honorably contend = 


c for the rights of ſovereignty—I know. 


e the difficulty attending a reſervation of 


4 this nature — bur what is at all poſſible, 
VOL. 11. n 0 ; may, 
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* may, by diſcreet and perſevering ma- 
<« nagement be rendered practicable.” 
e Convinced of the advantages ſuch A 
< plan might produce, my heſband not 
ee only granted an implicit conſent to it, 
but promiſed to engage our foreign 
ee friends 1 in the ſame cauſe, which he af- 
« terwards fully effected; and when this 
< invaluable friend had witneſſed our 
marriage at her own ſeat, ſhe accom- 
ce panied us to Normandy, where my 
« happineſs met with no interruption, 
« till Henry's death diſturbed the ſweet | 
< repoſe of my life; and Stephen hur- 
« ried over to England, leaving his poor 
Matilda to follow when the ſucceſſion 
e ſhould be permanently ſecured. 


Alas, madam, how different from 
« the intelligence my ſoul panted to re- 
no ceive was that ene on our landing 
ä met 


met my ear! Maud triumphant — 


Stephen in chains—and the good, he 


ce benign lady Shrewſbury, ho had long 
ce ſince returned to her peaceful reſi- 
c dence, deceaſed. No friend to receive 
ce a forlorn lady No comfortable aſylum 
c to ſhelter a poor harraſſed creature — 
ce Uncertain where to ſeek my huſband, 


< and dreading to encounter the baſiliſk 


e whoſe glance portended deſtruction, 
ec what a fate was mine — And when I 


ce ſtopped at Canterbury, my very ſoul 


e ſickened at the information that the 


c depoſed monarch was to be ſent to . 


«© Wincheſter to receive his doom from 
= his JO dee: | rr I? 


CE: The length of EY journey, nd the 
cc inconvenience of bad roads, were ſeri- 
« ous impediments to my intention of 
e viſiting the dear captive ; and even 
te my faithful friend and conſtant, com- 
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. © panion Eda, had no conſolation to give 


ce me on this head 5 But while we were 
4 jointly, lamenting ſuch accumulated 
ee calamities, a noble Knight craved ad- 


of mittance ; and before I could reſtrain 


the impetuous Eda, ſhe introduced 
a man of a martial yet benign appear- 


{ 


ance — whoſe buſineſs I ſoon learned 


c was to conduct me in ſafety to Win- 


4 cheſter. 


* Thankful for the unexpected fa- 


e vor, I accepted his offer of a wain, 
25 which would contain me and my bag-- 


te gage — and the next morning left 


5 cc Canterbury, accompanied by the 


“Knight and ſeveral ſoldiers who were 
ce evidently appointed (but by whom 
«I could not learn) to protect and 

© provide for us een the whole 


15 * Journey. wh 


| 4 


Lady Matilda then concluded with a 
repetition of the events ſucceeding her 
arrival; and left upon Motheg, Urſula's 
mind the moſt unfavorable im preſſion 
reſpecting Maud's principles, manners, 
diſpoſition and temper. 


— 
— 


VVL 


k * 
# 


TE buoyant hope which Earl Ro- 
bert's ſcheme reſpecting a final attempt 
to ſoften his ſiſter's reſentment created, 
was not ſuffered to languiſh through 
+ negle&; and the evening ſucceeding his 


viſit to Matilda was opponced. to this 
W mae 


Conſcious of ſome lirele failure! in his 
1 uſual manners at the concluſion of their 
% by 1 laſt i interview, and ſenſible that the point 
* . ö hs wiſhed to carry was of a nature inimi- | 


* 
— 
. 


— — P —  —  ———— —— — N LEE - K 
8 = 3 * * 5 


| DAYS OF ro. 56 


cal to any furious expreſſion of anger, 


however juſtly rouſed, he re· aſſumed 
that ſoftneſs ſo natural to his diſpoſition, 
and greeted the Empreſs with all that 
tenderneſs his heart had long encouraged - 
for her. 


Swe and evidently pleaſed * 
his returning kindneſs, Maud met the 
noble Glouceſter with a placidity nearly 
reſembling his own—and conferred upon 
her political concerns in a way which 
ſcemed to enſure to. her generous bro- 
ther a proſpect of ſucceſs. Following 
therefore her lead, he entered into a 
ſtatement” of her preſent i intentions, and. 


congratulated her on the ſecurity of her 


preſent eſtabliſhmenc. 8 


5 Queen of England,” he cried, and 


< ſovereign oft innumerable hearts, now is 
« Maud indeed herſelf —placed on the, 


9 balis of ber ſubjects veneration, and her 
\ Cc 4 ; 5 8 Cn 


? * 
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on undoubted claims What + 
« can ſhakearock ſo firm? Depend, then 
ce my fiſter, on thoſe, who for your fake, 
« and that of the young Plantagenet 
FF would fight— would bleed — would. 
die! Look round the entire horizon 
«af your hopes, and ſee if one cloud re- 
mains to ſullyits bright beams? No! 
„All is clear, decided, and indiſputable. 
« To Glouceſter, then, ſubmit the ma- 
nagement of thoſe events which female 
« ſtrength is incompetent to govern. 
« The welfare of a monarch muſt be in- 
« yolved with that of her people, and 
e both ſhall ever be confulted by Ro- 
e bert of Glouceſter With no ties upon 
« him (excepting a fraternal one) but 
c thoſe of the public weal — that weal 
e ſhall be ſecured through a thouſand 
* ſources; and may he pefiſh when 
* ſelfeindependant of others happineſs, 
„ ſhall lead him from the Point: he has 
6 ever kept in view.” 
| « My 
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My brother,“ cried the Empreſs, 
who had forgotten in the fullneſs of her 
heart how much of this apoſtrophe was 
intended as an oblique attack on her own n 
propenſities—* My brother, your pro- 
ce feſſions are but the heralds of your no- 
e ble actions — To you] truſt the honor 
« and ſafety of a Sovereign and her peo- 
«ple. Guided—guarded, and ſupported 
Aby you, England ſhall yer ſee felicitous | 
4 days. One — only one reſervation * 
« would mention as the privilege of roy- 
c alty —a negative or affirmative in 
* caſes of life or death — A privilege 
« which all my predeceſſors have en- 
« joyed in its fulleſt extent, and without 
< which, the power of princes muſt be 
« incomplete — And now obſerving 
Earl Robert's countenance aſſuming Y 5 
ſerious caſt, (for inſtigated by certain 
reaſons he could by no means give en- 
tire latitude to her laſt condition) the. 
reverted to another ſubject; nor made 
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the ſmalleſt objedtion of 1 


him to thoſe parts of the caſtle chat were 
im want of immediate repair. os 


Thi vas an been point gained, 


and he directly led her to ſeveral half 
ruined ground chambers, contiguous 


to that which Stephen had previouſly 
occupied. Maud trembled and ſighed 
as ſhe haſtily paſſed the ſcene of her re- 


cent diſappointment — and complaining 


of fatigue would have returned to. her 


_ cloſet—ſaying, ſhe could ſafely leave the 


adjuſtment of thoſe matters to him who 
was ſo well. able to Judge K their i im- 
portance. 


« nf” 


8 who had thrown open the 


room under a pretence of examining its 


defects, entreated her to accompany him 
to a range of apartments beneath hat he 


1 3 was in, and directly croſſed over to the 
2 entrance by Flick: a had been for- 
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merly udmicced—ths- to this 8 the A 
oppoſed a poſitive denial ; ; till the Earl 
ſtopping, and gazing with a graye and 
penetrating look on her half-averted face, 
recalled her to a ſenſe of the i impropriety | 

ſhe was betraying ; and with a faint and 
watery ſmile, the wretched Empreſs, | 


made wretched at that cruel moment 
by the variety of contending. paſtions,. 


r:diculed herſelf for encouraging ſuch. 
evident reluctance to explore the damp: 


receſſes which deſcended to the en 


tion. But indeed, ſhe added, 661 8 
« do not ſee the neceſſity of examining. 
« places too horrid even for the abodes 
of guilt''—<©© And yet my ſiſter they 
« have been appropriated. ſolely. to the 


<« purpoſe of receiving the moſtꝰ atroci- 
© ous criminals — Perhaps even now,” 
and he ſhuddered at the ſuggeſtion,'— 
© ſome ſad object of feudal tyranny may 
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20 poſed reſearches into long indulged . 

ce abuſes, by penetrating the dark and 

« diſmal habitations once devoted to 
e ſcenes of ſuffering.” 


To reſiſt any longer would we] im- 
plied a ſtronger motive for her reluct- 
ance than prudence could authorize ; 

and Maud preſented a cold and half re- 
= - pulſing hand to the Earl, permitting him 
3 to lead her to the extremity of a deſcent 
ue could not furvey without manifeſt 
ker ror. When the neceſſity of a light oc- 
. curring to Earl Robert, he haſtily return- 
© ed to procure a lamp, and left the Em- 
195 preſs to her own painful even diſtreſſ ng 
cogitations, which his quick re-appear- 
ance diſperſed; and no other obſtacle 
remaining, he cautiouſſy ſtepped for- 
_ wards, at the fame time endeavouring to. 
| 7 © Te-affure his ſiſter's ſpirits with the hope 


doof reſtoring ſome helpleſs creature to the” 
_—_ bleflings. of warmth and liberty. But 
2 4 5 | 3 n 


Be 


ö Maud' s eite were not ſo dinners 


edly engaged as to find any gratification 
in the idea of contributing to the relief of 


one from whom no return could be ex- 
pected and with a heart awfully impreſ- 
ſed by the ſurrounding glooms ſhe ſullenly 
proceeded, nor made any anſwer to Glou- 
ceſter's obſervations upon the long and 
narrow loop-holes ( conſtructed for the 


admiſſion of air) which he reſolved to 
enlarge; and without noticing her ſilence 
directed her attention to the mouldring 
pillars that ſupported the ceiling ; of the 


paſſage I were in. 


* 
* 


While GE 5 a fearful and re- 


ſtrained ſtep meaſured the gloomy path 


along which they ſlowly advanced, ſhe was 
deſired by Glouceſter to ſtop a moment 
at the door of a receſs, from whence ſhe 
could plainly diſtinguiſh the ſound of 
human voices. © Here then, exclaimed 
the Earl, „we ſhall be able to aſcertain 
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ce gr refute the ſuſpicion I have encou- 
$f raged.” Maud caught his arm, and 
beſought him to conſider the conſe- 
quenees of ſuch an intruſion. ND, 
cried ſhe, in a deſultory voice, 8 expect 
ce to reſtore ſome priſoner to his long 
- © oft liberty — But are you ſure theſe 
« cells contain not ſome diſaffected citi- 
e zens who will retaliate upon us the in- 
« dignities they fancy we have cauſed ? ” 

Robert liſtened not to an obſervation ſo 
chara&eriſtic of his ſiſter's ſentiments— 
but taking from his pocket ſeveral ruſty 


keys applied one to the lock, whiz hygi- 
rely gave way to his ſtrenuous 'endea- 
vours ; and the clank of chains that now 
faluted their ears was a ready contradic- 
tion to Maud's 15 1155 don. 


* 


Wich a conpoſed ad 3 aſpect, 
Earl Robert turning to the Empreſs and 
pointing towards the ſcene that met her 
horror- ſtruck eyes, aſked, * If the ſuf- 
Pe ; 4 ferings 


— 
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"oF « ſerings ſhe then beheld were not ade- 
ce quate to their cauſe ? Yonder,” he 
cried, extended on a damp and miſer- 


« able mattreſs lies him, who for a ſea- 
« ſon ſwayed the Engliſh ſceptre. Be- 
« ſide that fettered ſhadow of royalty 


« kneels'—Here his acquired fortitude 
forſook him—the noble - Glouceſter was 
unmanned. Oh, my ſiſter!ꝰ he con- 
tinued, eagerly graſping her hand and aim- 
ing to draw her nearer to the wretched 


pair“ Can you- behold - Say can you 


cc bear to ſee a once valued friend fo 
c cruelly tortured? See — there kneels 
« the ſweet, the ſuffering Matilda! 1 


do not would not ſay this has been 
c effected by your order but your order 
can reverſe the horrid picture. You 
<« can reſtore at leaſt to his former?” —— 
Oh, ceaſe, thou moſt revered. of hu- 
man beings! ”” cried Matilda, riſing 


from her knees—and again proſtrating 


herſelf before. the Emre To me 
7 Go cc To 8 
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© TO me belongs the taſk of pleading + 
. « for my captured lord. Ah, madam F 
Can you behold theſe mouldy walls— 


ce this humid earth—yon wretched mat- 


e treſs—and calmly ſay, ſuch be the re- 


« ward of uſurpation ? If he has of- 
e fended beyond forgiveneſs, it was a 
noble fault—Ler then his puniſhment 


© be ſuitable. The meaneſt criminal— 


the moſt abandoned this realm con- 
« tains, enjoys the comfort of knowing 


Pod 


cc his confinement is deſerved, and that 


cc jt is but adequate to his crimes — But 


ee here — Oh, ſovereign lady — behold 


ce thoſe chains That miſerable garb 
ce allotted to one whoſe deſcent equals 


your own! And if your mercy can- 


e not pardon, let juſtice, decency, and 
8 humanity alleviate the miſeries he 
Fx © endures,” EE 


The Westend of this ne which 


| Glouceſter had previouſly arranged, and 
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| 
5 10 aid the effects of which he had ſoothed | 
and encouraged the rigid Empreſs into | 
ſuch an unexpected attack upon her paſ- _ 1 
ſions, added to a little conſciouſneſs of hen \ A. 
own duplicity, ſo far overcame the ſpirit } 
of recrimination that ſhe ſtood nearly mo- | 
tionleſs during the gentle creature's affe&t- | 
ingpleas—who gathering from her looks, 
her ſilence, and her attitude, that ſhe might 
venture to repeat her interceſſions, re- 
ſpectively caught the hand that was next 
her, and prefling it to her agonizing bo- 
ſom while tears of bitter grief rolled over 
her pale cheek, again renewed her pa- 
thetic entreaties. 
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as Would Maud, in mercy to a help- 
«« leſs woman, cried the eager petitioner, 
but liberate my beloved. Oh, Em- 
e preſs, avert not thine eye — Let one 
< pracious beam of pity ſoften theſe an- 
« ory glances, and diſpenſe that pardon 
a which mall notbe abuſed. Never! 
denounced | 
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cc polluted touch.“ So ſaying, ſhe ſhook 
the unhappy lady from her with a vio- 


the ground. Enraged at this unfeminine 


Phen, who could only expreſs his concern 


by ſighs, groans, and inarticulate entrea- 
ties for mercy to his wife. 


e ſee,” refomed hs 8 Em- 
preſs, I clearly perceive the deteſta- 
ce blecoalition between a traitor, and him 
** who ſhould. defend the rights he ex- 
BY © poſes. to deſtruction — Say, Glou- 

« ceſter—didſt thou not, with a craft diſ- 
© honorable to thy principles, contrive 


c this meeting? And thinkeſt thou to 


overcome my juſt reſentment by ſuch | 
. | cc puny arts ? No — I tell thee, mean 


© daſtardly 


denounced the cruel judge. 4d; Serpent, 
* begone—nor contaminate me with thy” 


lence ſo unexpected as to level her with 


action, Earl Glouceſter raiſed Matilda 
with a tenderneſs not more hateful to his 
ſiſter than conſolatory to the afflicted Ste- 
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« daſtardly 38 of uſurping treaſon, 
that while life informs this beating bo- 


« ſom, Maud will be the protector of her 


« own excluſive claims. At leaſt 
7 madam,” ſaid the diſappointed Earl, 


« you will, condeſcend to remove your 


« victims from a . too horrid for the 


d abode of 1 


Maud, wad 0 thy 1 et her 


own words fully underſtood the impli- 


cated farcaſm, turned in ſullen difdain 


from a brother whoſe power, abilities 


and diſpoſition, if exerted in her behalf, 
were equal to a hoſt of armed men and 
Whoſe temper, though ſo often tried, had 
been proof againſt ſo many provocations. 
But important as his ſervices were, and 
much as ſhe generally eſtimated thoſe 


ſervices, while directed ſolely to her ad- 
vantage, ſhe could not endure to ſee 


them in any degree devoted to an enemy 
And 5 almoſt to a ſtate of 
frenzy 


a 7 


| 
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[ERS ſhe defied the conſequence of her 


uncontrolled paſſions. 


"Fart Robert who beheld in her work- 


ing features the defeat of his benevolent 
hopes, and certain of her reſolution to 
perſecute the unfortunate Stephen, now 
only contended for the poor priſoner's 
removal into a more comfortable apart- 
ment — << Unleſs,” added he, with ſmo- 
_ thered indignation, © this cruel ſituation 
te has been appropriated to the purpoſe 


of a beginning puniſhment.” e 


« me,” repeated ſhe, turning an eye that 
gleamed with revenge upon the two ob- 


jects of her inveteracy ; (for overcome 
with a complication of grief, the poor 
Matilda was reclining upon a boſom that 


throbbed in union with her own, while 
ſhe fixed a look fo pitious, ſo imploring, 


fo expreſſive upon Maud as would have 


touched every heart but hers ) Yes,” 


| went on this callous: woman— 7 ſent 


* 


cc him 


C 
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him hither — 7 plunged him into the 
« confines of darkneſs—My injuries cal- 
« led for the juſtice of retribution ; and 
here, till the ſentence is executed which 
e ſuch crimes demand, he ſhall remain. 
e For you,”* addreſſing her deteſted rival, 
who was again crawling to her feet to 
deprecate the inhuman decree — For 
© you, whoſe injuſtice to the miſtaken 
« Glouceſter, deſerves my utmoſt hatred, 
* no plea of forbearance can operate — 
«© Bit as in bis liberty lies your hope of 
future happineſs, the deprivation of it 
te will poſſibly form your greateſt puniſn- 
© ment—Go then, and mourn over your 
« admired Euſtace, the diſappointment 
« of his father's ſchemes. © Ah, Eu- 
s ſtace!”” repeated Matilda — © Did 
« you mention the heir of my beloved 
Say, what of him .... Muſt be too die! 
Where is he? and then ſhrieking 
from the acuteneſs of her feelings 
« Bring me my child — Here in this 
N e deep 
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es deep and dreary dungeon, I will hide 
e him from your wrath — Yon bed of , 
© ſorrow will contain us all. No No 
ce Crowns for us—The thorns they cover 
cc are too ſharp; ; they pierce my heart. 
See, lady!“ uncovering her ſnowy 
boſom, and then haſtily eloſing her robe 
and looking at Glouceſter - But % 
will extract them for I did not abuſe 
8 your confidence Stephen was my firſt 5 
« love. There There he lies Lan- | 
c not you diſſolve a flinty heart—a cart 
c that never melted for another's woe— 
« (youknow whoſe I mean)—Itis a very 
hard one—It condemned the poor Ma- 
« tilda, but I forgive her—Dont tell 
« dont tell, it may make her angry and 


indeed I would not hurt her for the 5 
guniverſe. * And can you bear theſe * 
« effuſions of a frenzy yourſelf have oc- 4 

„ eafioned and with-hold its cure EY 0 
aſked the Earl, while the unchecked OE 


tears Reno intercepted. ſpeech—* Ty- 
« preſs,” 


OY 
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. * 
© greſs, continued he, obſerving the 

Empreſs remained ine xorable . From 
« this moment J abjure your cauſe Gen- 


« tle and merciful, had Stephen's caſe 


« been-yours be would have ſoftened it | 


« by numberleſs attentions. Adieu, 
00 then, Madam Enjoy your boaſted 
e privileges — Triumph in the exerciſe 


< of a power that will render you hateful 
* to the preſent and future generations; 


ee but remember that the very means you 
« take toeſtabliſh your throne, will ſhake 
« its deepeſt foundation. From me you 


« have nothing to fear—7 cannot be un- 


cc juſt— But, when engaged in the ſer- 
c vice of ſome foreign potentate the fall 
« of England's tyrant ſhall reach my ear, 
« how will the circumſtances that pro- 


« duced it temper the fraternal regret of 
« a ſtill ſympathiſing brother. Stephen, 


farewell And you, ſweet victim of re- 
« morſeleſs cruelty, adieu. I cannot 


Be * mourn the loſs of that reaſon which 


9 has 
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has been ſo repeatedly attacked a 
« the fame quarter. To ſay I wiſh the 


ec reſtoration of your former power,” 


(again addrefling the captured Stephen) 
would be contrary to the pure and 
« loyal ſentiments of an uncorrupted 


wel heart—which, however it may revolt 


c againſt the miſdemeanors of a lawful 
. ſovereign, can never encourage a 
thought derogatory to her heriditary 
« acquiſitions; for although I am not 


4. permitted to be an actual friend, ſne 


« will never hear of me as a foe to her 
ec { pretenſions.” 

T he warm and vas addreſs of- 
Earl Robert to Stephen and his con- 
fort The accompanyment of tears and 


ſighs, with the calm and ſteady diſdain 


bis concluding words conveyed, ſhook 
with irreſiſtible violence the reſolution _ 


of his ſiſter; for it ſtruck at her predo- | 


minant paſſions—it rouſed every prin- 
” * 
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ciple of her ſoul which ſelf-love com- 

manded, and even menaced the anni- 
hilation of her ambitious views But to 

relent as if merely overcome by ſelfiſh . 

conſideration would be: to eſtabliſh the 
character ſhe wiſhed to avoid. Maud, 

with a ſeeming inaitention to her bro- 

ther's emotion, ſettled a commiſerating 
look upon Matilda, who, during her _ 
kind protector's ſpeech had ſeated her- | | : 

ſelf at the feet of the Empreſs, while 1 

her wild and vacant eyes were turned 

towards the object of her diſtreſs, when 


the deſultory glances, as they ſhifted to 4 
different points, at laſt fixed on the ON 
changing countenance of her perſe- . 3 
cutor. . ” | - 
It then required but little manage- Py 


ment to place to the account of pity _ 
that conduct Maud chole to adopt for ET 
a tear abſolutely forced its way as the 28 1 
contemplated the fad conſequence of 
vol. 11. D | her 


* 


» 
in 
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her barbarity. Glouceſter, on i 
nothing was loſt that encouraged a re- 

vival of his almoſt forgotten ſcheme, 
ſaw with a pleaſure he could ſcarcely 
conceal], the meſſenger of gentle tidings 
as it ſtole along the fluſhing cheek ; 
and going up to Stephen, whiſpered his 
hope of a happy termination to this 
painful ſcene—and then waited in ar- 
dent ſuſpenſe the but half-dreaded 


event. 

Lou are too much diſturbed, lady 
Matilda,” cried the Empreſs, preſſing 
the hand ſhe had ſo violently rejected 
This melancholy ſcene has depreſſed 
« your ſpirits, and awakened feelings 
ce too powerful for reſtraint, If the re- 
* moval of your huſband to a better 
- apartment is neceſſary to your com- 
.« fort, I conſent in conſideration of the 
terror you expreſs (but upon no other . 


" e that you may attend him in 
| the 
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ce the ground chamber from whence he 


« was taken.” 


OO 


Pleaſed-as Stephen and the-generous 


Earl might be at this limited conceſſion, 
its effects were loſt upon Matilda; who 
gazing upon a countenance ſo lately 


flaming with rage, (now artfully ſoftened 


to the tenderneſs of ſympathy) ſeemed 
as if endeavouring to trace the mean- 
ing of an addreſs ſhe could not under- 


_ ſtand; when a ſudden gleam of recol- 
lection darting upon her deranged 
mind, ſhe ſnatched her hand away as if 
abhorrent of the touch, and fearfully 


retreating, uttered a ſhriek ſo terrifying, 
ſo wild, and ſo expreſſive of her dread 
of Maud, as ſhot to the inmoſt ſoul of 
the conſcious woman, wy | 


« Our preſence,” obſerved the ten- 
der yet prudent Glouceſter, * ferves 


" but to diſturb this unhappy lady — We 


9 2 5 4 vill 


4 
r. 1 
3 
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vill leave her to partake of the ſweet 
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4 * 


© blandiſhments of conjugal affetion— 


[ 


which I truſt will reſtore, in ſome 

cc deg ree, thoſe intelleQs ſuch ill-timed 
„ rigor has ſo forcibly ſhaken. My 
lord,“ added he, turning to Stephen, 
Whoſe tears were bedewing the lovely 
yet vacant features of his frenzied 


wife we will ſend the faithful Eda 
« to her miſtreſs, and it ſhall be my 


es care to ſee you more comfortably 
« ſituated.” A hopeleſs ſigh, and freſh- 


ſtreaming tears, evinced the unfortu- 
nate priſoner's ſenſe of his diſconſolate 


| ſtate; and bowing in mournful filence, 


he beheld the departure of this ſtaunch 


advocate with an additional pang. | 


Although a momentary regret for 


the miſchicf ſhe had occaſioned, mixed 


with the ſcarcely controllable e flects of 


an adherence to deſpotiſm, Maud was 
determined not to recede one tittle fram 


the 
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the plan ſhe had fointed refueling her 


cnemy's final deſtination—and to prove 


to the Earl (if that could be proved) 


that in her ſeverity to Stephen, ſhe 


was guided only by patriotic juſtice, 


and a wiſh to fecure the enjoyment 


of the crown and its future ſueceſſion, 


7 * 


ſhe gave orders for the liberation ok 


Sir William de Evreux, with that of 


many others who were ſuppoſed 0 


lean to the adverſe cauley 


* v f 


Cheered by a oy fo ard? 


* 
. 
; * 
ko 
£ 


to what her conduct both in words and 


actions had given him reaſon to expect, 
Earl Robert reſumed his uſual gentle 
demeanour towards her, and intro- 


duced the gallant Sir William to kiſs - 
her hand, as a token'of renewed amity ; 
but when, with a freedom and cou- 


rage worthy of that intrepid ſpirit, the 


good old knight Uinted his hopes “e that 
cc Maud would extend her grace to the 
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10 chief. offender,” a ſcowling brow, an 


averted look, and a rejecting motion, 


proved his miſtake—while indignant at 
the offence, ſhe was ready to accuſe 
him of a preſumptuous boldneſs, in 


making. the moment of his own for- 


giveneſs a time to plead for the par- 
don of another's crimes. 

The blundering honeſty of Sir Wil- 
liam could form no idea of an impro- 


priety which even Glouceſter con- 


demned as il]-timed, and he bluntly 


confeſſed, © that the favour of his own 


« releaſe loſt much of its value from 
« the reſtrictions which attended it.“ 
But when he found himſelf deputed to 
his former poſt of watching Stephen, 
he found ſo much to admire in his 
ſovereign's generous confidence as to 
attach him ſtill more reſolutely to her 


' Intereſt, little imagining of how much 
conſequence to a ſelfiſh mind is that 


uncorrupted 


f 
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uncorrupted integrity it would avail 
itſelf of, and which, in another, is ſo 
indiſpenſible to its own artful ſchemes; 
for conſcious of that gallant probity 
which had ſupported her predeceſſor's 
rights, the Empreſs, in her haſty con- 
demnation of Sir William, adverted 
only to the gratification of her arbi- 
trary principle, nor once ſuppoſed the 
man, who, through a long courſe of 
years had never deviated from the 
grand and ruling ſentiment that ſwayed 
a loyal heart, could countenance, even 
for a moment, the practices of an 
uſurper. 


Prepared as de Evreux might be to 
meet the ſhock that awaited him in 
Stephen's apartment, the appearance 
of his gentle favourite, as The ſat totally 
inattentive to her huſband's tender and 
ineffettual attempts to rouſe her from 
the ſtupor of inſanity, exceeded even 

. _ the. 


53% pe é ron. 


the deſcription Glouceſter had given 
of her ſituation; and when he courte- 
ouſly. addreſſed her as a familiar friend, 
the wild and terrific glance ſhe threw 
over his features overpowered his 
manly reſolution, and the furrows of 
his benevolent viſage received a ſhow-. 
cr of honelt tears. 
Matilda, as if aſſiſted by a tranſient re- 
membrance of the paſt, ſeemed to loſe 
the dread of Sir William's preſence, Y 
in pity for his emotion—and heſitat- 
ing, as if doubtful of a miſtake, aſked 
him * if ke too had loſt his love—and - 
« did the Empreſs tear her from your 
© arms?” aſked the wandering lady 
„But, oh, heavenly powers!—Is that 
« Is that Sir William de Evreux ?— 
Ab, yes it is!—Say then, where is my 
2: © huſband? —Is he yet in the cold 
2 damp dungeon ?—Cruel Maud—She ; 
© tore me from him—She loaded him 
| 0 wich 
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« with irons—She plunged him beyond 
« the reach of humanity. . Not lo, my 
« worſhipped wife, your Stephen lives 
« to adore this matchleſs goodneſs— ' 
look up beſt beloved of my heart 
„the Empreſs relents—no deep damp 
dungeon contains us now—we have 
© now light, air, and warmth to cheer _ 
7 © us.” This fond empaſſioned ad- 
dreſs did not wholly loſe its end Ma- 
tilda, who for many preceding hours 
had neither noticed her weeping com- 
panion, or the change of their apart- 
ment, ſuddenly turned her eye upon 
the Count, and ſpeaking in a low, per- 
plexed, and inward tone, whiſpered 
« It ſhould be him—true, I ſaw him 
« fettered —finking—nay, dying in that 
10 horrible abode“ - But-looking round 
with the air of a perſon who aims to- 
recogniſe ſome long loſt objects 
« here the dreadful viſion ceaſes; and 
ere, haſtily claſping her arms round bo 
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the diſtreſſed Stephen, *“ here, can be 
« no deception—yet—yet, theſe irons, 
« what: can they portend but ſorrow, 
* diſgrace, and death ?”_—A violent 
burſt of anguiſh now indicated the re- 
ſtoration of her enfeebled powers, which 
Sir William and his friend, well un- 


derſtanding its efficacy, ſought not to 
check, while they imagined a free in- 


dulgence of her tears might be of uſe 
to her recovering intellects. Still ſhe 
wept with a bitterneſs that reached the 
heart of her participating conſort, while 
every link of his galling chains vas 
ſanctified by the precious drops of con- 
jugal love, till de Evreux, perceiving 
the real bent of her affecting grief, and 


ſenſible that his power extended not to 


the removal of theſe cruel manacles, 
ſought, if poſſible, to turn her attention 
to another ſubjett ; © now, by my holi- 
« dame,” obſerved he, © the Lady Ma- 
60 tilde has forgotten her ancient friend- 

nn ſhip, 
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te ſhip, it was but yeſterday that my life 
«was not worth an hour's purchaſe, 
« now, thanks to our gracious ſove- 
« reign! it bears as high a price as one 


« {o near its concluſion may hope for ; - 
« yet, if I can meet with no kind feli- 
<« citations from thoſe I love, i it matters 


ee but little whether I had died by the 


«© battle-axe, broad-ſword, or a natural 
e decay.” 


The reception this weib tied re- 
proof met with, proved Sir William's 


knowledge of the workings of a ge- 


nerous ſpirit. - Matilda felt its force; 
and extending her hand towards ber 


huſband's fetters, with a look which 
indicated ingenuous ſelf-reproach 


« Theſe,” ſhe cried, © muſt be ah apo- 
« Jogy for the negle& you complain of 


| „Alas, my burning brain can retain 


« no other image than this devoted 
object of inhuman fury a 
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a.” yes, Sir William—I feel—I_ Know 
"6. hourly expect. the diſſolution of a 
=o tie which hitherto has formed to we 
« the whole of earthly felicity. Vet, 

« when the ſum of all human hopes and 

fears the gratification of ambition, 

e jealouſy, and revenge, ſhall be ſo- 

«]emnly audited, and their accounts 

« balanced—oh, vindiQtive Maud, who 

« will appear in thy defence, and how 

« can'ſt thou avoid the condemnation 

« even of thine own accuſing conſci- 

* ence!—Tremendous thought II ſee _ 
her now II behold her!“ — 
% Ceaſe, my Matitda,” cried the a- 

larmed Stephen, who perceived in this' 

_ ſudden tranſition freſh proof of a difts. 

ordered intelle&—<.you are fatigued” 
Eda will accompany you to a com- 

« fortablẽ chamber, where our beſt = : 

0 bel gor er ordered every accom- 

A . Xx 8 modation 
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« modation that can render it de- 
« ſirable.” 

Eda now advanced, and her harraſ- 
ſed miſtreſs welcomed her with a 
mournful ſmite; and then, turning to 
de Evreux, whole withered hand ſhe 
| preſſed to her throbbing boſom, con- 

jured him to be mindful of his poor 
priſoner, and particularly to protect 
him from bis mortal enemy. Stephen, 
who well underſtood the. ſentiment 
which dictated this charge, tenderly 
embraced her, and endeavoured, when, 
the was departed, to avail himſelf. of 
Sir William's attempts to cheer bim 
with a hope of deliverance. 


— 
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CHAP. IV... - 


Is Maud, through the effects of a po- 
liey too profound for a generous mind 
to fathom, bad adopted a mode of 
treatment reſpecting her enemy's con- 
finement, more moderate than the 85 
ebullition of unreſtrained paſſion at 
firſt admitted, it was more owing to 
the cold prudence. of after-thought: 

than any meritorious exertion. Poſ- 
ſeſſed, in every point, of an unlimitied 
_ poſſeſſion of. his deſtiny, ſhe remitted. 
_ ſome of that my which had mixed 
with 


FI 
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with far different concerns, and began 


to felicitate herſelf on the abundant 


influence ſhe poſſeſſed over her nu- 
merous adherents, while ſhe gloried.in 
the completion of thole meaſures which 
promiſed to be ſo produQive of her 
own ſecurity. BB 
Nothing therefore now remained 
to check her ardent ambition in- its 


utmoſt plenitude—Geoffry had left her 
to the enjoyment of a crown—Earl 


| Glouceſter was at hand to aſſiſt, adviſe, 


and credit, by his relationſhip to the 


Empreſs, the arrangements ſhe might 


make in a kingdom unuſed to female 
ſway. Thus raiſed to the ſummit of 
ber proudeſt expectations, the natural 
bias of her turbulent and haughty diſ- 
poſition ſoon became a call upon her 
brother's patience and fortitude, ren- 


dering abortive by her impolitic ſelf- 


e the W yet juſt and mo- x 
derate 
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derate ſchemes Robert was continually 
forming to ſecure the happineſs and 
loyalty of a people who could not yet 
forget their former liberty, while the 
curfew-bell, among other Norman im- | 
poſitions, reminded them of their forced 
ſubjeQion ; and the wiſeſt diſpoſitions | 
he arranged for his ſiſter's ſecurity and 
the nation's welfare were commonly ſet 
aſide as uleleſs or pernicious, by be- 
ing either controverted in their effeds, 
or ſetting the oppoſition of Maud in a 
light. that expoſed her true character. 


„ That the conduct of his ſiſter could 
13 not, in any point, be deemed impeach- 
able, Earl Robert found ſufficient mo- 
tives for . believing ; and conceived. 
more chagrin than diſappointment at 
the miſcarriage of his well- conſtructed 
plans-—till ſtung by that ingratitude 
which he feared no circumſtances, 
Ed could alter, and ſecretly, lamenting the 
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imbecility of a heart that ſtill vibrated 
to the touch of mortified affeQions, . 
he ſuddenly reſigned. the noble truſt 
ſo ineffectually improved, and would 
wander for hours about the environs 

of Wincheſter, heedleſs of that welfare 
he had ſo nen ſupported. ; 

While the enemy of Stephen was 
thus openly exulting in the accom- 
pliſhment of her moſt ſanguine wiſhes, . 
and contemplating with a triumphant 
ſecurity the bright horizon of herril= 
liant proſpect, ſhe adverted not to the 
lowering miſchief which threatened to 
envelope its radiance—nor once con- 
ceived that her competitor, confined, 
enchained, and permitted to ſee no 

one but Matilda and de Evreux, could 
launch from the receſſes of his priſon 

a dart powerful enough to ſtrike at the 

- gaudy ſummit ſhe had gained—or that 

Het impolitic behaviour: would only 

- ſerve. 


| 


WES 


* 


+ * 
: PR” Wy. 
Hs ce — —  ————— — — // . IF 
Ws. 1 * 8 * 4 a „ R FA 
- - * * F4 A 1 N 5 * 3 


PF 


* 1 1 a 0 
5 f 1 6 TE > Be ; ; 22 wy 
«#3 « *% by + by 
8 » 8 * 1 R q N * . N . K 4 

5 f * W D 8 5 PLL n Me. Z Oy * 8 Ks * #4 3 ES 

6 r © 8 . eng . - Ou > eg . SS: od 
N "Ie Os 1 a e 2 e eee ey * * I * 8 1 2 2 1 8 2 3 1 An 7 - 9 „ „„ 
"Ty "7 1 %, 7 £2003 : : at P TR n 3 2 þ r he = thy ©. 2 4 , 1 3 
1 | n ** 5 3 n K E 


W 636A Od. 8 „ — $a ee 


BAYS OF YORE. 


ſerve to ſtrengthen the averſion a ge- 
nerous people encouraged againſt ar- 
bitrary meaſures ; more particularly as 
ſhe had, through the reſtleſſneſs of 
jealouſy, removed the unfortunate 
Blois to London, under the idea that 
he would be more ſtrifily ſecured— 
And weary of the farce which policy 
taught her to practiſe in the indulgence 
ſo recently ſhewn to Matilda, ſhe | 
availed herſelf of ſome futile pretence 
to ſeparate the affeftionate pair, and 
loaded Stephen with heavier chains 
and new indignities. e 


Thus provided as it were againſt 
every poſſible contingency, and left by 
the brother whoſe counſel ſhe negle&- 
ed, and whoſe kindneſs ſhe abuſed, 
Maud gave the full reins to her will 
and vainly-fancied deſpotiſm for legal 
government, and the haughtineſs of an 
liberal mind for true greatneſs, 

; | Accuſtomed 


DAYS OF VRH. 91 


Accuſtomed now to the exerciſe 
of unbounded - power, it became her 
_ cuſtom to condemn, acquit, or deter- 
mine cauſes as the temper of the mo- 
ment ſhould influence her judgment; 
and this buſineſs was generally pre- 
| faced by the din of thoſe who in 
ruder times were more deficient in the 
filent raſpe& of later days, and the 
Empreſs betrayed no ſymptoms of fear, 
when, on a morning ſet apart for the 
_ diſtribution of partial deciſions, as ſhe 
was looking from her cloſet to the 
court, where the lower deſcription of 
people were accuſtomed to wait, ſhe 
beheld a greater number than uſual 
clamouring for admittance; but as the 
noiſe increaſed, ſhe ſternly command- 
ed her attendants to enquire into the 
cauſe, bidding them to threaten the 
delinquents with her roy al diſpleaſure. 


Scarcely 
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Scarcely were theſe orders iſſued, 
when her ſteady adherent, Brian Fitz- 
Milo, a powerful baron, burſt into her 
apartment with a look of horror, and 
informed her that the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter had encouraged the populace 
to riſe in favor of Stephen, and had 
even engaged a part of the military in 
the ſame cauſe, concluding with the 
neceflity there was for her immediate 4 
e 24 


Maud, bite diſbelief of ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing procedure needed all che 

ſtrength of Milo's energy to contro- 
vert, would have queſtioned the truth 
ok this aſſertion, but the prelate's ap- 
pearance at the caſtle- gates, ſurround- 
ed by bow-men, heavy- armed cavalry, 
and ſpear- men, ſoon changed the cur- 
rent of her ideas, and accompanied by 
the warlike Brian, ſhe gained a ſmall 
cloſet over the e room, where he 


gu, adviſed 
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adviſed her to remain till the confu- | 


fion was abated. | | 
Here ſhe continued a prey to ar, i | | 

excited fears, when, finding Fita- Mils 

did not return, and that the guard- =_ 


room itſelf was attacked, a ſort of deſ- 

pair animated her to the moſt deſperate 
_ reſolution, and deſcending the ſteps 
ſhe ſoon found herſelf in the midſt of 
a confuſion which ſeemed to indicate 
every indubitable ſign of an inlurrec- 
tion. 


To her baſty demands for Earl 
Glouceſter none condeſcended to re- 
; ply ; and Maud immediately, from the 
ſurrounding circumſtances, concluded WF” 
her fate to be inevitable, while with a 
calm, yet, majeſtic deportment, ſhe 3 
paſſed by the guard, who, to a man, , -1l 


reſpeted that ſovereign they were de- _ 
ined LO oppoſe. I 5 wo itt 4 8 CE ; 
| #2 Amazed 
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| Amazed at the ſubmiſſion of thoſe 
rugged warriors, from whom ſhe ex- 
peed various indignities—and ſome- 
what recovered from the horror of a 
Tcene ſo unexpected, the abdicated 
monarch paſſed through a city devoted 
to partial deſtruction, with a fortitude 
aſtoniſhing even to herſelf, and hap- 
1 pily diſcovered the injured protector 
73 4 of her rights in the manner . . 

4 Fi | deſcribed. 


To the partial detail which Maud 
preſented for Lady de Warrene's ap- 
proving concurrence, ſhe gave an at- 
tention too diſcriminating for the be- 
nefit her friend, at its opening, had 
ſought to derive from it; and, although 
unacquainted, for reaſons already men- 
tioned, with many of the circum- 
ſtances we have elucidated, ſaw enough 
to condemn in a conduct which friend- 
. and * lo heartily wiſhed to 
acquit 


* 


1 
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acquit ; and when preſſed to give her 
free and candid opinion of the unequi- 
vocal reſentment the Emprels ſtill te- 


tained againſt her opponents, frankly, | 


though mode ſly, declared againſt a re- 


ſentment as irreligious, and beneath 


the dignity of a noble ſpirit. 


Aſhamed of, and heartily repenting 
that weakneſs, which, notwithſtanding 
the duplicity of her repreſentation, ap- 
peared ſo culpable in the eye of deli- 
cacy, Maud adverted no longer to the 
ſubject of her real and ſuppoſed in- 
juries, forbearing to add an information 
which Sir William de Evreux had com- 
municated juſt before the concluſion of 


her ſtory by letter, namely, that the 


unfortunate Matilda, overpowered by 
the weight of reiterated calamity, was 


no longer in a ſituation to excite the 


rage which had been fo repeatedly ex- 
erciſed againſt her, But another piece 


of 


„ 24 
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10 intelligence, which followed sir Wi. 
liam's, convinced the Empreſs that the 
ſituation fo long and ſo variouſly con- 
tended for by this miſjudging woman, 

was now to be deprived of a reſource 

which, however impoliticly neglected, 
had proved her firſt, her ſureſt, and 
chiefeſt ſafeguard or only to be in ſome 
degree preſerved by means that would 
effectually deſtroy the gratification of 
- der deareſt purpoſes. 


; The e of that hope 
vbich induced Maud to truſt her li- 
mited confeflion to a friend, whoſe 
virtues ſhe fondly fancied would re- 

: fle& a portion of their purity upon her 
own equivocal ones—and from whoſe 
indulgence ſhe conceived an idea of 
being juſtified in all theſe caſes to 
which that juſtification. might apply, 
the Empreſs-quitted her ſociety, with | 


an emotion allied to diſguſt, and ſought 
+. WET 
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her brother, from whom the expected 
a a confirmation of Matilda's demiſe— 
when, in her paſſage to his cloſet, ſhe 
vas ſtruck by the melancholy aſpect of 
ſeveral retainers, and ſerving men, who | 
contrary to the .independant cheerfulneſls © + = 
which marked the manners of thoſe who = 
were happy enough to attend the Earl, 
were ſtationed in mournful  filence in 
their different departments. | 


To the deep and awful reverence of 
every inferior Maud had been famili- 
arized, as, contrary to Earl Robert's 
practice, ſhe meaſured: the eſteem and 
veneration of her ſubje&s by the ſo- 
lemn diſtance they obſerved; till find- 
ing, as ſhe advanced, that they attempt- 
ed to ſhun her preſence, and the queſ- ID J 
tions ſhe was diſpoſed to aſk. Maud - : 2 | 
enquired for their lord—=and if he were = 
within—a laconic “ No, gracious lady, 
was the only anſwer ſhe obtained; and, 3 
„„ as | "a 


- ed upon a ſpacious garden, where alarm- 
ed by the appearance of ſeveral knights 


in conference with Fitz-Milo, ſhe felt 
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as if fearful of farther interrogations, 
they, one by one, reſpectfully retreated. 


She then ſurveyed the different apart- 


ments of his ſuite, and was ſtepping 
from a ground ſummer- room that open- 


deſirous to know the ſubject of their 
conference. 


"Thaw were covered with the dirt of 
unfrequented roads, and upon a nearer 


ſurvey, ſhe perceived her brother's eſ- 


quire and ſeveral pages among the 
group. 1 


There was nothing extraordinary in 
this meeting, as it was extremely pro- 
bable they might have accompanied the 
Earl in his morning's ride, and on k 
their return, had ſtopped ro inform 


Count Milo of ſome unintereſting event. 
But, 


U 


2 
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But, on a nearer - and unſeen approach, 
ſhe perceived every mark of terror and 
uneaſineſs on the brow of F , f 


% 
* 


2 A 
_— 


* \ 


* 


The firſt dow that occurred, was, that 4 
the legate had detached a force ſufficient 
to beſet the city of Glouceſter; and that 
her brother was abſent upon buſineſs 
relative to the intended fiege—which | + 
_ ready-formed ſuſpicion accounting for 7 
the miſtruſt and melancholy ſhe had no- | 
ticed among his friends and dependants, 
it obliterated every doubt reſpecting his 
perſonal ſafety—but her own now be- 
came a ſubject of ſerious conſideration”; I: 
and ſhe waited impatiently for Fitz- 
Milo's information, as he, in purſuance E 
of a ſignal ſhe gave him, haſtened from 3 
the road beyond the hedge to attend 95 
her commands. 


% 


To her abrupt demand for an ex- 
planation of her fears, the countenance 


2 2 of 


$.- 
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of the baron gave a foreboding ORs 


and humanity ſeemed to linger upon 
the denunciation which muſt carry dag- 


gers to the heart of his ſovereign.— 


« You heſitate, my lord — Where is 
Glouceſter? What means this re- 
ce juctance ?—If Stephen has obtained 


« his liberty—lIf the treacherous biſhop 
„ has fought his way through an ene- 
„ my's territory, and threatens the li- 


© berty of an unfortunate woman, it 


© becomes you to undeceive her.” © ] 


e would undeceive my gracious Em- 


< preſs, replied Fitz-Milo, © but how 


ce can I tell her that, although the le- 
<< cage, for aught we can judge, is ig- 


cc norant of our preſent calamity, her 


. © ſole ſupport—the pillar of her cauſe. 


| the great, the gallant Glouceſter 
e has fallen a''——<© No more, thou 
© horrid harbinger of evil !—Croak not 


« the death of ſo noble a ſoldier es 


« —he is dead !—Thy rueful counten- 
| « ance 


% 
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f 
\ 


e ance confirms it ke is dead, and -Y 
«© Stephen has eſcaped! “ Now tie 
« RBleſſed Virgin forbid, cried de 1 


Evreux, who heard the concluſion of * 
this rapid deciſion “ Stephen is ſafe; e 4 
and Glouceſter in being !—Would 1 1 

« could go no farther but it muſt be f 
„known I Our noble Earl is taken b 

e prifoner by a party of archers, Wo | l 

« accidentally met him on the road to May } 
Oxford, whither he was going for the | 2 
8 purpoſe of ſecuring yet more power- . F 


« fully the intereſt of her citizens in 
* your favour.” 


Still thought Maud, as The wiped off 
the tear this intelligence extorted — 
Still muſt 7 be the ultimate cauſe of - 
every ſuffering his gallant heart has en- 
dured l- Oh, Glouceſter, what a fate is 
thine !—Difappointed in every dear and 
rational expeCtation—thwarted—contra= 
dicted—eyen defied by ber whoſe vio- 
| E 3 llence 
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lence could not force thee to neglec> 
her as ſhe deſerves. 


The otra was ſudden—its mo- 
tive tranſient- and ſelf again predomi- 
_. nated. Deſirous to know how far her 


con danger might be involved with his, 
ſhe conſulted with theſe truſty veterans, 
as to the methods ſhe ſhould take to 
aſcertain the true ſpring from whence this 


unhappy event aroſe; and, agreeably to 
the advice of her friends, ſhe diſpatched 
a courier to the place of her brother's 
confinement, who immediately diſco- 


vered the artful biſhop as a leading prin- | 


cipal i in this buſineſs. 7 


Sir William de Tei then MY 


took to open a negociation with the 


| legate, who freely acknowledged the 


glory he had obtained by this ſucceſsful 


ſtep; and in anſwer to Sir William's 


queſtion, as to the ranfom expected 
2 2 cc . 
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hs Go, 5 cried the turbulent prieſt, © and 


ce tell your haughty miſtreſs, Earl Glou- 


« ceſter is no common acquiſition; 


©« not all the riches her well-crouded. 


« cofters can boaſt are equal to the pur- 
e chaſe of ſuch a gem—which, while 
0 ae ſeemed valueleſs to her 


« but we :0w his worth, and can even 


KA 


* honour that integrity which impriſon- 


ment itſelf can neither ſhake or dimi- 
* niſh ; however, ſhe has cue equivalent, 
Mn and only one, in all her vaſt poſſeſ- 


« ſions, that can anſwer our expe@a- 


tions Stephen, my injured brother, it 
« js his liberty alone that muſt compen- 


<« fate for Glouceſter's Let her ſet im 


« free, and Robert ſhall be free alſo.” 


« I dare not,” cried the candid nego- 


ciator, —© my lord, I dare not make 


ee the propoſition—all that entreaty or 
re monſtrance can do has been tried in 


e vain; it is certain 7am an aged worn- 


out creature, ſcarcely worth the keep- 


oF . E 4 1 be ing, 


8 8 * a 
bp 2 


. 4 25 
104 - DAYS OF yoRE. 
* ing, but if you chooſe to accept ne 
as an hoſtage, I am at your ſervice 
till the conditions can be realized, 
« which ſhall eſtabliſh the Earl's liberty 
© on honourable terms.” — © We diſ- 
** pute not the conſequence of a de 
% Evreux,” returned the legate, his 
« worth — his battles — his unforfeited 
« reftitude is well known ;—but in this 
of inſtance, the equality is  deficient— 
« prince for prince. We confeſs the 
&« ſimilitude of their claims ; and the il- 
« legitimacy of Glouceſter is abundant- 
e ly covered hy his ſuperior merits—ſon 
© of a potent king, and the admiration 
« of a great nation, we are not unwill- 
« jng to claſs him with one whoſe rights 
«as a real ſovereign we are bound to 
“ ſupport :—This, then, is our fixed 
* determination ; retire in ſafety, Sir 
ee William, and give your Empreſs our 
ce alternative — Stephen — or Glou- 
F gener,” 

How 
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How bitter foevies this alternative 


might prove, the Empreſs was not in a 


ſituation to reject it with her uſual de- 
fiance. Deprived of an able counſellor 


by the very means he was aiming to 


ſubvert, and conſcious how little ſhe 


could depend upon thoſe barons who 


ſtill adhered to her from the rectitude 
of a principle which no adventious in- 
cident could alter, yet more than from 
any intereſt her behaviour while their 
ſovereign had ſecured, there ſeemed to 
be a climax in her fate, beyond which 


deſtruction appeared i in its moſt formid- | 


% 


able light. 


Hitherto the paſſions of her heart, al- 
though a limited indulgence had been 
allowed them, had ſtopped ſhort of ac- 
tual and decided criminallity—in | her 
tranſactions regarding the fate of Ma- 
tilda, the utmoſt extent of her inten- 


tions reached not further than perpetual 


E5 confinement 
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confinement—and, though ſhe could not 
mm wiſh to invalidate the repeated reports 
: of her death, ſnhe was contented with 

maintaining a conſtant oppoſition to her 

ſearch after happineſs, nor once relaxed 

that ſort of ſeverity from the exerciſe of 
which much evil might be expected. 

But now, her mind enflamed to a pitch 

of temporary madneſs, became the re- 
luctant fabrication of ſchemes too dia- 
bolical for contemplation, and the en- 
couragement and rejection of them were 

the work of a very few minutes. 


= To be compelled by a triumphant ene- 
my to releaſe the fruſtrator of every 
grand deſign to confeſs, by this action, 
her ſubmiſſion to the man ſhe had ex- 
ulted over- would be to part with every 
particle of that power his captivity en- 
ſured “ No, cried the miſerable Em- 
cet not the recovery of that kind 
and valued friend could compenſate 
« for 
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cr or the in ſuch an exchange | 


1 muſt produce.” _ Sr 
N r | . Wy 


In this wail exigence, her to-» 
ment was encreaſed by the weight of a 
buſineſs ſhe conceived. herſelf wholly 
obliged to ſuſtain. To argue the mat- a 
ter with de Evreux would be to furniſh _ "EY 
weapons againſt her own opinion; and * 
there was no medium in this caſe that 5 
Lady de Warrenne could offer, were 5 
Maud inclined to truſt her with her per- ö 
plexities, as the delicacy, and generoſity 
of that lady's ſentiments would pro- 
nounce immediately on the queſtion for 
Glouceſter's emancipation. 


The night ſucceeding this unwelcome 
intelligence was paſſed by the Empreſs 
in a ſleepleſs and tearful anxiety ; and 
when Sir William demanded an audi- C 
ence upon the ſubject of Stephen's li- —_ 
nn, he found her n incapable > 
* 6 3 5 1 
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; of rational diſcrimination; every power 
of her ſoul was involved in that horrid 
anxiety which baffles the calmneſs of 


4 quiet diſquiſition. And mult I, cried 

the agitated lady, © muſt I, to recover a 
= gs bleſſing, alas, once too little prized, 
_ * put arms into the hands of an enemy 
4 4 ie 5 who will ſoon render the acquiſition 


vf that bleſſing ineffectual?— Think 
_ for me, Sir William judge for me- 
my mind is in tumults I ſee nothing 
< but inexpreſſible miſery in my ac- 
e ceptance of theſe terms Go back to 
© the legate ; tell him, on his peril to 


= - « detain the noble priſoner how dare 
= | © he preſcribe conditions to his lawful 
1 > = « ſovereign ! Hg 

| To think for to judge the cauſe of 


a woman, whoſe rage prevented even 
- the privilege of thought, was a matter 
to which even the patience of de Evreux 
was unequal; and in a moment's interval 
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of the Empreſs! 8 fury, be frankly aſſured 
her no other terms would be accepted; 
indeed, it was his firm opinion, that 


Ng 2 . 


Stephen ſhould be releaſed —< I know 


«< jt—T know ic”—interrupted the wrath- 


ful Maud—*< fool that I am to aſk for 


e ſuch an opinion but mark me, fir— 
„The majeſty of England ſhall not 
« ſtoop to the plauſible qualities of a 


« baſe uſurper; and be the conſequence 


what it may, I have him and FI hold | 


> 


him e to 


The deadly paleneſs of her viſage, as 
ſne heſitated to pronounce a fatal de- 
nunciation, too well explained her mean- 
ing. De Evreux ſhuddered, and for- 
bearing to preſs his motives for her ac- 
quieſcence, retired in the utmoſt diſ- 
turbance, leaving her in a ſituation the 


moſt unenviable even to humiliated po- 


verty—till the arrival and converſation 


of Cardinal Trapanti once more gave 


; | 5 8 birth 


2 
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birth to the hope of attaining her pur- 
poſe without the mortifying conditions 
annexed. 


To account for the _ intereſt this 
churchman took in the Empreſs's 
grie vances, it may be neceſſary to ſtate, 
that, diſappointed in his attempts to 
obtain the legantine office which Calix- 
tus, Pope of Rome, had conferred on 
Stephen's brother, Trapanti/ ſought 
every opportunity of mortifying the 
biſhop, whoſe artful inſinuations had not 
only deprived the Cardinal of his hopes, 

but contrived to render him an object 
of ſuſpicion to Calixtus, by taxing him 
with an intent to favour the Antipope, 
Gregory; and to ſuch a length were 
theſe ſuſpicions carried, that the Cardi- 
nal, from regard to his perſonal ſafety, 
had quitted Italy to take up his reſidence 
in England ; ; and ſince Maud arrived at 

Glouceſter, the ſclf-baniſhed Italian was 
ſeldom 


* 
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5 ſeldom abſent from court. Here he 

, had remarked the effects of a diſpoſi- 

| tion in ſome points ſimilar to his own. 

Both were ſwayed by a wiſh to render 
the family of Blois as contemptible to 
others as to themſelves. 


Trapanti, who poſſeſſed the true 


) 

i Italian principle, encouraged, although 

1 without any determinate plan, the che- 

t riſhed idea of a ſignal revenge; and 

e while commending Maud's miſcalled 
t lenity to her captive, ſecretly hinted at 

, more vigorous treatment as eſſential to 
R her own . 

n 4 7 | 

55 The propoſal reſpecting Glouceſter's 

e exchange was now communicated to her 
- new friend with an acrimony ſhe was 
„„ | fure would meet every indulgence from 
8 the only one whoſe opinion could be ſaid 
at to coincide with her own ; and the un- 
as happy Empreſs, who ſaw not beneath = 


m | 1 „ 
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the maſk of a profound dit mulation, 
principles whoſe natural propenſities 
needed not the real provocation they 
ſtruggled with to render them more 
odious, felt a degree of relief in the ar- 


dent attention, the ſhrug of abhorrence, | 


even the ſigh of pity,. with which her 
violent repreſentations were received. 
When ſhe had concluded, Trapanti liſt- 
ened with the air of one deeply con- 
cerned in the ſubje& ſo expreſſively 


communicated to him, and perceiving 


ſhe was ſilent, he aſked * if ſhe had not 


« determined to defeat the palpable in- 
<« tention of her enemies.” I would 


« defeat them, holy father; but with 
„what weapons? Powerleſs, even 
« friendleſs in this inſtance, who ſhall 


cc point out any poſſible means of ex- 


e trication ?” can, returned the 


Cardinal, 7 will ſtand in the place of 


him you lament—Aſk not to what 
* a or how this engagement will 
| . N 40 be 


| 


\ 


« be completed—It is ſufficient to know 


8 panti ſhall be revenge. 
ſuch an aſſurance, the Empreſs felt every _ 


her brother, ſhe ſaw not in her auxi- 
expreſſion of rancour which the con- 
anxious to underſtand in what way this 
important buſineſs was to be e eee 


ſtranger to Engliſh laws, cuſtoms, and 
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that Maud hall triumph—that Eng- 
« land hall ſoon renew her allegiance” ? 
—and, (lowering his voice), “ that Tra- 


f 


* the encouragement conveyed by - 


hope revived; and blinded by the eager = 
deſire to retain Stephen, and recover > 


liary's countenance the dark malignant 
cluſion of his apoſtrophe kindled- et. 
after a moment's conſideration, ſhe felt 
—or how a foreigner, almoſt a total 
prejudices, could, by his ſingle proweſs, - 


perform a deed of ſuch importance. 


8 


* 


11% dpa of YoRr... 


As if conſcious of the curioſity his aſ- 
ſeveration muſt inſpire, and willing to 
try how far ſhe might be inclinable to 
rely upon his aſſiſtance, Trapanti, with 


a ſmile compoſed of Italian fineſſe, and 
the deep ſubtilty of a heart alive only 
to its own feelings, reſpectfully con- 


gratulated her upon the proſpect of 
future greatneſs; and artfully inſinuated 
2 hope that ſhe would go hand in hand 
with him in the arduous undertaking. 
Maud ſtarted—Her objection to an un- 
limited truſt gained ſtrength- and ſhe 


gravely expreſſed her denial to every 


ſcheme, from the premature knowledge 
of which ſhe was to be excluded. 


\ gs 


of his ſoul, at this untoward queſtion, 


would have betrayed him to any one 


leſs anxious than Maud for the accom- 
pliſhment of her deſires But recovering 


himſelf, and fixing a penetrating look 
; %% D upon 


Trapanti bluſhed The vexation 


ſe 
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upon her embarraſſed features — Is 
there, cried this conſummate diſ- 
ſembler, „Is there a ſituation more 
« dangerous— more open to the ma- 
© chinations of villany, than her's be- 
« fore me —Deprived of a reſource 
which has hitherto preſerved her from 
« deftruction—Solicited by an enemy 
« to reſign the laſt hope of her declin- 

ing cauſe—and certain that in that re- 
« ſignation is implied the entire loſs f 
tea crown—perhaps life.. The Em- 
preſs trembled — «© For how are you 
« aſſured that Glouceſter's reſtoration 
« will follow that of Stephen; and when 
« the main ſpring is clogg ged, and its | 
ee Jeſſer wheels reſtored to action, Who 
can temper the velocity with which 
« they will move, or with what power 
« you can check them.“ But the 
© means, holy paſtor,” ſaid the impa- 
tient Maud, whoſe imagination theſe 
torcible ſuggeſtions had diſpoſed to ad- 
- * mat 
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mit whatever he ſhould deviſe—*© name 


te them, my lord, nor fear the intre- 
« pedity of an injured woman.“ 41 


« know but one,” anſwered Trapanti, 


— 


while he examined every working fea- 
ture, as if anxious to learn how far he 


might venture — But one True, lord 


Cardinal, there is but one and that” 

y, lady hat, once atchie ved, 
ee not all the powers of rebellion can 
ee ſhake your throne”—< Yet,” heſita- 


ted Maud even that expedient might - 


«:be inſufficient if ——cc Impoſlible,” 


exclaimed the prieſt, (who now con- 


jectured her full approbation of his 
horrid plan)“ we have only to accede 


ce in appearance to the legate's requeſt 
«—To appoint a place midway between 
«© Glouceſter and Wincheſter (whither 


« the noble Earl is carried) for the pur- 


<< poſe of exchanging our reſpective 


„ priſoners, and?” —— But Stephen, 
cc father How ſhall we account for his 
« abſence 


de 


CT 
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« abſence Ile muſt not be liberated.” 
« Liberated,” repeated Trapanti, with 
the grin of a demon-— Yes, lady—he 


« he“ “ He what'—=© Why he 


« muſt not be left out of the negocia- 


« tion—His diſpoſal will form the prin- 


« cipal feature in it.“ “ Surely, ob- 
ſerved the Empreſs, while her heart 
ſtruggled to repreſs the horrid .idea her 
thoughts conceived—<< we do nat un- 
« derſtand each other—You do not— 
ce Tuſt heavens V ou cannot mean to 
« —to=—ſtrike at“ His ſafety” ſaid 
the cunning cardinal—who immediate- 
ly comprehended his miſtake—and in- 
wardly curſed the imbecility of a woman 
who would ſtop at nothing ſhort of 
murder—and who could feel a barbarous 
delight in practiſing every ſpecies of 
cruelty, which chains and impriſonment 
could inflict upon a relation and an 
equal. But as her claims, expectations, 
and Intentions became now in a degree 

familiar 


” 
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familiar to him, he determined to truſt 
her with no more of his plans than could 
be aſſiſted by her endeavours. With 
this deſign he went on to ſay—“ that, 
ce previous to the arrangement hinted at, 
« the Count of Blois muſt either be con- 


« veyed from England, or confined in 


ce its deepeſt obſcurity; and that his 
unexpected death might be urged as 
an unanſwerable motive for the per- 
© formance of her engagement! Vet, 
obſerved ſhe, © we are not to ſuppoſe 
that an enemy fo vigilant, and fo in- 


« tereſted in the ruin of thy cauſe, would 
« credit ſuch an aſſertion; or that the 


« Earl's emancipation will not be diſ- 
«© puted—The vileneſs of a corrupted 
heart will not ſcruple to judge of 
ce others by its o.]n True, re- 


turned Trapanti, (while he repreſſed a 
ſmile of contemptuous incredulity at a 
remark which He deemed ſo. uncharac- 


teriſtic of the 8 „But it ſhall 


2 be 
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« be my buſineſs ſo to diſpoſe of the 
« Biſhop of Wincheſter, as to render 
«any oppoſition from him utterly 
© yague—for, inflated as he may be in 
te the poſſeſſion of his great commiſſion, 
«the intereſt of Trapanti will again 
« revive—and although it is ſufficient 
« to declare that if Calixtus himſelf 
«© ſhould offer me the once conteſted ho- 
6 nour, I would refuſe it, there is reaſon 
to ſuppoſe he cannot enjoy it long.“ 
So ſaying, he quitted the preſence to 
prepare for the gratification of his cwvx 
revenge, independant of his employer's 
advantage, any farther than from a con- 
ſideration that her influence, as reign- 
ing ſovereign of England, might ad- 
vance his intereſt with a ſucceeding 


Pope. | 


/ 
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CHAP. v. 


—— . 


Tur dependance which Maud felt 


fully inclined to encourage on Trapanti's 


abilities in her behalf, made her ſny of 
committing even to the warm-hearted 
de Evreux, any part of the intended 
buſinẽſs; and in conſequence of his re- 


queſting another audience, the Empreſs 
received him with a cheerful aſpect. 


He felicitated her on the viſible change 


—The Empreſs. ſmiled - but avoided 
any explanation; and turned to Lady 


E de Warrene, whoſe ſuppoſed ignorance 


. 


— and nnd — 


f — 
4 * 
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ol Latin (the language in which Tra- 


panti's conference had been held) 


made her preſence of no moment. 
_« You ſeem dejetted, my lady,“ ſaid 
her royal miſtreſs, © Take courage; 
ct Our favourite will ſoon be in a way 


« to acknowledge the remembrance 


4 of his friends.” —* Pray Heaven 


« prant it;” cried Sir William, (who 


perceived i in the gentle Adela's coun- 
tenance a mixture of horror, grief, 
and indignation). But when, on ſome 


pretence ſhe made to paſs him as 


he ſtood at ſome little diſtance from 


the Empreſs, he heard her diſtinct- 
ly whiſper —“ Guard the devoted 


« Stephen”—Sir William ſtopped, nor 
could utter another word—Trapanti's 
long and myſterious viſit=The triumph 
of Maud Her filence on a ſubje& 
which, three hours before, was her in- 
ceſſant theme, wanted not ſo ſtrong an 


inducement to diſtruſt and ſuſpicion; 


VOL. 11. IJ; © as 


A 
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and in the honeſt confuſion of his agi- 
tated thoughts, he did a thing which 


was, of all others, the moſt inimical to 


(when the ſhocking fears he began to 


entertain of ſome nefarious treachery 


| would admit of ſpeech) What was 


* concluded on reſpeQling the Earl.” 


Accuſtomed to the deepeſt reſpeQ, 
Maud could not reliſh ſuch abrupt- 
neſs, and diſdained to anſwer a queſtion 


which might lead to another, not alto- 
| gether ſo eaſy to ſatisfy—beſides, there 


was an air of defiance about de Evreux 
that ſeemed to ſpeak a language ſhe 
choſe not to underſtand Her ſilence 
Her rejecting hand, as if command- 
ing bim to withdraw, conjoined with 
other ſymptoms, convinced him of 


| Stephen's. danger—and, as prudence 
had never been the guide of his ac- 


tions, ſo it now failed in its influence 
. upon 
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upon his ſpeech, for, as he ſlowly re- 
treated, he warned the Empreſs to 
forbear the commiſſion of an act which, 
even the noble Robert would eſtimate 
as deteſtable; adding — % That con- 
« ſcious of the punttual difcharge of 
« his duty, in guarding the uſurper, 
« he dreaded no miſrepreſentation of 
« his words, when he declared; that 
« the ſame principles which ſecured to 
his miſtreſs her royal prerogatives, 
ce would operate to preſerve her from 
« diſgrace—and while employed in de- 
« fending her ſacred perſon from the 
« attacks of an enemy, he ſhould be 
« equally tenacious in protecting that 
© enemy from the culpable fury of 
« 1gnoble revenge.” 1 


Somewhat alarmed by the decided 

and fearleſs manner in which Sir Wil- 
| liam expreſſed his reſolution, Maud 
condeſcended to aſſure him that the 
| 72: > 1-2 


ö 
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plan then agitating for her brother's 

deliverance, involved only a change 
ol priſon for the unfortunate Stephen 


—and as if deſirous to eſcape the ſeru- 


tiny of a guileleſs heart, put a finiſh 
to an audience which gave de Evreux 


the moſt poignant ſuſpicion of ſome 


impending evil—and he ſought Lady 


de Warrene, under an impreſſion that 
ſhe could explain the meaning of thoſe 
dreadful words ſhe had uttered ; but 


from all that lady's imperfect know- 


ledge of the Latin tongue allowed 
him to collect, it only appeared that 
Trapanti was a foe to the houſe of 
Blois, againſt which he meditated ſome 


dire miſchief, either collectively or 


individually, — She therefore could 
only eſtabliſh her motives for giving 
the myſterious warning, in her fears 


, ni who was ſo completely 


in their power, that the Cardinal might, 
' the * avail himſelf of the op- 
portunity 
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portunity which fo unhappily offered : 


to exerciſe a partial 1 


* 


Fhat there was an induditable rea- 


ſon for theſe apprehenſions, Sir Wil- 
liam could not deny - yet to put 


Stephen upon his guard, manacled, 
emaciated, and ſinking under the hor- 
rible ſuppoſition that Matilda, whoſe. 
attendance on him in a dreary and un- 


wholeſome dungeon, had nearly if not 
quite deſtroyed, would be of little con- 


ſequence, as death itſelf was, in the 
unhappy ſufferer's eſtimation, diveſted 


of thoſe terrors which cling to a foul 
about to be ſeparated from all the en- 


joyments a ſmiling world can confer— 


And Sir William, diſtreſſed, and un- 
certain what ſtep to take, was about to 
rctire from the ſympathizing de War- 
renne, when he was ſuddenly arreſt- 
ed, and informed that his attendance 


—_ W would be 8 with 


rd in 
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in future (ſor it mould be obſerved, 
that Maud, ſoon after her arrival at 
Glouceſter, had cauſed her miſerable 
captive to be conveyed to the dungeon 
oh a caſtle within its vicinity). 


F Of courſe, de 3 was a reſi- 
dent of the city; and, to his utter 
ſurpriſe, ſoon found himſelf an inmate, 
though not an inbabitant of ſo dread- 
ful an apartment wich his hapleſs com- 
panion, to whom he had ſhewn him- 
| ſelf the condoling friend, and, in- 
deed, his humanity beſpoke him ſuch, 
in a proper degree, to every lon of 
affliction. 9 


For . days ſucceeding this 
cruel event, Stephen, vho derived every 
earthly ſource of conſolation from 
his benevolent guard's diurnal viſus, 
expreſſed a cruel uneaſineſs for an ab- 


ſence which, . bis great age, 
might 


1 
- 
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might. be rationally attributed io a 
ſudden demiſe, and uſed every poſſi- 
ble means to obtain ſome 9 5 
of him; but Sir Willianes ſucceſſors 
had none of thoſe amiable weakneſſes 
about them which diſtinguiſhed” kim, 
and a ſullen monoſyllable, or filent re- 
jection of his petition, were * wm 
neral replications. - 5 . 5 


It now appeared to the wretched 
man that he had funk to the depth of 
mortal miſery—No eye beamed a ray. 
of pity on his unſupported hope—No 

tongue diſpenſed the accents of kind- 
"neſs, or the effuſions of ſympathy, to 
meliorate the pungency of ſuffering— 
Light was ſupplied by a miſerable 
lamp, which often left his gloomy 
abode in impenetrable darkneſs--.-=And 
even the food, whoſe ſcanty. portion 
had been regularly ſerved, now, 
dien the careleſſneſs of his pur= » 


— * 
— 
* 
A wa, m * 
' % i by mo : FI 
= w WS. * 
Sy * 
e 8 N 
: i : * * N tf o 
_ 2 


EYST or YORE- 


veyors, . became very unequall ad- 
miaiſlered. | 2 945 


In a Gtuation ſo void of the com- 
mon comforts of exiſtence, the aids of 


religion were ineffectual to the pur- 
poſe: of Telief---a2d while he prayed 
for. a reſtoration of the good he had 
loſt, he ſeemed to _ his deareſt, 
hope on its recovery. 


> 
"> 
25 #- 


Thus. lonely, and left to the con- 
- templation of his various diſtreſſes, 


Stephen paſſed the ſolitary hour of 
midnight, (ſeveral of which were now 
revolved ſince the abſence of de 
Evreux) when, long after the extine- 
tion of his feeble lamp, he perceived 


a light ſtreaming through a ſmall - 


chink of his door. Convinced it ar- 
gued » ſomething. extraordinary. at a 
time which, from repeated obſerva- 
Baue he cue ſſed Was Pppropriiged to. 


q* * 
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reſt, he waited, in anxious impatience, 
| the reſult of this phenomenon, when 
the entrance of ſeveral ruffian-looking 
figures convinced him there was ſome- 
thing yet left to dread, and proved 
that, however lightly we may eftimate - 
death when aſſailed by trying afflictions, 1＋ 
yet there are no evils ſo heavy as that 
his near approach afflicts, for he funk 
down on the mattreſs as if eager to 
ſhun his unwelcome viſitors, while his 
eye intently followed their motions. 


The firſt, who bore a lamp, which 
he placed on the floor, was ſhrouded 
with a long black cloak; and a large 
uncouth hat, made in the faſhion of 
the times, ſerved as a covering to his 
face, being drawn forward ſo as to 
conceal his features. OT VE 


As Stephan! through exceflive 
terrors and univerſal debility, Jay de- 
5 ” BY prived 
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— 


ers or Your. 


* 


prived of every external motion, the 
man, who had firſt advanced, again 
took up the lamp, and, beckoning 


to his fellows, approached the bed, : 
and gazed attentively at the ſelf-con- 
demned victim, while his action ſeem- 


ed to expreſs a ſuppoſition that he 


was no more; when a deep groan in- 


dicating ſome ſymptoms of returning 
life, the ſtranger raiſed him, and at- 
tempted to make the half-reviving 
creature ſwallow the contents of a 
phial he held in his hand. With a 


faint, rejecting motion, Stephen would 


have put it aſide, feebly exclaiming 
„ Tis poiſon”—when, ſtarting from 


his recumbent poſture, and looking 


wildly on thoſe around him, he added, 
4.04 Oh, mercy, for heaven's ſake !“ 


« Here are none but friends,” cried a 
voice that almoſt convulſed the Count, 


„ Drink this cordial—it will reſtore 


« your flecting powers.“ 


B ” Still 
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Still confuſed, and unable to ac 
count for the thrilling effect of thoſe 
tones he had heard, Stephen was about 
to accept the offered beverage, when 
the approach of ſeveral footſteps, as 
deſcending the abyſs, and the ſurpriſe | 
this noiſe occaſioned to Count Blois's 
vifitant, induced him to turn bis eyes 
to an obje too incereſting to be neg. 
| lefted. | 0 


The Regen had thrown aſide his bl 
cloak, and diſcovered a rich yet ligknt  _ | 1 
covering of half-armour. In one | bo 
hand he. graſped a glittering ſword, © WM 
and placing himſelf before Stephen, © Mp 
ſeemed to wait with a calm intrepidity i 
ſome important event; while, on a fign _ YA 
given to his followers, they alſo threw 3 Þ | 
off their cumbrous diſguiſes, and arm- _— 
ed with different, weapons, attended 


— = 

in ſilent reſpect their ſuperivr's, com- 3 

mad . 19.1 1 
r 6 If 
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- If Stephen had decided againſt the 
appeatance of his myſterious compa- 
nions, thoſe who now entered afford- 

ed a ſtill ſtranger motive for ſuſpicion; 

but before he could delineate their 
different characters, as portrayed by 
their habits, he obſerved, with en- 
creaſed - aſtoniſhment, the gallant 
ſtranger attempt to ſeize the foremoſt 
of thoſe who had laſt entered, at the 
moment he was aiming a fatal ſtroke 
at his powerful opponent, and. a ge- 
neral ſcuffle immediately enſued. 


1 For ſome minutes the conteſt was 
arduous ; till the ſtranger throwing his 

adverſary with a conſiderable violence 
from him, he fell ſenſeleſs againſt a 
projection of the wall; and his aſſiſt- 
ants, who. were much diſcouraged by 
this overthrow, readily ſubmitted to 
rheir conqueror, who permitted. them 
to. raiſe his Ailabiech antagoniſt; and 
„„ then, 


vars or r 


wen turning ward the Count, diſ- 
cloſed to him the features of Earl 
Glouceſter. With claſped hands, 


overflowing eyes, and a heart whoſe | 


turbulent gratitude impeded his ac- 
knowledgments for a deliverance which 
yet he could not either underſtand, or 
properly appreciate, Stephen would 
have fallen before his gallant friend, 
but he waving all particulars reſpect- 
ing this wonderful bulineſs, ſtruck 
off his digraceful chains, and told. 
him * he was Jree.'” 


+ 


98 
: 4 
uS bo 
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Durien this undertaking, (in which 


one of his men afliſted him, two more 
were employed i in guarding the wound- 
ed perſon's followers, and another, un- 


derſtanding his lord's intention, had 


retired ſeveral minutes before) Stephen 
who, notwithſtanding the delirium of 
fai; mat a proſpeck of freedom 


. hs excited, 
CR + 
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excited, could not help noticing the 
earneſt glances Glouceſter caſt towards 
the door, while he expreſſed, in half 
. words, bis wonder that Richard did 
not return ; but a ſhort time relieved 
his ſuſpenſe, and Richard entered, 
leading a ſmall and apparently fragile 
figure, that ſunk into Earl Robert's 
arms, which were readily extended for 

the purpoſe. He then ordered his 
people to retire with their priſoners, 
direQting them to pay every attention 
to the ſtate of their chief, and naming 
the apartment in which they were to 
be ſecured. 


| | When they were retired, the Earl, 
who had ſeated his helpleſs charge on 
a low bench, aſked bis enraptured 
friend if he were able to bear another 
joy ful ſurpriſe? Stephen, who had 
hook off his fetters with a degree of 
ftrength which the new-born ideas of 
| glorious 
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_ glorious liberty induced, WF" to 


the wild figure for an explanation 
and in the next inſtant was bid to re- 
sogniſe his loved Matilda. 


« Now, then indeed”, exclaimed the 


empaſſioned huſband, while he claſped 
her to his palpitating boſom,“ I may de- 


« fy every future calamity !—Heaven- 


« ly deliverer!” addreſſing the almoſt 


happy Glouceſter, * if there be a re- 
« ward beyond all we can ſuppoſe of 
« future felicity, for you it is re- 
« ſerved—Nobleit pattern of all human 
« excellence, indulge the grateful ef- 


« fuſions of a ſwelling e ee 


«« No more, Count Stephen, your fate 


« yet hangs in ſuſpenſe, and depends 
n the event of a few hours We 


« ſhall meet, 1 truſt, at a ſeaſon when 
« every paſſing moment is not replete 
« with hazard at preſent you muſt 


9, ſubmit to my Nie will ſup- 


10 e 


% 


\ 
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port the Counteſs ; you muſt follow 
'Y @ © as 1 55 emen, . accept my 
£3 W 7 Gym.” Y ; 


13 Fpeechleſs Sram "SR effect of an 
c i anxiety which agitated a ſoul formed 


gl upon the tendereſt, principles; Matilda 

| could only preſs the hand of her pro- 
tector, while the look ſhe threw upon 

= her emancipated huſband, ' compriſed 
5 > | : every ſweet hope of renewed felicity. 


To account for Earl Robert's ap- 
pearance at a junAure ſo critical to 
"Stephen's ſafety, it will be neceſſary 
to delineate the incidents as they oc- 
curred, which brought forward the 
very circumſtance Trapanti was ſo 
earneſt to defeat, who had ſpun his 
ſcheme with materials of too flimſy a 
texture to bear the attacks of united 
goodneſs. Jealous of every one whoſe 
megrity was equal to their loyalty, 
i 
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and dreading the ſingular diſtintereſt- 
edneſs of Sir William de Evreux, 
whoſe unequivocal attachment to 
Maud, preſerved in her eſteem a ſu- 
periority againſt which there was no 
appeal; he no ſooner heard that the 
Emipredi had admitted him, than he was 
determined, if poſſible, to counteract 
his honeſt endeavours to ſerve Stephen, 
and boldly ventured to ſeize his per- 
fon without Maud's | concurrence, 
truſting to the machinations of a pro- 
lific brain, for the excuſe. be muſt 
| n 

It was indeed with ſome difficulty 
ſhe was brought to credit the Cardi- 
nal's motives and intentions, relative 
to this arreſt, namely, that it was high- 
ly neceſſary to prevent all communi- 
cation with Stephen, leſt the miſguided 
knight ſhould” unwittingly lead the 
Count to ſuſpe& their deſign; or that 
I overcome 
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— 


: overcome by an ill-timed humanity he 


might even be led to connive at his: 


eſcape. 


| At any rate, Trapanti engaged that 
the veteran ſhould be-releaſed ina few. 


days; and Maud not conceiving a 
confinement ſo temporary could be of 
much importance, forbore any further 


okjection, eſpecially as ſhe ſtipulated 
he ſhould enjoy the comforts of ſo- 


ciety, and on this ſtipulation hung the 


delivery of Stephen and its attendant 


_ conſequences; for Lady de Warrenne, 
who beheld. with indignant aſtoniſh- 
ment ſuch an infringement on the 


laws of the country, made no ſcruple 
of viſiting her ancient favourite, and 
from him learned many incidents re- 


ſpecting Maud's treatment of Matilda 


—as' alſo the neceſſity there was of 
counteracting the Cardinal's deſig 

againſt Count. Stephen—*. Were Lord 
cc * GloucePer,” 


N 8 
5 — 
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« Glouceſter,” * obſerved the brave 
knight, © at liberty, Trapanti would 


« ſoon find his precious plots traverſ- 


« ed—now by my good ſword, (which 


I never yet diſgraced)” cried, he; 


« if there were but the leaſt poſſibility 
« of expoling this ſaintly Cardinal to 
*« our deluded miſtreſs, I would run 


« every hazard to forward the precious 


« buſineſs,” 


Lady de Warrenne joined in the 
viſh of undeceiving her royal friend, 
but the attempt was too full of danger 


to be thought of; and ſhe could only 


offer her ſervices in any way Sir Wil- 


liam could point out for the benefit of 
the unhappy Matilda. „She is yet 
« alive,” ſaid the benevolent veteran, 


© and languiſhes in a miſerable ob- 
„ ſcurity, about a mile from hence—a 
« week only has elapſed ſince her life | 
&« was ſuppoſed to be in the utmolt 


% danger, 
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« danger, nay, that before my meſ- 


« ſenger could return ſhe would be 


* numbered with the dead; and I was - 


= juſtified in hinting to the Empreſs 


g et that ſhe was no more—but that, in- 
N deed, is of no conſequence, ſince 
« the dear unhappy creature can 
e no longer be an object (at leaſt I 


« would. hope ſo) of jealouſy to her 


te once mortified rival. D 


The taſk of "at and comforting 


a lady whoſe fate had been ſo ſingu- 
larly eventful, was accepted by Adela 
with all the alacrity a generous heart 
could inſpire; and before the next 


evening, Matilda experienced the 


ſweet and ſoothing attentions of an 
opulent and ſympathizing friend; and 
was ſomewhat revived by the intelli- 
gence Lady de Warrenne communi— 


cated, that Stephen had not yet 
15 * 


CW 


DAYS Or YORER, _ 141 


« given way to his dreadful cala- 


& mays”. Þ 


By the ſame means which afforded 
to Adela a limited gueſs at Trapanti's 
ſchemes, ſhe was again enabled to 
come at a further knowledge of his 
plan, and heard, with horror, that the 
benefit ariſing from an exchange of 
priſoners, which was to take place im- 
mediately, extended not to Stephen; 


and the abhorrence ſhe had of Tra- 


panti's duplicity, furniſhed a clue to 


more of his pernicious intention than 


Maud herſelf poſſeſſed, ſince it ſhew- 
ed every hint he touched upon in a 


ſombre ſhade, and what ſhe could not 


underſtand ſhe put down to the ac- 
count of ſecret villainy; nor did this 
condutt militate againſt her uſual can» 
dour, ſince, perſuaded of his baſeneſs 
in confining Sir William, and that it 


vas to ſerve ſome cruel, yet latent pur- 


* 


poſe, 
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poſe, ſhe gave him credit for ill more 
atrocious actions. 


Convinced then, from all ſhe could 
make out of the neceſſity of counter- 
ating Trapanti's deſigns, her next 
buſineſs was to conſult with her faith- 
ful counſellor upon the ſteps neceſſary 
to be taken—and he immediately ad- 
viſed her to ſend a private courier to 
Earl Robert, with a full and conciſe 
relation of her ſeveral diſcoveries; 
well knowing that his integrity and 
humanity would at conjointly in the 
important exigence. 5 — 


Lady de Warrenne pauſed upon this 
dangerous expedient Earl Glouceſter 
was a priſoner—and who (thought ſhe) 
can inſure the ſafe delivery of a packet 
ſo important as that Sir William me- 
ditated to ſend—neither could ſhe en- 
- JOY e upon any one in her 
ſuite 
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F-- ſaite for its ſafe conveyance; tn ON 
denly arifing, © I will ſee the Earl 
* myſelf, Sir William,“ ſhe cried, 
z « nor dread the cenſure ſuch a viſit 
may incur—Tisa buſineſs with which 
the cuſtoms of a world (too apt to, 
draw concluſions from evident effect) 
8 c has nothing to do—a viſit to my long 
« negletted ſeat will be a ſufficient ex- 
« cuſe—Look, therefore, to hear the 
a particulars of my embaſſy in leſs 
time perhaps than a courier could 
| « gratify you.”—<© Then there are 
© hopes,” ſaid the pleaſed de Evreux, 
| e hopes which ſhall enliven this wi- 
d thered boſom—Depart then, lady, 
ö 1 with an old man's bleſſing-it can do 
5 no injury either to the cauſe you 
% have e or the * which 
* ſupports it.” 


jb Adela felt encouraged by the 
fandtion tbe received, and departed 
| | with 
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; with a ſtrong aſſurance of defeating | 
the new enemy, whom Stephen had 
moſt realy to dread. 

The en given to Lady de 

Warrenne on her arrival at Win- 

cheſter, (Where Glouceſter then re— 
ſided) was a proof in thoſe early times 
of the reverence paid to female de- 
licacy, and an irreproachable cha- 
racter; nor when ſhe mentioned the 
ſubje& of her errand, as relating to 
Earl Robert, did the legate expreſs 
either curioſity or ſuſpic ion, at a viſit 
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ſo unuſual. | | 


To the repreſentation. ſhe gave of 
Maud's concurrence with Cardinal 
Trapanti's myſterious plans, which 
ſeemed to ſtrike at Stephen's future 

ſafety, perhaps his life and the im- 
priſonment of de Evreux—the Earl 
liſtened with marks of indignation and 
"oP 
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| friendly concern. He had — 
ſignified to the legate his acquieſcence 
to the propoſed exchange of Stephen 
for himſelf; and felt extremely hurt at 
the Empreſs's apparent inattention to a 
brother's intereſt, whoſe ſituation, al- 
though attended with every convenient 
diſtinction, was ſtill diſhonorable and 
inimical to his wiſh to render chat in- 
fatuated Gſter his uſual ſer rise 


But 11 * Warines' D bbb 
ſtruck him as conveying the idea of a 
dreadful colluſion, the intent of which 
might involve him in yer gar pers | 
1 


- 


— 
* 


— hd each ſettle what means to 
purſue that could poſſibly. invalidate 
the intentions of the plotting couple, 
my Lord of Wincheſter, willing to 
evince his reſpe& to Glouceſter: and 
his noble viſitor, ſummoned them to a 
vol. 11. N Tee 
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ſumptuous repaſt ; but Adela, ſatisfied 
with the ſucceſs of her negociation, was 
in haſte to depart; and maugre the 
biſhop's earneſt invitation, departed im- 
 mediately for her own ſeat, leaving to 
Earl Robert's ſuperior knowledge and 
prudence, the management of this im- 
portant buſineſs. Pk 
Of the legate's confidence in his pri- 
ſoner's ſtrict honour, that nobleman had 
1 received the moſt diſtinguiſhed proofs 
= —His attendants—his eftabliſhment—his 
apartments were all in a very ſuperior 
. 70 ſtile; and the prelate had been heard 


£3 * 
* ; TEM 


- 48 doo declare, that ſo great was his reli- 
; ance upon that good man's word, as to 
| deem it a ſufficient guarantee for his 5 
moſt myſterious actions. 


* 


This aſſurance, at a moment when it 
might become extremely neceſſary, was 
a . to his benevolent heart ; and 

| . 
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although the biſhop $ behaviour i in many 
inſtances carried no ſuch een 
tion, Earl Robert was now poſſeſſed of 
circumſtances powerful enough to ſecure 
his firmeſt intereſt, nor doubted but he 
would aid the execution of a ſcheme. 
which had Stephen's ſafety, nay, his 
emancipation for i its baſis. 


- 


How to diſcloſe this matrer ſo as to 
avoid criminating the Empreſs, re- 
quired the utmoſt exertion of his abi- 
lities but here Lady de Warrenne's 
viſit was of uſe The legate, impatient 
to congratulate his brother upon his re- 
covered liberty, enquired “If Glouceſter 
< had gathered from his friend any 
< reaſon to imagine the Empreſs would 
« accede to the propoſals tranſmitted 
« by de Evreux? The Earl heſitated 
It was the chord which, if properly 
ſtruck, would give motion and potency 
to > the very plot he was agitating. *© I 
N „ 5 « ſee,” 
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> ſee,” obſerved Wincheſter, (while his 
countenance aſſumed” a reſentful hue) 
c you cannot gratify my reaſonable ex- 
e pectation: Maud continues to ſacrifice 
te every relative and even prudent claim 
to her unbounded pride but no mat- 
<< ter, ſhe may yet repent her temerity.“ 
ce My lord,” anſwered the Earl, “that 
ce miſguided princeſs requires the coun- 
© ſels of a cool diſcriminating friend; 
_ © ſhe is ſurrounded by thofe to whom 
<« neither her's or your brother's in- 
4 tereſt is of conſequence, any farther 
1 than as it may tend to promote their 
*« own—Even the gallant and faithful 
« de Evreux, to whom Stephen ſtands 
<« 1ndebted for numberleſs kindneſſes, i is 
e thrown into priſon for venturing to 
«© enforce 7 our candid propoſal; nor can 
« ], at this diſtance, ſuggeſt any means + 
« for the furtherance of your wiſhes— * 
cc Our country muſt be ruined in the 
wn conteſt 


— 
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«conteſt May Robert, of Glouceſter, 
„ 
« not live to witneſs * * E 


34 +d 

As if n of a moment” 8 > i h 
the execution of a ſcheme that promiſed | 
the accompliſnment of his hopes, Win ; * 
cheſter, ſtarting from his ſeat, and ſtrik- _ 
ing the table before him with his 
clenched fiſt, « have it, my lord,” he 
cried,” * your honour i is my ſecurity for 
*« the hazard I am going to run—you— 
« yes, you ſhall go to your ſiſter un- 
« guarded, and almoſt unlimited as to 
the nature of your commiſſion -o EE A 
« ſhall prove to that raſh woman the LO > # 
© reſult of a life of integrity; and that 1 
9 0 Wincheſter can truſt your word where 
« her oath would not be taken Go, 
then, and paint the evils which her 
« obſtinacy muſt bring upon a wretched 
nation, if ſhe continues to retain my 
i unhappy brother. Should ſhe men- 
« tion any additional conditions” P 

0 3 cc y0u 
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« you may think proper to be granted, 
« ſhort of pecuniary incumbrance, tell 
Aber they ſhall be accepted.“ 

* mn all the. humility Earl Ro- ; 
bert poſſeſſed, to receive this noble and 
generous commiſſion without open ex- 
ultation. It was the very propoſal, al- 
though in a limited ſenſe, which he in- 

: tended making; and he immediately 
| | prepared for his departure, with a 
| ſteady reſolution, however the Empreſs 
| might receive him, to act with his uſual 
/ prudence and moderation, determining, 
8 notwithſtanding, to liberate Stephen at 
f any. 7 rate. 


78 | Fr rom the 1 * de War- 
=_ renne had communicated, he expected 
| to meet Trapanti at court; and in this 
he was not diſappointed, for the Empreſs 

5 was, at that juncture, in the very act of 

4 ſettling with her agent the preliminaries 
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reſuotitiig her conceding, in Part, to 
Wincheſter's 


The preſence of him for wei he 
was involving herſelf in a troubleſome 
and dangerous buſineſs, furniſhed new 
matter for ſelf-congratulation ; for the 
idea that his liberty was only con- 
ditional never entered a heart ſo ſelfiſh 


as hers. Trapanti was diſappointed; this 
appearance, argued no gratification 'to 


his revenge; but when Glouceſter, in 
anſwer to his ſiſter's felicitations, in- 


formed her of his real ſituation, the 


_ Cardinal's triumph was in proportion to 
his colleague's mortification, who pro- 
teſted againſt the terms on which her 
brother was to perpetuate his own 
freedom, namely, that of conducting 
e back to Wincheſter. 133 


Chanda * this denial of the 


2 reſulting from an open declara- 
6G + tion 
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tion of his intentions, Glouceſter formed 
his plan without any remonſtrance upon 
the cruelty of pretipitating him again 
0 into a ſtate of captivity, and coldly ad- 
verted to different ſubjects; nor would 
he, when the Cardinal was departed, 
liſten to the plauſible motives Maud 
er for her ſtrange and 9 
conduct. | 
His next vifit was to Lady de War- 
renne, who accompanied him to her an- 
cient friend's apartment, where, after de 
Evreux had expreſſed his happineſs in 
once more embracing the noble Earl, 
it was. ſettled that Stephen ſhould be 
conveyed on that very. night from his 
dreadful abode; and the good Adela 
engaged to prepare Matilda for the 
bleſſing of once more embracing her 
1 huſband i in Peace and „ 
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But while this arrangement was con- 
triving (with a care that left no probable - 


danger unguarded) a ſtorm was juſt 
ready to overwhelm” and deſtroy their 


well-ſettled plan: The Cardinal, whoſe. | 


policy was more than a match for his. 
adverſary's integrity, had obſerved. in 


his noble features a latent indignation,: 
which ſeemed reſtrained by nothing but 


an intended reſort to other conſidera- 
tions for the performance of the buſineſs. 


he came about; and as every thing was 


concluded upon for forcing his wretched 
victim to ſome. place more congenial 


for the purpoſe of murder, he reſolved 


to execute his horrid intent before, the 
dawn of another day, and impaticntly, 
waited for the ſilent. hour of midnight, 
when the abettors of his cruelty were to 
meet him beneath the north wall of the, 
caſtle ; but owing to ſome: miſapprehen- 
ſion, they did not arrive till near one,, 
and en (as the devoted, Stephen 
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then imagined) they came but to ſuffer 
a dangerous and ſhameful defeat. 


W Trapanti (for he it was who ſunk 
under Glouceſter's victorious arm) had 
received a wound which rendered him 
for ſome time a very impotent per ſonal 
enemy; but his talents his politics his 
revenge, wanted not the auxiliary force 
of manual attack —He was foiled; but 
not overcome; and Earl Robert had yet 
to learn, that Italian fineſſe was more 
than a match for the probity of a ſpirit 
unuſed to the wiles of a horrid duplicity. 


The dependance which Maud ſo firmly 
placed upon her colleague's adroitneſs 
in the conduct of an affair which he had 
engaged to bring to a ſpeedy and ho- 

norable iſſue, was ſomewhat ſhaken by 
his unuſual abſence from her court at a 
period ſo intereſting, and which threa- 
tened to diſarrange the ſcheme ſo well 
+ a ” + + —eonwived, - 
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contrived, and ſo thoroughly digeſted 5 

but as that ſcheme was for the preſent 

entirely defeated, Trapanti, who had * 

yet another card to play, , ſent no account 
of his preſent ſituation ; and the heart of 


the Empreſs, thus torn and perplexed * £2 
by violent and contradictory feelings If 
became the ſeat of accumulated vexa-  - nl 
tions, which ſhe could neither _ 1 
or accu * 
47 
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2 2 fi veoth which had attended Earl 
Robert's endeavours to liberate Stephen, 
while it juſtified the confidence Win- 
cheſter repoſed in him, was not without 


alloy ; true, it eſtabliſhed the generoſity 

of a character which this tranſaction ex- 

hibited in a new and ſuperior light, but 

there yet remained a difficulty that de- 

manded a critical and cautious manage 

ment. Trapanti was conquered ; but 

his principles ;. his motives for this in- 

| _ tended cruelty ; and his powers of doing 
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ä much miſchief" were ſtill to be counter- | 
ated,” & OD . 


4 
i 


— 


It was impoſſible in the enfeeble® | 
ſtate to which the illuſtrious Pair had 
been reduced, to convey them to Win- 
cheſter without ſuſpicion; a wain, con- 
ſtructed for the purpoſe of invalids, imuft* 
be procured, and even this would ocea- 
ſion ſuſpicion. Their preſent reſidence 
too was inſecure, which, on account of 
Trapanti, whoſe emiſſaries he dreaded, 
was in an obſcure undefended cottage, 
without the city gates; and there was 
every reaſon to ſuppoſe his ſiſter would 
be informed of the late tranfadtion, whoſe 
fury at a diſcovery ſo derogatory to her 
dignity,” and: which ' might poſſibly en- 
danger her Pretenſions yet farther, would 
reach, he doubted not, to the extent of a 
power uncireumſeribed by 'reafony and 
unchecked by the gentle movements oſ 
| a tender heart. 4 25 21510 NWO £231 en 


*% 
. 
. . 
c y 1 
© 5 5 5 ſe — : 1 $ * tan 2 * FS 4 ; : 
ae, mY . - Nga Wt „ A-; "ava —— 4 N 
* K N * 7 — 1 


＋ 


T - ſiſter's 


wa 8 BAYS OF von a 


The amiable qualities and fingulat k 
fulffridgs of thoſe to whoſe conveni- 


ence and ſafety he had facrificed ſo 
much, would, he well knew, operate to 
their diſadvantage on the feelings of 
their determined perſecutor ; nor had 


tion. | TI 


To procure then the complete eman- 
cipation of his eharge, was the ſubject 


of Glouceſter's painful cogitation; and 


ſo much was he prepoſſeſſed with an 


idea of their danger, as ſcarcely to cre- 


dit the evidence of Lady de Warrenne, 
who perſonally aſſured him on the even- 


ing ſucceeding their arrival at the cot- 
tage where ſhe paſſed a few anxious 


that no event had tranſpired to juſtify 
his fears. Thus re- aſſured he adverted 
to his own ſituation as guardian of his 


— 


he now the ſmalleſt confidence in his 
on power over her irraſcible diſpoſi- 


* 


moments with Stephen and his Matilda, 


ſiſter's hy, ind <bnſeſcaly the. pro- 


tector of the realm; and while humani- 


ty and pity, the dictates of the -pureſt 


principles, juſtified the ſtep he had 
taken, that high unſullied honor which 
was in Earl Robert on hereditary 1n- 
ſtint, now pointed out to his reflecting 


mind the perſon thus unconditionally 


| liberated as a confeſſed oppoſer of ano- 
ther's lawful right; and that other was 
his long defended, and ſtill beloved, 


though hardly eſteemed ſiſter. | Certain- 


ly her competitor was poſſeſſed of ſuch 


a mixture of amiable and ſplendid qua- 


lities as rendered him much more de- 
ſerving of the ſtation ſhe ſo imperiouſly 
and improperly filled, yet to account 
ſatisfactorilyj for a conduct which cat- 
ried on the face of it (to a partial or 


ſuperficial obſerver) the ſhade of du- 


plicity, was a circumſtance extremely 
" irkſome to a nobleman fo tenacious of 
his integrity, and rendered him averſe 
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even to an 0 with Maud, from 
that as well as another conſideration, 
namely, that ſhe expreſsly preferred the 
_ gratification of a revengeful ſpirit to the 
| comforts or even ſafety of her well tried 
friend. | . 


IAerver the Earl might wiſh to ren- 
der the motives which actuated his whole 
ſoul co-operative, he was invariably de- 
termined to complete the work ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully began, and ſet himſelf to com- 
3 an end ſo deſirable. 


n n. Acta he kertibe , by a private 
meſſenger, the moſt favourable account 
of the invalids; and from a defire to 
keep his intentions an entire ſecret from 
the Empreſs, her brother was induced 
to avbid her! preſence; and alſo every 
cauſe for the'fmalleſt ſuſpicion RO 


m the l py of her enemies. 
CAM en 


G375 
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85 0 days had now elapſed i in the 
preparation for the arrangement re- 
ſpecting Stephen's journey; and the 
morning arrived which was fixed upon 
for his departure. A truſty band of 
ſoldiers in the garb of peaſants was ap- 

. pointed for his eſcort; and diſguiſee 
like one of them, the half- reluctannt 
Stephen quitted the / cottage, where 
Glouceſter, for prudential reaſons, ad- 
viſed him to leave Matilda, who, un- 
der Lady de Warrenne's protection and 
guidance, might hereafter be conveyed 
to Wincheſter, when a favourable oc-- 
caſion ſhould offer for her departure. 


The heroic ſoul of that exemplary 

creature had ſeldom experienced a pang 

ſo ſevere as the one which this unex- 
pected ſeparation occaſioned. The qua- 
lities of that ſoul were of the ſofteſt 
compoſition, but the various trials and 
diſtreſſes The had endured, inſtead of 


enervating, 
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enervating, gave it an energy which 
- ſeemed inherent ; ſmothering, therefore, 


the burſting ſigh which interpoſed with 
the advice ſhe would have cheerfully 


given, and turning aſide to wipe off a 
tear that would not be reſtrained, ſhe 
gently withdrew from thoſe arms ſhe 


fondly fancied would prove in future 


her defence from every earthly evil-and 
careful to avoid any fraitleſs indulgence 
of a weakneſs too common with thoſe 


who ſeek occaſions to heighten every 
afflicting ſcene by dwelling upon the ſad 
effects a feeble mind continually ſore- 
bodes, ſhe would not truſt herſelf with 
a long and diſtant view of her conſort's 


lingering ſteps, as he ſlowly. aſcended 


the eminence that aroſe before the door 
of her aſylum, but quitting it immedi- 
ately, ſought conſolation by the uſual 


mode then i in the practice of zealous ca- 
cholics. | 


With 


163 

With the ſhades of a mild autumnal 
evening arrived Matilda's eſtimable 
comforter, Lady de Warrenne, . who, 
conſcious of her friend's lonely ſtate, 
and the diſappointment ſhe muſt have 
endured in this unexpected ſeparation 
from her beloved, excuſed herſelf from 
a perſonal attendance on the Empreſs, 
and haſtened to, ſupport (ſhould that be- 
neceſſary) the feeble ſpirit of her ſa- 
vourite. With a grateful heart Matilda 
acknowledged her obligation for ſuch 
goodneſs, and rewarded Adela by her 
' ſucceſsful endeayours to eat com- 
Poſed. 
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As the diſguiſes they both aflumed | 
(for Lady de Warrenne wore that of a 
peaſant girl in her viſits to the cottage, 
and Stephen's queen ſhrouded her per- 
ſon in the dreſs of an ancient Britiſh 
woman; while the damſel Eda's coarſe 
attire equally ſheltered her trom ob- 

ſervation) 
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fervation) rendered any accidental diſ 


covery of their perſons nearly impoſſible, 


* 


theſe affectionate friends ventured to ex- 
ceed the bounds of their uſual walks, 


a which, owing to Matilda's extreme de- 
bility, hitherto extended only to a little 
plat at the front of the dwelling; but 
now they reached the acclivity of a road 
leading from Glouceſter. The ſweet 


ſerenity which repoſed upon every ob- 
jet within view The clearneſs of an 


horizon that had no viſible obſtruction 


—And the calm of an approving heart, 
ſo much more powerfully felt than de- 


ſcribed; produced upon Matilda the 


ſweeteſl effett—Her hopes were en- 
larged—Her expectations extended'— 


Her tears of devout thankfulneſs, and 


the gratitude of an affectionate ſoul to 


the author of every blefling, her 


huſband's probable eſcape would ne- 
ceflarily accompliſh, were proofs, . in- 
deed, of the ſentiments this matchle ſs 

ts woman 
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woman encouraged, and conveyed to 
her bene volent companion a portion of 
that delight her own. pure mind im- 
bibed. 


As the evening began to cloſe with a 
chillneſs not unuſual after a lovely Sep- 


tember afternoon, Lady de Warrenne 
mentioned it as an inducement for their 


return; and the rays of a lamp, which, 
at ſome diſtance from the cottage 
window communicated à degree of 
cheerfulneſs to the fatigued Matilda, who, 
induced, by the ſoft and ſmiling aſpect 
of the glowing ſcenes before her, had 
ventured beyond her ſtrength, and lean- 


ing upon Eda's arm (who, joined in the 


tender offices with lady Adela in ſup- 
porting the helpleſs invalid homewards) 


ſhe re-entered an abode which, from 


Stephen's abſence, appeared to derive a 
ſtill and melancholy look ; but mindful 


; of a en, which gained vigour from 


- exertion, 
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exertion, ſhe quietly ſeated herſelf at 


the ſupper- table, and prepared to par- 
take of the light viands her delicate 
ſtate rendered ee | 


During the Night repult, + as Eda was 
adminiſtering a cup of wine, ſhe ſtarted 


with a vehemence that communicated a 


ſudden terror to the nerves of the two 


ladies ; and Matilda following the eye of 
her terrified damſel, obſerved it fixed on 
ſome object without the caſement, while 
a faint and hollow ſound, as'of one in 


extreme pain, met her ear. Without 


one male protector herſelf an object (if 
diſcovered) of the moſt virulent antipa- 
thy the uncertain ſituation of him whoſe 


ſafety compriſed her hope of future fe- 


licity—and the impoſſibility of her own 


eſcape, ſhould any unexpected incident 


render ſuch a ſtep unavoidable—all taken 


together, not only ruſhed upon Matilda's 


mind, but nearly n d the equani- 


mity 
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mity ſhe had ſo hardly attained; and ſhe 
gazed upon her alarmed friend, as if 
_ eager to derive” comfort from the ex- 
planation ſhe expected her to give 1 
c ſee, and can allow for your terrors, 
« my deareſt lady, cried Adela, (riſing 
as ſhe ſpoke, and cautiouſly drawing 
another bolt of the door) <* but cannot 
c encourage the forboding your ſpeak- 
««ing countenance ſuggeſts — Some 
« weary traveller, allured by the light, 


c would aſk-for the ſhelter it would be 


e imprudent in us to grant.” There 
was reaſon in the ſuppoſition, and the 
plaintive voice of diſtreſs ſuing for ad- 
mittance, which followed this obſerva- 
tion, aſſured the trembling lady, and ſhe. 
directed Eda to word her refuſal in the 
gentleſt terms ; but how was the horror 
of her ideas encreaſed, when, in anſwer 
to the damſel's gentle denial, the ſup- 
Pliant mentioned Stephen's name, and 
in ine language » ſpoke of aſſaſſi- 

nation, 
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nation, treaſon, and impriſonment. Tbe 
fatal truth now flaſhed upon Matilda as 
| ſhe ſtaggered towards the uncloſed door 
with an intent to admit the wretched 
pleader. Eda drew back, and Lady de 
Warrenne made no oppoſition, for ſhe 
too well recogniſed in the tones of the 
poor creature ſome that were quite 
familiar to her ear“ It is John Mow- 
ee bray, my friend, ſhe cried And 
e one of my beloved's guards, added 
5 the almoſt frantic ſufferer, while ſhe 
ſhuddered convulſively at the figure 
which crawled towards her. His pea- 
ſant's dreſs was hardly diſtinguiſhable, 
from the injuries it had ſuſtained, and 
hung in tattered fragments about him. 
The armour beneath, was hacked in 
various places; and the blood which 
flowed from ſeveral wounds told a tale 
of ſorrow to the heart of his reſpected 
miſtreſs, who withdrew not from his 
trembling ral p the hand he feebly 
ſeized 


E* 
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ſeized. I Te. lady,” cried the faint- 


ing de Mowbray, “ as a loyal ſubject. 
«to the beſt of ſovereigns ſhould—a 


defender of his ſacred cauſe.” — 
Then Stephen is deſtroyed !—Oh, 


Lady de Warrenne,” ſhe ſaid « fpeak 


« you of comfort now?”'— —My friend,” 


ſaid the ſympathizing conſoler, . your 


« exceſſive ſorrow defies the exertion of 


« reaſon—De Mowbray is overcome 
« Support him, Eda, he will ſoon re- 


cover ſufficiently, I truſt, to diſpel the 
2» heavieſt of your lady $ neten 


* » 


ela had 'now e 1 = 


of couch on which ſhe contrived: to 
place the dying warrior, and then ap- 
plied a cordial to his parched lips. 
Greedily did he ſwallow the refreſh- 
ing beverage, and attempting to raile 


himſelf, beckoned with exceſſive agi- 
tation to his royal lady —* What would 


© my faithful ſervant?” cried Matilda, 
vol. 11, " While 
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while her ſtreaming tears embalmed as ; 
it were his gory locks and ſunken 
features, Speak, dear Mowbray—but 
e ſpeak of comfort Say that your wor- 
« ſhipped monarch. is but ſafe.”'— —< He 
* cannot underſtand' you, Madam,” 
ſobbed the aſſiduous Eda, (while ſhe 
paſſed her arm beneath his drooping 
head). He is dying, ſweet Matilda,” 
obſerved Lady de Warrenne, as ſhe 
noticed the ſpaſmodic ſymptoms of ap- 
proaching death, © leave him to Eda” | 
— No,” articulated the gaſping victim, 
« ſacred miſtreſs — your hfe—you—ob, . 
" fly—the thing is“ —— Eda ſhrieked— Fn 
The verdict of death was paſſed on the 
expiring John, a violent ſtruggle ſue - 


ceeded, and he ſpoke no more. 


haus leſt to the diſtrading ſug- 

geſtions of her agonized ſoul, Matilda 
could liſten to no alleviating ſuppoſi- 
tions of her n companion. The 
gy 
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danger hinted at by de Mowbray, as 
_ attaching to herſelf, ſhe thought not of, 
and the remainder of that eventful 
night elapſed in all the bitterneſs of 
exceſſive ſorrow ; while Eda was ne- 


ceffarily employed in diſpoſing, with | 
all the decency their ſituation would 


allow, of the cold objekt of all this 


cruel diſturbance, and conveyed it to a 
ſmall inner apartment, where, reclining * 
it on the ſtone pavement, and covering 
it from obſervation, ſhe left for the 
preſent all other duties to be perform- 


ed 9 mother church ordains. 


\ 


| Wholly to contraditt or adbjt the 
terrible opinion Matilda had form- 


ed of her huſband's deceaſe, Was 
_ equally beyond Lady de Warrenne's 
fill, That Stephen had been at- 


tacked, and poſſibly taken priſoner, 
was among the mildeſt of her appre- 
benſions ; ; and this opinion ſhe ſtrenu- 
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ouſly endeayoured to maintain, in op- 
- Poſition to the anxious doubts, of her 
friend, who, in the ſad indulgence of 
her own fears, forgot not one gleam of 
hope, as to gaining ſome intelligence 
of her lamented conſort. - The Earl of 
Glouceſter could, doubtleſs, inform her 
of the particulars ſhe even dreaded to 
'" know; but to wait in chat ſuſpenſe, 
ThE which even a few hours rendered al- 
| moſt intolerable, ſeemed terrible but 
to think of, « Truſt to me, my be- 
« loved Matilda,“ cried the excellent 
Adela, (who pitied moſt ſincerely the 
ſufferings ſhe would moſt gladly have 
relieyed) © am acquainted with Lord 
«© Robert's preſent reſidence—1 will go 
« to him immediately, and relate what 
« we know of this unhappy buſineſs, 
% From him we ſhall obtain advice and 
* aſſiſtance at leaſt, nay, I have liule 
doubt but the fate of Stephen is, by 
10 « this time, made known to him.“ | 
Matilda 
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Matilda lifted up her hand and eyes 
in grateful thankfulneſs for this bene- 
volent propoſal, and turning a timid 
look to the apartment which contained 
the corſe of de Mowbray, Perhaps, 
« too,” ſhe cried, as if heſitating to 
encreaſe the trouble Adela had yet 
to take on her account, while ſome- 
thing like diſguſt aroſe in her boſom 
at the idea of an inmate ſo awful— - 
Perhaps, too, he will ſend ſome one 
te to remove that mournful objeQ of _ 
* Ah, lady,” exclaimed the inter- 
rupting Eda, „for the ſake of the 
« Blefſed Virgin, do inſiſt upon the 
« Earl's ſending or coming to take 
« away that ſhocking cauſe of my fears 
e —and, oh, that I may never ſleep- 
« here again—indeed I do not think I 
« ever ſhall=Poor murdered ſoul!— 
„No, I ſhall never forget him.”” 
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» Regardleſs of this ſtrange apoſtrophe, 
Lady de Warrenne left the cottage, 
| while Eda continued 10 harraſs the 
languid ſpirits of her miſtreſs with re- 
lating a thouſand inſtances: of ſuper- 
natural appearances, and the reſtleſs 
attempts of perturbed ſouls, to diſ- 
cover to mortals the objetts of- their 
everlaſting hate. 
It was with infinite conſternation 
that Adela underſtood from a ſervant 
of the Earl, that he quitted Glouceſter 
on the preceding day, and, as was ſup- 
poſed; meant to return to Wincheſter 
- You have, doubtleſs, heard, Ma- 
'« dam,” proceeded the ancient do- 
meſtic, © that Stephen, the uſurper, 
« has been ſeized. on the road by a 
b party of ſpear-men, one of whom 
« knowing him, although diſguiſed, 
* urged the others to the attack, and 
* overpowered by ſuperior force, he 
« was 
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te was taken, and carried, as was ſup- 
e poſed, towards Oxford.” * Then 
« he is alive,” ſaid Matilda, to whom 
Lady de Warrenne, on her return, re- 
lated the event—* Oh, pardon, pardon, 
« thou omniſcient diſpenſer of unde- 
« ſerved bleſſings, the weakneſs of a 
« creature who dared, even for one 
de inſtant, to queſtion that providence 
« which has ſo frequently interfered to 
ce the diſappointment of our enemies 
« He is yet alive, and may be once again 
« reſtored to the ſociety of his friends, 
* and—oh, extatic thought! again be 
« the comfort and ſupport of his Ma- 
« tilda — Forgive, deareſt lady} the 
« ſeeming: ſelfiſhneſs that thus appro- 
« priates the moments which ſhould be 
ce ſhared with a companion like thee, - 
but“ I do forgive, nay, ap- 
a plaud from my. ſoul,” | interrupted 
Adela, © theſe effufions of a pious 
heart—and, oh, that it may be in- 
. « dulged 
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—_ é dulged in the grant of its moſt ex- 
N *« tenſive wiſhes. Surely the cauſe 
"4 « which once, from other motives, im- 
„ pelled me to hope its deſtruction, 
« cannot be deſtitute of many adhe- 
rents, who, if they were acquainted 
„ with their monarch's captivity, 
„would {train every nerve to eman- 
44 *+ Cipate him. The citizens of Lon— 
kl . | « don, however circumſtances may in- 
_ | 10 duce them to temporize, are ſecret 
: „enemies to Maud; and the name 
2 * and prudent government of Stephen 
« are probably held in veneration by 
many who dare not openly avow 
„ their pretenſions. At preſent, even 
« Glouceſter's interference could not 
« be requeſted with propriety, as he has 
« already exceeded the limits which 
« his ambitious filter would preſcribe, 
« although his private advice on the 
* preſent occaſion might be highly de- 
« ſirable—Is there no poſlibility, they, 
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ec my beloved friend 1 —c Poffi- 
« 4ility,” ſaid Matilda, ariſing, and 
then finking as ſuddenly into her 
ſeat, & oh, God, my brain is burſting 
« with the variety of ideas your repre- 
« ſentation has arouſed —What is 
« Maud/?—And what: is her boaſted 
« right, that ſhe. ſhould thus tri- 
" umphantly perſecute her equal in 
« deſcent ? And, oh, how much her 
« ſuperior in every claim to univerſal 
*«« reſpe&tt— Madam, that inflexible wo- 
man has hitherto found me timid and 
« ſubmiſſive, and my noble conſort ge- 
* nerous, mild, and forgiving—but 
« weak, emaciated, and powerleſs as I 
« ſeem, ſhe may chance to find the 
« caſe. reverſed. You are ſurpriſed, 
Lady de Warrenne, at this effuſion 
« of a ſpirit; ever deſirous of conei- 
« liating, where it could be done with- 
« out meanneſs ; but where all is in 
9 danger, much muſt be hazarded—-— 
1 5 | cc a 


* 


3 ——— _ 4 * 
_ *4 


us DAYS OF YORE. 
N and i it is my duty to ſeek the laſt re- 
* ſource when all others have failed.” 


The glances which ſhot from hes 
animated eyes The glow that crim- 
foned her cheek—and the trembling of 
her weakened frame—all declared the 
Purpoſe of a determined ſoul. It was 
the identical ſtep that might lead to 
the accompliſhmerit of Stephen's fa- 
vourite hope, but the chances were 
greatly againſt it ſucceſs. 


I gueſs,” cried Adela, (when Ma- 
tilda ceaſed, which ſhe then did more 
through inability than inclination) I 
at pueſs the noble ſentiments which in- 
10 forms every ene feature, and, 
« oh, that it were in the power of 
„ Adela de Warrenne to enſure the 
« ſucceſs of her perſecuted friends“ : 
She then pauſed, as if conſcious of the 


difficulty attending every attempt to 
* | aſſiſt 
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aſſiſt the impriſoned Stephen, for well 


ſhe underſtood. Matilda's meaning, 


from the impaſſioned language ſhe had 
_uſed—but | in all the round of poſſibi- 


lities her ready imagination graſped at, 


and which crouded for examination, 
none offered of conſequence ſufficient 
to deſerve notice. 


+ 


'De Evreux, like Earl Robert, while 


he both loved and pitied the royal un- 
fortunates, abhorred every idea of re- 


3 * 


ſtoring them to a crown which he con- 
ceived the proper of another; nor 


N „ we . 
was there but one baron whoſe inte- 
grity ſhe could truft, to whom a fafe 


application might be made, and he had 


formerly defended Maud's pretenfions, 


till her unpopular manners, added to 


Stephen' s courteous and wife demean- 
or, attached him entirely to that mo- 


narch. This baron vas William, 
Lord Fitz-Alan and as ſoon as his 
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name preſented itſelf to her . 
ö memory, ſhe expreſfively pronounced 
it —« Fitz-Alan,” cried the eager 
TD liſtener, « that name comprehends 
every ching Fly to him, my excel- 
«lent Adela, ſay—ab, tell him the 
0 great, the good Stephen muſt periſh! 
« —or at beſt drag on a life of hard 
„ captivity, unleſs he exerts himſelf for 
70 his releaſe.” « Yes, Matilda, I go 
1 to ſeek him—and do you, my lovely 
te queen, for are you not my queen? 
d you wait patiently the event ; 
« evening apprgaches, and when N 
« fully cloſed ty peaſants will re- 
* move one caule of our good Eda's 
" ſufferings—the ſad remains of John 
« de Menne. 


It was not in the power of words 
> to. expreſs the gratitude that marked 
| the. lovely mourner's acceptance of 
. | | VVVVVVVVVVVVVTVVTV - 7 4. TRA 


* 
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theſe propoſals—She wept in the « arms 
of her charming benefactoreſs, and 
eagerly preſſed her to a boſom that 
palpitated with emotions various and 
ne, | 
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CHAP. VII. 


. account for the a of 
Robert of Glouceſter, at a period ſo 
critical to the royal pair he had ſo 

| aſſiduoufly protefted, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſay, that on the very morn- 
ing of Stephen's departure, as the Earl 
was preparing to follow for the noble 
motive of again reſigning bimſelf into 
Wincheſter's cuſtody, that he might be 

| honourably liberated, a courier with 
diſpatches from Geoffry, of Anjou, 
| ſolicited for an immediate audience. 
en From 


* 
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From a peruſal of thoſe Ates it- - 

appeared that Robert's preſence in 

| Normandy would be likely to produce 
ſome event in favour Gf young Henry's 

| ſucceſſion to the crown of n 


A bolt of objeQions to 00 co 
preſented themſelves with a force that | 
almoſt defied oppoſition— Stephen was 
far from ſecure—His own honor, by 
protracting the day of his return to 
Wincheſter, would be impeached 

_ Matilda was yet in danger—And Earl 
Robert determined ppon refuſing Plan- 
tagenet. Again he queſtioned the 
courier Again referred to the papers 
before bim. The intereſt of Maud — 
The claims of her ſon were named as 
entirely. depending upon a perſonal 
negociation-—but the means were with- 

held from his knowledge A veſſel,” 
{aid the meſſenger, * waits: to convey 

« my * rom Pevenſey in Suſſex— 

bo would 8 


oe 


1 


* 
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« would I could perſuade him to at- 


« tend the count; his preſence is of 


« the utmoſt conſequence at Rouen.” 
Glouceſter's reſolution was ſhaken— 
Could he render the Empreſs an eſſen- 
tial ſervice in the perſon of her ſon, 


much of that ill-will he reaſonably 


expected on account of Stephen, would 


be done away; and as, at all events, 


he would immediately return, his pa- 


— role (if ſuch it were called) might be 


ſacredly preſerved. 


Theſe conſiderations were conclu- 


five; and after commiſſioning a truſty 


ſervant with an account of his intended 


expedition to Lady de Warrenne, he 
directly began his journey. - « 


7 £4 


The domeſtic, who waited the whole 


of that night for Adela, went back 


with the packet his lord entruſted him 


with, who, in caſe of accident, was told 


- * . 1 i 7 : to 
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to denen it; this, upon finding her fo 

long abſent, he fooliſhly did, from the 
' ſear of its being found upon him; and 
thus were the anxious friends deprived 

of that conſolation his lord's explana- 
tion would, doubtleſs have produced. 


To the clear, pathetic, and Juſt re- 
preſentation of Stephen and his con- 
ſort's cruel perplexities, Fitz-Alan 
granted his warmeſt attention. Lady 

de Warrenne, whom he almoſt vene- 
rated for her numerous excellences, 
and particularly for that courage which 
rendered her equal to the difficulties 
attending her friendly exertions, was- 
delighted with the. reception he gave 
her candid and artleſs tale; and more 
ſo when he aſſured her, that the very 
name of their captured ſovercign would 
act with indiſcribable force upon Ats 
vaſſals; and although he could not, 
while outwardly profeſſing obedience 
to 


OY 
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to the Empreſs, head the troops that 


were to emancipate her competitor, it 


ſhould be his firſt care to provide a2 
leader equal to himſelf in proweſs, 


abilities, and Intereſt with the ſol- 
diery. 


That Stephen was fallen into his 


enemy's hands was a circumſtance he 


had much lamented, nor was it any | 
ſecret that, he was confined in the 


caſtle at Tunbridge. Sending, there- 


fore, with his duteous commendations 


to Matilda, his opinion that ſhe ſhould 


by no means hazard any diſcovery of 


her exiſtence to Maud, he added alſo 
his adjurations to her to be of good 


| Cheer ; and faithfully promiſed no itep 
ſhould be negleded which might lead 
to the. re-eſtabliſhment of her conſort. 


* 
2 


Enchanted with the iſſue of this 
ſucceſsful application, the good Adela 


with 


1 


11 


fe 


reſtleſſneſs with which this attention 
was accorded, went on, however, with. . 


* 


8 


tion, Matilda gave an attention which 


her eye was fixed on the earneſt rela- 


mne Re 


U 
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. | 
with a due obſervance of the caution 
ſhe uſed in her viſits to the cottage, 
impatiently waited the approach of the _. 
following evening, that ſhe might com- 
municate to the anxious ſufferer the 


hopes herſelf ſo eagerly encouraged. 


To a relation ſo well calculated for 
the revival of every wiſh and expecta- 


ſeemed divided in its object and while 


ter, her actions evinced a ſort of joy- 
ful impatience to adopt ſome ſcheme in 
conſequence of Lord Fitz-Alan's 24 
ſurances. { on” 


Ld 4s 8 FO ifaw” the 


out interruption, till, on mentioning + 
Fitz-Alan's intention of procuring a 
gallant leader of the forces which he 

| = meant 


% 1 
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meant to detach on- Stephen's behalf, 


Matilda ſuddenly exclaimed, * a leader, 
Lady de Warrenne, did he fay— 
« noble Fitz-Alan—J will obviate, as 

« far as feminine courage can reach, 
d that obſtacle The preſence of a wo- 
;*© man, connected by ſuch powerful 
« ligaments to the monarch they adore, 


46 may effect wonders Return, then, 
ti thou ineſtimable ſupport of the un- 


ec fortunate I Ob, return, and tell the 
* faithful baron, that Stephen's queen 


ce will lead his brave ſoldiers on to 


08 victory! 1 * . 


Motionleſs with aſtoniſhment at a 
propoſal ſo extraordinary, Adela could 
only gaze with encreaſing wonder upon 
the fragile form and ſpeaking features 
through which the energy of a glowing 


ſoul dilleminated itſelf, till reflection 


upon ihe impoſſibility (as he deemed 
it) of accompliſhing ſuch an attempt, 


reſtored 
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reſtored the faculty of utterance ; and 


with a truly tender vehemence, ſhe 
_ urged the inconſiſtency of it“ At 


« leaſt,” ſhe cried, * my deareſt love, 


give one night's conſideration. to. a 
« ſubject ſo important.” — Matilda 


 bluſhed—The ſelfiſhneſs of a requeſt. 
thus made at the hazard of her Adela's, 


ſafety crimſoned her cheek with ſhame 
One night?“ ſhe cried, © oh, friend, 


« forgive the cruelty of her who __ 


« dare propoſe to herſelf any gratifi- 
0 cation at ſuch an expence—How can. 
„ look upon, that pallid countenance, 
« which fatigue has deprived of its 
85 healthy hue, and not ſink with con- 


— 


«© fuſion at the idea of ſubjecting ,you 


* to farther inconveniences ?—No, my 
0 Adela, we will dedicate this night, if 
* poſſible, to calm repoſe hut, re- 


* 


« member my refolution 1 is unſliaken— 
a And. again I repeat, Matilda” (here 


ſhe again ehrygtes her, voice) Ma- 
tilda, 


r 5 
Tis: 
* 


— * 1. 4 „ * 
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« tilda, through heaven's interpoſition, 


e ſhall be the deliverer of her huſband! 
« and heaven defend his right“ 


« Matilda ſhall be the deliverer of her 
yh en a 


W- 


* 


Struck with this amazing repetition 


/ 


of her words, the aſtoniſhed queen ex- 


claimed, ec Lady de Warrenne, was it 
& you repeated my words?—It could | 


« not be”—And then caſting an eye 


of terror towards the inner apartment, 


from whence de Mowbray's corpſe was 


that day removed It is a man's 
cc voice—Heaven protect us ! A war- 
« rior approaches,” „Forgive this 


« raſhneſs, cried a martial figure (as 
he advanced from the uncloſed door, 
on which Matilda bad reſted an ago- 
nizing look) “ Know you not Fitz- 
« Alan?“ With a joyful ſenſation, 
Adela recogniſed the countenance of 
her noble friend, and liſtened to his 

motives 


. 


0 


motives for ſuch an abrupt viſit, and 
this he explained by declaring, * that 
« conſcious of the neceſſity of con- 


: « ſulting thoſe to - whom he thought 


« proper to delegate the important 
« buſineſs of collecting his men, he 
immediately, upon Lady de War- 


« renne's departure, applied himſelf 


_— 


« to the execution of that purpoſe, 
« and had happily” effected it ſooner 
« than could be expected, as they ar- 
« rived only the day preceding at 


_ « Glouceſter; and this welcome in- 
_* telligence he imagined might tend 
« to the repoſe of his ſovereign miſtreſs, 


* during the intervening hours. As 
* to his reaſon for entering by that 
door, which led to another outlet 


* from the cottage, and was left open 


by Eda, was merely to avoid any 


* unneceſſary diſturbance — For Eda, 


„ho was employing herſelf in re- 


« ſtoring the little chamber to its uſual 
— decent 
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« decent appearance—and who, in 
* the occupation of her office, had 
not ſeen him enter.” 


Matilda, when recovered from the 
tranſient effect of her ſurpriſe, wel- 
comed this unexpefted viſitor with 


her uſual * and before they 


ſeparated | It was determined that 
ſhe 1 be Conveyed to * 


ſpot where his troops would be in 


readineſs to receive her the bare 


| Gght of whom, Fitz-Alan concluded, 
would inſtigate them to the higheſt ex- 
_ ertion of perſonal courage For me,“ 


added he, „ no courſe remains but 
1 that which may ſerve for the preſent 


« to conceal my ſentiments; and it 


© muſt be my endeavour to give ſuch 
« a colour to the attempt as ſhall ex- 


=, culpate me from ſuſpicion. Should 
% Maud N by any accidental 


& means the ſpring from which 
. Serben; 8 1 liberty ſhall 
5 ariſe 
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« ariſe, it is in her power to mark with 
« ſorfow every future hour of my ex- 
c iſtence, ſince Herbert Fitz-Alan, the 
« only prop of his father's declining 
life, is employed in a diſtinguiſhed 
ce ſituation near her perſon.” © Enough, 
« my lord,“ ſaid Matilda, © the heart 
« of a fond mother not only allows for 
© but applauds that tenderneſs which is 
the reſult of a gentle nature Only 
8 point « out the time and manner of the 
« intended attack, and you will be en- 
« titled to Matilda's grateful thanks, 
© and her conſort's warmeſt ſervices.” 
Fitz-Alan then propoſed that after 
the troops were aſſembled ſhe ſhould 
preſent herſelf before them, as confident 
of their protection and aſſiſtance He 
then quitted her with an aſſurance of 
guarding her, under cover of the next 
evening to Tewksbury, where he 
VOL, II. at 7 
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hoped he ſhould be able to find her a 


ſufficient protector. „ 7 


* 


To Adela, whoſe imagination un- 
touched by the enthuſiaſtic warmth 
which gave to her friend's empaſſioned 
hopes the proſpect of a complete de- 
liverance, this arrangement teemed with 


' a thouſand difficulties, but as a calm 


diſquiſition would be combated with 
unoppoſible arguments, ſhe could only 
reſolve to accompany her, if poſſible, 


on this adventurous expedition, and 


leave the reſt to an eee pro- 
vidence. 


Punctual to the night prefixed, Fitz- 


Alan, who had prepared ſeveral of his 
- truſty friends to receive the amiable 


Matilda, with a ſincere veneration, ac- 
companied her to Tewksbury, where, 
by the time of their arrival, he hoped 


dhe forces would be afembled. I But as 
the 


bade any extraordinary ſpeed, he found - 


preſence. 


| thoſe who were confeſſedly collected to 


| dence, and withdrew to” Glouceſter, © *© 
where his preſence was neceſſary, to 
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the ſtate of her health, which ill-ac- 
corded with the vigor of her ſpirit, for- 


his friends and vaſſals imnatien for her 


The firſt glance Matilda caught of 


aſſiſt her lord, enflamed her ſtruggling 
heart with a thouſand different emotions 


A— brilliant ſun played on their ar- 
mour; and in every countenance, near 


enough to be read, ſhe beheld an ex- +. 
preſſion of the trueſt loyalty. _, ; "el 


Fitz-Alan, who dared not open- | 
ly ſupport this cauſe, after a pathetic - 1.4 
farewell, delivered the lovely queen on 
into the hands of thoſe gallant ad- | 
herents he had previouſly named to 
her as worthy of her fulleſt confi- 


„ counteract 


9 t ä 9 
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counteract any reports his abſence might 


have encouraged. 


Adela, who had quitted the court 
under her uſual pretence of viſiting her 
country- -ſeat, witneſſed the cordial re- 
ception of her friend with a pleaſure ſhes 
could not conceal. The graceful figure, 
intereſting attitude, and faſcinating man- 


ners of Matilda wanted not the energy 
of her artleſs addreſs to inſure the favor 


of all who heard and ſaw her. The 


_ diſguiſe ſhe wore was inſufficient to hide 


that expreſſive ſweetneſs which animated 
her whole perſon ; aad ſhe appeared 


before the admiring crowd as an angel 
pleading for its fellow excellence. 


As the utmoſt privacy was to be ob- 
ſerved reſpecting the deſtination of this 
little army, it was thought proper to 

detach 1 it by different roads, and in ſmall 

| parties, to Tunbridge, when, ſuddenly 
collecting, they were to demand the 
liberation 
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liberation of Stephen; which, as it was 
to be made in the moſt hoſtile manner, 
they doubted not it would be ſucceſs- 
fully effected | 


Precipitate and wholly unprovided as 
to future contingencies, this arrange- 
ment carried the face of much difficulty 
in the eſtimation of the cool and diſpaſ- 
ſionate; but Matilda ſaw nothing in the 
attempt that could check the high-raited 
| hopes ſhe now encouraged, till a diſtant 
view of the walls that encloſed her 
heart's Ceareſt treaſure, renewed, in a 
degree, the tender emotions by which 
her foul was uſually governed ; but 
certain that upon ker reſolution depend- 
ed much of the ſpirit her friends in.- - 
bibed, ſhe daſhed off the ſtarting tear, 
and with a ſmile which none but teeling 
ſouls could develope, . pointed towards 
the caſtle, as it roſe majeſtically over, 
the town, and meandering ſources of the 
13 e 
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Medway—< Yonder,” cried the agitated 
queen to thoſe who were neareſt, 
40 vonder lies the ſcene of our wiſhes 
„ and expectations The enterprize is 
* arduous, but glorious Advance, my 
« brave adherents, the pale dawn which 
© now fleeps upon thoſe ramparts, will 
every moment brighten, till the great 
A ſource of light ſhall re-animace this 
4 ſolemn view—and, ah! like his, will 
« Stephen's influence be felt, admired, 
and acknowledged, when the clouds 
that now obſcure' his luſtre ſhall fly 
 « before your conquering hands; what 
« a poor weak woman miglit dare, that 
« would I do, and try at leaſt to lead 
«you on to vitory—Come, then, our 
ce Other friends approach See, from that 
« wood, on our left, they iſſue Ves, 
Sir Hildebrand, they march deter- 
© mined, though compoſed.” Lady,“ 
replied the gallant vetefan to whom 
ſhe ſpoke, © hs muſt retire—That 
- tender 
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« tender feeble form could not ſland 
«the din of war, the cries of the 
« wounded, and the roughneſs of an 
« aſſault, which will not yield to cere- 
« mony or expoſtulation ; the event is 
« yet undecided, and ſhould our pro- 
e preſs be marked with death, the ſcene 
would overpower thy noble yet de- 
« licate ſpirit—Retire, then, lady, to 


« that cottage which peeps above thoſe 


« ſtunted oaks in the valley, to our 
ce right—it will not be long, I truſt, 'ere 
«© this. ſuſpenſe will be over.” 


Adela, who had accompanied her fa- 
yourite to Tunbridge, now added her 


ſofteſt perſuaſions to Sir Hildebrand's 
more forcible expoſtulations ; and the 
reluctant Matilda, who could not op- 
poſe the truths they advanced, ſlowly 


quitted her gallant hoſt, while ſhe de- 


ri ved ſome little comfort from the idea 
that ſhe ſhould not only be in the way 


1 22öͤͤöõ ) 
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of hearing the earlieſt intelligence, but 
near enough to receive her beloved lurd 
immediately on his emancipation. 


The reſt which long tray elling and * 
debilitated frame would neceſſarily re- 


quire, was not, however, coveted by 
this exemplary wife—© A few, a very 


«© few hours, my deareſt friend, and it 


will be ſettled whether I ſhall ever 


* know, in future, the bleſſings of re- 
cc poſe ; here, at this caſement, I can 
« watch that event which engroſles 


© every faculty of my ſoul—Sleep, then, 


% dear Adela, and permit me to enjoy, 


ec undiſturbed, t:oſe reflections | an un- 


5 mou mind encourages. . 


| T his nals to Lady de Warrenne's 


kind remonſtrances, was unanſwerable ; 
and Matilda was ſuffered to purſue her 


own inclination. : 
h Although 
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ad no viſible ſign of an a | 


appeared in that part of the caſtle which 


the cottage window. commanded, our 
lovely heroine was convinced from the 


repeated ſhouts and confuſed noiſes, as 


they were borne upon the air, that her 


friends were not idle. _ But when thoſe 


ſounds totally ceaſed, and ſhe could per- 


ceive no traces of the ſucceſs, ſhe pant- 
ed, for her agitation became intolerable 
He is loſt, my Adela,“ ſhe cried, 


<« —] ſhall never more behold my Wor- 
ce ſhipped Stephen Our friends are 
ce taken or deſtroyed !—And Matilda's 
portion muſt now be that of che bit · 


« tereſt anguiſh ! 125 


A poor cottager (to whom this little 
dwelling belonged) now burſt in with 
every mark of fear upon his counte- 
nance, and without knowing the quality 
of his gueſts, urged them to ga, if poſ- 
ſible, from thence, as a party of ſoldiers 


1 


* 
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who were deſcending the hill to he. 
| fouth, ſeemed to be marching thither, 
and he could not anſwer for the ſafety of 
two females ſhould they be diſcovered. 
Eady de Warrenne would have anſwered 
the peaſant, but a ſudden ſhriek from 
Matilda induced her to turn about, and 
the beheld her in the arms of Stephen |! 


To paint a meeting ſo unexpected, ſo 
eagerly deſired, and ſo rapturouſly en- 
joyed by theſe illuſtrious unfortunates, 
is beyond the pewers of a ſimple hiſ- 
torian ; ſuffice it to ſay, that it juſtified, 
in every loyal heart, the ſteps by which 
this happy meeting had been procured, 
and the noble warriors who accompanied 
their ſovereign to the cottage, rejoiced 
with a ſincerity that amply ſupplied the 
ſmoothneſs of adulation, which is too 
often the ſubſtitute for nobler qualities. 


ii 


'- +. - Denne Yam 


It was with infinite aſtoniſhment that 
Matilda, attended to Sir Hildebrand's ä 
account of the morning's event, Who 
briefly informed her, that, in conſequence 
of his demand to ſee the governor of the 
caſtle, he was civilly admitted to that 
nobleman's preſence, when, upon his 
peremptory demand for their royab 
priſoner, the governor withdrew, and, 
immediately returned, leading Stephen 
from an inner apartment, nor made the 

| ſmalleſt oppoſition to the motion Sir 
Hildebrand made to convey him from 
the caſtle, the balium of which was then 
filled with his warlike followers ; and this 
appearance he ſuppoſed accounted for 
the facility of Stephen's; departure, 
whole confinement being generally 
known, and as generally lamented 
by the town's people, made any attempt 
to continue it extremely hazardous, at 
a moment too when their hopes of ſee- 

ing him at liberty would be ſtrengthe ed 
and ſupported by the preſence of an 

18. 


por ros. 


army confeſſedly collected to give him ' 
freedom. 


As the troops by whom Stephen had 
been conveyed to his place of confine- 
ment were ſecretly inſtructed by Tra- 
panti, it may not be amiſs. to ſay that 
his emiſſaries had been too fucceſsfully 
employed in tracing him from the cot- 
tage; and although ignorant of the par- 
ticular circumſtances which attended 
his abode there, ſaw enough to convince 
them he was in the very act of flying to 
Wincheſter. Immediately, therefore, 
and with a courage worthy of a better 
cauſe, they ſet upon the monarch's eſ- 
cort, and forcing him from them, made 
forced marches towards Tunbridge, 
the governor of whoſe” caſtle was a 
| creature. of Trapanti's. And here the 
life of his priſoner was to have fallen a 
ſacrifice to the moſt infernat barbarity, 
4086) the tool of that accompliſhed villain 

8 „„ could 
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could find no opportunity to put his 
ſanguine reſolution in practice, as the 
warders, and thoſe whoſe concurrence | 
Was neceſſary to the infernal buſineſs, Re 
were, to a man, the friends of Stephen ; ; 

and thus was the devoted IMY preſerved 


by the very means Trapaati employed 
to Ny him. 


While theſe extraordinary events 
were paſſing i in England, Earl Robert, 
who found his preſenee in Normandy _ 
incompetent to the buſineſs for which - 
he had been ſummoned, prepared to re- 
turn and ſurrender himſelf to the legate, 
with whom he hoped to find the ex- 
cellent pair for whom he had endured ſo 
much, and arrived at Wincheſter in the 
third week after Stephen and his conſort 15 | 
reached that place. ä 7 35 


F 


Lady de Warrenne; ir ſhould bEwb- 
ferved, had in the interim renewed her 
| ; attendance _ 
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attendance on Maud, who, ſhe was 


happy to find, was ſtill ignorant of the 


late proceedings, and this might be ac- 
counted for in the reluctance Trapanti's 


emiſſaries expreſſed to inform him of 
their defeat. ? 


It hold be likewiſe noticed, that 
Earl Robert, ſtunned by a recital which 
Adela gave him of the late occurrences, | 
ſcarcely knew whether to rejoice at or 
regret them. The deſcription ſhe gave 


him of Matilda's weakneſs and her 


huſband's continued ill-health, which 


fatigue and confinement had occaſioned, 
revived ſeveraldiſagreeable even mourn- 


ful remembrances; and abſorbed in pain- 
ful contemplations, Glouceſter paſſed 
the tedious hours of his flow return to 
RENT; 


The . which. Ma- 


rilds 8 8 dictated, was as a pang 


of 
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of retroſpection to his noble heart; 
conſtant in its nature, and regulated by 
che ſentiments of a well- governed ſoul, 
it ſuffered not the cloud of oblivion to 
reſt upon its earlieſt hopes and prof pects. 
The diſtreſs of its once lovely poſſeſſor 
renewed the bitter emotions of regret ; 
and when he beheld her fick, emaci-. 
ated, and deprived; of every youthful 
grace, (for ſhe had nearly ſunk under 
her late extraordinary exertions) a heavy 
ſigh accompanied the reflection that in 
his protection ſhe might ſtill have 
bloomed an object of admiration inſtead 
of pity. Not ſo, thought the fond and 
tender» conſort of her adored Stephen, 
once more the companion and ſolace of 


his misfortunes, /he could have endured - 


much heavier evils than any the moſt 


fertile imagination had then the ſmalleſt 
reaſon to ſuggeſt; and while her eye 


beamed extatic delight on the ſubject ot 
almoſt every thought and wiſh, a tear 
: extorted 
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_ 351108 extorted by the view of his fragile 
þ | © figure, checked its reviving brilliancy. 
i 4 5 The thanks and profuſe expreſſions 
1 of Wincheſter, when he beheld Earl 
| l Robert, who, notwithſtanding the late 
* events, he conſidered as their ultimate 
| protector and deliverer, we re unbounded, 


1 While he received them with the retiring 
i modeſty of a noble ſpirit But when the 
28 artful prelate attempted by the ſmootheſt 
| blandiſhments and moſt powerful rhe- 
toric to ſeduce the uncorrupted Robert 
from his firm allegiance, every band of 
amity was broken between them, and 
he ſcrupled not to expreſs, in terms of 
the ſincereſt indignation, his abhorrence 


2 
7 2 


| o ſuch principles I have,” cried this 
| ſpirited loyaliſt © already exceeded the 
4 « bounds of rectitude in attempting to 
4 c reſtore a dangerous pretender to his 


. cc liberty, and empowered him to make 
4 head againſt a throne which Glou- 
J | «ceſter 
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'« ceſter would die to protect Of the 
two evils which the preſent ſituation 


of things offered to my choice, I have - 
«« ventured the leaſt ; and although the i 
© well-meant enterprize ſucceeded not, * 4 
5 yet; by another agency, your brother | | | 


«is freed from priſon and from death—' _ 1 


« We may meet in the field, and if, as [ F 
© the foe to our cauſe, he will engage 8 


© Earl Robert on very different terms, 
« then let him guard well that life 1 ol 


ce would have ſo recently protected As k 
%a fellow- creature ſuffering under un- * 
5 juſtifiable ſeverities he was entitled | -4 
«to my active commiſeration—but''— 1 
(here even Robert's equanimity for- I 


ſook kim) „ but as the promoter cf 
« diſſention—the claimant of a crown he | 
« jnherits not — The infringer | upon  — 
* national prerogatives—And the vio- > 4 50 
c lator of cur ſacred liberty, I defy. 
« him even to the dea:h—And, oh, that | 
5 the ſentiments of true patriotiſm, not | 5 

| that 
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that which falſely ſeparates the in- 
* 5 «tereſt of prince and people, could in- 
1 « fluence ſucceeding generations, how 
5 it much miſery would an obſervation 
i! ©« of them ſpare to ages yet unborn— 
1 1 <« I ſee, my lord, you are ready to ſet 
1 my ſiſter's miſtaken conduct againſt 
dis aſſertion, but can the faults of an 
individual change the rendency of a 
* ih e doftrine which the united attempts of 
1 * 5 Herring beings can never effectively 
M f ee deſtroy It is not the influence of frail 
3 . © mortality can change or deface the 
1 ce beauty of moral virtue; what I cannot 
0 ce remedy I may and do lament; but that 


1 «© would be no excuſe for a criminal 


« neglect or tame ſubmiſſion to diſorders 
| | «which juſtice commands my beſt at- 


1 c tempts to oppoſe and eradicate 
= {© Adicu, then, my lords, J have acted 


— 
* Cee 


| independently and difintereſtedly, _ 
5 *« g9 ye and do litewiſe·— 80 ſaying, 1 ” 


Ss "BS withdrew, leaving Wincheſter ba- 
1 | « lancing 


Fe 
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naehe whether his decided defiance 
demanded praiſe or blame. But 
Stephen, in whoſe thankful heart 
every generous paſſion prompted to ve- 
neration and love, could ſcarcely for- 
bear reſigning, during that empaſſioned 
moment, thoſe pretenſions which this 
noble pleader for the rights of a haughty 
ſiſter had nearly perſuaded him not 855 
aſſert. 


pe 


While the emancipated p pair were re. 
ceiving and participating in the felicita- 
tions their generous friend had candidly 
rejoiced in, from motives in wiuch the 
cold-hearted policy of a ſelfiſn heart 
took no ſhare, and which militated not 

againſt the principles his loyal ſoul had 
ſo recently given vent to, he could lock 
to nothing but the certainty of unjuſt 
reproach — and authoriſed by Win- 


chelter's ſtipulated conſent, returned W 


his native city; and, on the evening of 
. his 


— 


212 DAYS QF. voRE. 


his arrival again, ſought the preſence of 


her who, from the preſent circum- 
ſtances, obtained a plauſible though un- 
juſt ſuperiority. Of Trapanti he could 
hear nothing, although his orders re- 
ſpecting the Cardinal's being permitted 
to return unmoleſted in three days after 


Earl Robert's departure was punctually 
obſerved by that nobleman's truſty aſ- 
ſiſtants; but as the conſequence of the 


fray occaſioned a till longer confine- 
ment, there was reaſon to ſuppoſe the 


real cauie was canfully concealed. 


Lady de Warrenne had again reſurned 
her attendance upon her royal miſtreſs, 
and was in waiting when Glouceſter ap- 


peared. The encouraging look ſhe 


gave him upon his entrance, reconciled 
in a degree the awkwardneſs of a 


firſt encounter. But the mind of Maud 


had undergone an unexpected revolu- 


tion; and the” repreſentations of her 


—— 


eſtimable 


— kT hang a re „ 
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eſtimable companion, added to the ab- 
ſence of her pernicious and artful ad- 
viſer, left little for Earl Robert to ap- 
prehend. She received him with all 
the ſincerity of ſiſterly attention, and 
even hinted that, ſituated as he was, no 
other reſource remained than that he 
had choſen, confeſſing in the moment | 
of humiliation and revived affection, 
that mis-led by Trapanti's counſels and 
| artful management, ſne had nearly, 
though ignorantly, conſented to the aſ- 
ſaſſination of the uſurper (for ſo ſhe 


ſtiled her generous and Wan e 
competitor). [Fe 


By this acknowledgment, her brother 
gueſſed. . ſhe was acquainted with the 
Cardinal's diſappointment, and his prior 
and ſubſequent conduct reſpecting 
Count Stephen; but of every incident 
relating to Matilda, the Empreſs's total 
ſilence on that head convinced him ſhe 


5 Was 
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was ignorant, and with his accuſtomed 
prudence, he forbore to mention her. 


Before the Earl had retired from an 
audience which produced the higheſt 
ſatisfaction a ſtill beloved ſiſter could 
beſtow, ſhe ſolicited his advice and 
aſſiſtance in all thoſe inſtances where his 
ſervices might he uſeful, particularly as 
to the ſteps ſhe ought to take to re- 
poſſeſs herſelf of a crown which at 
preſent ſeemed balancing between two 
contending powers; and Earl Robert, 
delighted with the pliancy of her diſpo- 
ſition, promiſed his n attention to 
her wiſnes. 


Sir William de Evreux, whoſe con- 
finement ſhe now appeared to lament, 
was added to her ſmall ſtock of coun- 


ſellors; and if ever Maud had it in her 


m_ to Iu paſt 9 or re- 
deem 
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450 loſt opportunities, this had been 


the time for ſuch a gratification. 


Already terms, ſuch as the yet re- 
maining pride of a Maud and Glou- 
wane preparing for Stephen's inſpec- 
tion; and ſeveral weeks had eltabliſh- 
ed in the Earl's opinion his ſiſter's claim 
to moderation. Lady de Warrenne be- 
came the choſen friend of her heart; 
and during a ſhortexcurſion her brother 

made to London, ſhe profeſſed to ad- 
mit no male companion but de Evreux. 


The freedom which Adela manifeſt- 
ed in her occaſional viſits to Maud's 
cabinet, prevented the ceremony of an- 
nunciation; and one evening, recol- 
lecting a circumſtance ſhe had forgotten 


. to communicate, ſhe preſently returned 
. to mention it, when, beholding through) 
= the half-cloſed door the figure of a 


a man, 


ceſter's prudent policy could ſuggeſt, 
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man, who that 1 was advancing 3 
by another entrance, ſhe would have 
retreated, but every faculty of her ſoul 
vas ſtruck with aſtoniſnment when ſhe 
- beheld, as he turned to addreſs the 
' Empreſs, the features of her dangerous 
adviſer, Trapanti l Trapanti at liberty, 
and received by Maud without any ap- 
parent indignation, in the abſence too 
of Earl Glouceſter, who can expreſs 
the ſentiments Adela encouraged at this 
horrid proof of the Cardinal's perſiſted 
in villainy ?—For. Stephen no appre- 
henſions diſtreſſed her gentle heart; he 

was beyond the machinations of his 
opponents But the Earl, (by whom 
Trapanti had heen ſeverely wounded) 
who had traverſed his ſchemes, and 
| braved the effects of his utmoſt malice, 
he thought Lady de Warrenne is now 
the mark for treachery to expend its 
1 e ſhafts upon. 
8 | Her 
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Her only reſource in this exigence 
was the good de Evreux—But it was 
night; and the impatient lady counted 
the tedious hours as they elapſed, till 
the riſing ſun informed her ſhe might 
be admitted with propriety to her 
faithful adviſer. Attended, therefore, 
by a truſty domeſtic, ſhe paſſed the 
Jong galleries and covered works of 
the caſtle to Sir William's apartments, 
which, as an officer of the houſehold, 
were appointed for his uſe within the 
precincts of Maud's reſidence. Here 
ſhe was informed the knight was not 
ſtirring; and was entreated to wait a 
few minutes till his chamberlain ſhould 
announce her. 


Deſirous to remain undiſcovered, 
ſhe permitted another man, who was 
accidentally paſſing, to ſummons his 
maſter; who immediately returning, 
exclaimed, © that the knight was no 
« where to be found—that his mattreſs 
VOL. Il, K : We... 
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« was dragged from its frame, and that 
« by the appearance of blood on the 
« floor, on which lay ſcattered ſeveral 
% of his venerable locks, there was 
« no doubt but his dear maſter was 
« murdered !”. 


Shocked beyond the powers of re- 
colleQtion, Adela fainted at this dread- 
ful deicription, and was carried in a 
ſtate of inſenſibility to the Empreſs's 
chamber, by whoſe door ſhe muſt 
have paſſed to her own. 


| Surpriſed at the diſorder of her un- 
happy friend, Maud ordered the men 
to ſupport her to a chair; and then 
let herſelf to reſtore the ſinking ſuf- 
ferer, who no ſooner recovered the 
power of articulation, than ſhe groan- 
ed, in tremulous accents, the word 
« murder !”* adding to it the names 
0 Trapanti and de Evreux.” The Em- 
preſs waited, in fearful terror, an ex- 
"2 planation 
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planation of this awful ſuggeſtion; 
and Lady de Warrenne, with a greater 
degree of anguiſh continued“ In- 
« fernal arts! — Diabolical cruelty ! 
<« Oh, lady, vengeance is at work !— 
« Glouceſter—The gallant Glouceſter! 
„ —ſave him !— forwarn him The 
« powers of darkneſs are again let 
« looſe The fiend of deſtruction has 
« yowed revenge, and he will keep his 
« word!” - Why this is madneſs,” 
cried Maud, “of what does your mil- 
« treſs ſpeak, Ellena ?—What has oc- 
c cafioned”—— She was going on when 
the ſuppoſed aſſaſſination of Six Wil- 
liam was announced by his eſquire, 
who ruſhed in with the intelligence of 
his maſter? Kabſence, and the grounds 
there were for the moſt terrible ſuſ- 
picions. The Emprefs ſighed, and 
paced the room in apparent agitation 
but ſomewhat recovering her uſual 
dignity, ſhe commanded the ſtricteſt 

1 2 ſearch 


* 
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ſearch to be made for the perpetrators 


of ſuch an abhorred act, and de- 


nounced ſignal retribution againſt, the 


prompters ot it. 


Scarcely was Lady de Warrenne re- 
vived to a thorough ſenſe of the loſs 


ſhe had ſuſtained, and communicated 


her doubts reſpecting the melancholy 
fate of ſo brave a man, than Cardinal 


Trapanti was openly introduced“ He 
<« had heard of the infernal cataſtrophe,” 


(ſo he named it) „and was come to 


« Offer his beſt ſervices for tbe deve- 


ce lopement of the treacherous buſi- 
« neſs ; but who,” he added, (with all 


| the warmth of friendſhip) c who could 
« heſitate a moment to criminate the 


e uſurper and his colleagues, as in- 
« volved in the deteſtable plot—Sir 


« William was a friend to his Empreſs 


« and the glorious conſtitution _ of 
© England, of courſe, then, his deſtruc- 
tion 
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« tion was an object to the oppoſite 
« parties; and were he to adviſe, it 
« ſhould be for the return of Earl 
«© Robert, whoſe indefatigable prudence 
« would ſoon trace the matter to its 
e ſource.” © True,” obſerved Lady 
de Warrenne, „ and to his own de- 
« ftruftion—Glouceſter is ſafe where 
ce he is, but here“ — She ceaſed; and 
fixed a look at Trapanti which forced 
upon his ſickly countenance a mo= 
mentary fluſh, But conſcious of paſt 
villainy, he ſmothered the indignant 
reply which paſſion prompted. 


Maud, however, had no ſuch motive 
for paſſive ſileuce -Sie was diltrefſed, 
bewildered and ſuſpicious, but of 
whom ?—And where to look for an 
explanation of Adela's broken and 
incongruous ſentences was beyond ber 
power, as that lady refuſed any pros 
Tent e. 
It 
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"It was too certain that Trapanti had 
renewed his footing in her good 
opinion, by giving a plauſible reaſon 
for his motive in attempting to remove 
Stephen; and had nearly contrived, 
during Earl Robert's abſence, to throw 
a ſucceſsful ſtigma upon his recent 
tranſactions But Adela's viſible diſ- 
like of the Cardinal, and the pains ſhe 
liad formerly taken to ſet his character 
in its true light, added to her own 
unſullied integrity, and the preſent 
ſhocking hints ſhe had thrown. out, 
ſhook once more the foundation of 
the prielt's hopes; and he withdrew 
in a ſtate of mortification, dount, and 
dil poln. ment. 0. 


The news of Sir William's cruel 
attack ſoon reached an ear ever open 
to the call of friendſhip; and pierced 
a heart which loved and reſpected his 
valuable qualities. Glouceſter, there- 

| fore, 
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fore, with a lightnIng-like | ſpeed, 
poſted from London, determined to 
n TR g ny propoſed. 

lis firſt biineſs was to ſearch every 
dark avenue of the caſtle, every dil- 
uſed, damp, 'and gloomy cellar, omit- 
ting not even to turn up the humid 
earth of thoſe dreary receſſes ; but 
no diſcovery followed his eager ex- 
ploration, and, as the laſt reſource, he 
examined the floor and wainfcot of 
his bed-chamber. In all this he was 
aſſiſted by two chamberlains, who for- 
got not the broad and ſpacious chim- 
ney as a poſſible means of concealing 
a dead body. 


. Grieved at "the: fruitleſsneſs of. his 
foi; Earl Glouceſter was turning to 
leave the room, when a dark cloſet, 


on the left hand, tempted him to look 
in. It was ſpacious, and lined with 
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_—_ 


the ſame kind of oak wainſcotting as 
the chamber. Here Earl Robert was 
{truck by the ſame appearance of 
blood, and hoary locks as the bed- 
room exhibited—* Did you ſee,” ſaid 
he, (addreſſing a chamberlain) “ theſe 
„ ſymptoms before! 5 5 — Why, no 
2 No I can't ſay as I did.“ Nor 
* you, Retroni? - Me ?—No, ſure— 
% No See Me - Me” — Villain,” 
cried the Earl, (collaring Retroni, 
who had formerly been in Trapanti's 
ſuit) © you, at leaſt, are no ſtranger to 
this deteſtable buſineſs — Speak ! 
« Say where the reverend remains are, 
„ have marked your manners from 
« the moment I began my learch, nor 
« need thoſe pallid looks and ſhaking 
« limbs to aſſure me of your guilt' 
« Oh, no ſvord, maſter,”” cried the 
trembling wretch, “and you ſhall 
© know all.” Glouceſter inſtantly 
theathed the terrifying weapon, while 
eien 


* 
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Retroni went on to ſay, © that his 
« former occupation had been that of 


e a bravo at Naples; but that, in con- 


* ſequence of a conſiderable reward 


« he bad obeyed Trapanti's inſtruc- 


Was 


« tions to quit that place and join the 
« Cardinal in England, whoſe firſt 
« employment for him was to aſſaſſin- 
« ate Count Stephen“ But de 
« Foreux,” cried the impatient Glou- 


ceſler, © how has he been diſpoled of? 


And where is his precious body?“ 
Retroni informed him that the a& had 
been committed in that cloſet, between 
the hours of two and three in the 


morning, whither Thomas (who, in 


Earl Robert's eager attempt to ſecure 
,the Neapolitan was permitted to eſ- 
cape) and himſelf had dragged him; 
that his reſiſtance was aſtoniſhing; and 
that he fell while calling upon Glou- 


ceſter for help. He then went to a door 


in the wainſcot which opened upon a 
CEE flight 


diet or veg. 


flight of ſteps that led to a ſort of re- 
ſervoir, and opening it, faid they had 
tumbled his body into that water, from 
whence, on the fullowing night, they 
carried it into the court of the caſtle, 
and by removing ſome of the pave- 
ment, under which it was depoſited, . 
they effectually concealcd it from diſ- 
covery. © Yet,” ſaid the Earl, you 
could not ſuppole thele horrid 
« marks of violence would not lead to 
« queſtions of a dangerous nature? 
To this he was anſwered, that there 
was ro realon to imagine any one 
would viſit the apartment ſo early in 
the morning; and that the man who 
Was commiſſioned by Lady de War- 
renne was not in the ſectet, and al— 
though Thomas attempted to ſtop him 
at the head of the ſtairs, he ſaw enough 
to convince hem of the buſineſs. _ 
Retroni likewiſe thought it better that 
thoſe indications of violence ſhould 
remain 
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remain after having once been ſeen, 
than by officiouſly attempting to re- 
move them, to incur a ſulpicion which 
they jultly delerved. 


As this confeſſion ſo amply crimi= 
nated Trapanti, the Earl wiſhed to 
bring the dreadtul charge home to him, 
but in what way he could not readily 
determine; and after ſeeing the aſſaſſin 
properly ſecured, and iſſuing the ſtric- 
teſt orders for Thomas being purſued, 
he went to the Emprels with a full 
intention of impeaching her once 
confided-in favourite. But on enter- 
ing the cabinet where ſhe was accuſ- 
tomed to exhibit the ſhadow 'for it 
hardly admitted a better ſignification) 
of royal authority, in hearing cauſes 
and giving audience, bis uſual patience 
and caution nearly deſerted the ge- 
nerous Glouceſter, upon obſerving, 
in all the effrontery of unſuſpected 
„ guilt, 
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guilt, the deteſtable Trapanti, ws, 
ſeated at Maud's right hand, appeared 


to caſt a look of defiance upon his 


nne opponent. 


As he ee vis ſiſter, it was 


too evident to him the Cardinal had 
once more ſucceeded in his attempt on 


Maud's credulity, a weaknels which 
had but little influence on her diſpo- 


ſition, and required all Trapanti's 


artful eloquence to compaſs; and it 


immediately occurred to Glouceſter, 
that nothing ſhort of abſolute de- 


tection would remove the veil his 
cunning repreſentations had thrown 


over a tolerably clear underſtanding, 
Waving, therefore, any preſent attack, 


he contented himfelf with totally neg-. 
lecting the exulting Cardinal; and 
heard, with ſeeming. nee, the 
Empreſs's invitation to Trapanti and 
himſelf to take their dinner with her, 

. on 
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on the ſollowing day, in the banquet- 
hall, where ſhe expetted to meet many | 
of the wealthieſt adherents: to her de- 
clining caule. 


This was an opportunity not to be 
negleaed_ by Glouceſter — The hall 
windows which reached nearly to the 
level of the floor, looked upon the 
fatal ſpot that concealed the murdered. 
knight's remains And this arrange- 
ment directly ſuggeſted a plan which 
he conceived would fully elucidate 
the yet concealed myſtery of baſe 
treachery—* Yes,” cried the Cardinal, 
(in a tone at once farcaſtic and tri= 

umphant, although he meant it ſhould 
imply nothing more than a wiſh to 
conciliate paſt grievances) “ and there 
« in flowing goblets of generous wine, 
my Lord of Glouceſter and the Em- 
«preſs ſhall drown all animoſity with 
e their favoured viſitor, Trapanti.” _ 
| Ls True, 


a 58 rg LI þ . „ r 3 4+ XS S pa 2 2 


=_ DAYS OF YORE. 


| « True, Lab Cardinal, ” anſwered the 
TE | Far}, (whoſe knowledge of depraved 
We | human nature was not ſufficient to de- 
velope the ſuddenneſs of a change 

. from conſeſſed haughtineſs to the pli- 
ability Of aſſumed gentleneſs) * true, 
and there too, perhaps, my motives: 
bs * for the animoſity you hint at may 


| « he Excuſed, my brother, is it 
| «© not ſo ?—Yes, I ſhall there witneſs.a 
| « coalition which may reſtore theſe 
| « realms to their priſtine glory.” 
| 4. Trapanti ſmiled ; but the treacherous 
> ſignal was meant to cover the depra- 
| vity. of a heart exulting in the hope 
| of new. victories—And kiſſing Maud's 
| hand, he felicitated her on the proſpect 
| N of ſeeing theſe mighty events and 
0 pliſned. 
ö 
| ob og - 
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ResoLveD to grace the intended 
feſtival with every ſplendid and luxu- 
rious decoration, Maud devoted the 
intervening hours to giving and ſeeing 
thoſe orders pundtually executed, 
which ſo ſhort a ſpace would admit 
of, | | 


* 


A gallery, extending over the en- 
trance, was hung with the richeſt filks 
for the purpoſe of containing Tra- 
panti's band, which, fince his exile, 

had 
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had joined him in England; ; and were 


meant, by their ſweet and melodious 
tones to relieve the ſonorous clang of 
Engliſh drums and trumpets. At the 
upper end of the hall was raiſed a 
{mall table, ſurmounted by a canopy 
of the moſt gorgeous texture for the 
accommodation of Maud, her brother, 
and the Cardinal; a circumſtance 
which extremely diſguſted her loyal 
barons, who were unuſed to have an 
Italian prieſt placed above them Nor 


could the gentle de Warrenne ſee an 


enemy ſo bitter as ſhe ſtil] conceived 

Trapanti to be, thus fatally encou- 
raged ; and every decoration ſhe be- 
held of flowers, maſſive plate, and 


| ſtately hangings, ſeemed to her pro- 
phetic and gloomy forebodings, more 


like pompous funeral ornaments than 
the grand pageantry of feſtive enter- 


tainments; while Maud, in her con- 


templation of the glorious exhibition, 8 
law 


” 
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ſaw in it ranly a renewal of her former 


_ greatneſs. _ TR 


. Gratified by the diſtinction paid to 


him on this new occaſion, Trapanti 
(for whom the company waited) ſeated 


himſelf between the Empreſs and her 
brother; and the dinner hours paſſed 
with a conviviality no one truly en- 


joyed but the Empreſs. Glouceſter 
appeared thoughtful, perplexed, and 


almoſt inattentive to the | barons 


pointed attention to kim, as the ex- 
cluſive ſharer of their undivided ho- 


mage, not once regarding the Cardinal's 
lmiling appeal for equal reſpect; while 
their notice of Maud was cold, con- 
ſtrained, and barely. duteous, which, 


in the fullneſs of her heart, ſhe cheer- 


fully accepted. 


* 


The oſtentation of Trapanti's firſt 


appearance ſeemed now to loſe its ſup- 
port 
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il "Eu port, for in the- barons decided neg- 
. lect he read a thouſand motives for 
| their diflike; and apparently to cover 
| this delerved mortification, he puſhed 
about the, goblet with an eagerneſs 
. that denoted his wiſh to eſcape re- 
: flection, ſeveral of which were quickly 
emptied ; when, calling to one of his 
own attendants, he commanded him'to 
fetch ſome Falerman wine, of a pecu- 
_® Har exquiſite flavor. The man im- 
mediatcly produced it, ſetting a goblet 
before cach of the convivial ſet, 
Maud, diſreliſhing the intemperance 
of her gueſt, refuſed the offered liba- 
tion ; but this was diſregarded by Tra- 
panti, who, filling a goblet, preſſed the 
Earl to pledge him, while he drank 
. Oblivion to every recent feud.” TO 
this, Glouceſter made no objettion, 
only adding his wiſh that the claims 
, of innocent and gut might be ef- 
5 ſettled. 7531 otog 
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The Cardinal whin, in the inebria- 
tion of the moment had not involved 
the faculty of diſcrimination, gazed con- 
tuſedly on the Earl, as if to demand 


an explanation of ſuch a wiſh; but 


Robert, whoſe plot was Tipe r dif- 


covery, quitted the table, and ſtepping. 


to the barons, as they were ſeated near 
the windows, calmly told them «the 
de aflailants of their lamented de 
« Evreux were known, and his place 
« of burial acknowledged.” | 


This intelligence ſo coolly deliver- 
ed, and ſo plainly expreſſed, while it 


awoke in every boſom a glowing cu- 


riofity, reached the ears of Trapanti, 
and he joined the company, as if de- 


ſirous to catch the pleaſing informa- 
tion Yes,” rejoined the Earl, (point- 


ing to the court) © beneath yon ſtones 
« lies the murdered de Evreux; thoſe 
© men are now employed in removing 
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« the pavement; come, my lords, I 
« ſee the buſineſs is almoſt done, we 
vill witneſs the mournful ceremony 
© of recovering the revered remains 
« from their ignominious grave, and 
« depoſit them in a more ſacred re- 
« ceſs. So ſaying, they left the hall 
to Maud and the Cardinal, whole al- 
pect expreſſed a mixture of malice, 
fear, and latent triumph—“ Is it poſ- 
« ſible,” cried the Empreſs, (trembling 
with exceſſive apprehenſion) © that my 
e brother has indeed diſcovered the 
e perpetrators of that barbarous—ah, 
te *tis indeed lo, look, my Lord Car- 
66 dinal, they bear his body hither.” 
Trapanti caught her hand as ſhe was 
ſhrinking from che horrid fight (as the 
body was, at that moment, placed on 
the floor before her) and begged her 
to retire. This ſhe was extremely 
ready to do; but Glouceſter, who 
gueſſed the motive which aduated him 
| | to 
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to accompany her) entreated Trapanti 
would wait a moment, as his teſtimony 
might be of ule in the elucidation be- 
fore them, © Impoſlible, my Lord,” 


returned he, my ſervices have been 


already employed and accepted for 


ce the purpole of tracing the cauſe of 


cc this lamented death, but to me it has 
« remained an impenetrable ſecret; 3 


« Of what moment then can be my 


« teſtimony ?”—©« Where nothing is 


©« known, nothing can be expected.“ 
« —Granted, fir—Yet, ſurely, the be- 


« nevolence which has been ſo active, 
* muſt be gratified in the proſpett we 
« now have of a full explanation of 


« the ſhocking. tranſattion,” 1 


Conſcious ink any farther contra= 
diction'might produce unwelcome con- 


ſequences, Trapanti conſigned his 


agitated charge to the care of her at- 


tendants, and with an ill-ſupported 


bravery 


5 
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bravery, advanced to gaze on the diſ- 
figured corſe; but the momentary 


contemplation this awful fight ſug- 


geſted, was ſoon interrupted by Earl 
Robert, who, in a penſive attitude, 
his arms folded over his breaſt, and 
diſregarding the friendly tear which 
rolled over his burning cheek, ſlowly 


12 caſt his eyes upwards, and again level- 
ling them to the ſurrounding company, 


reſted an indignant and penetrating 
glance upon Trapanti; while the 
ſolemn ſilence of every individual 
marked this mournful ſcene with ad- 
ditional horror. {re 


At length, the Earl, with an impreſ- 
ſive and ſteady voice (while his eye 


_ reverted to the pale object before 


him) addreſſed the attentive barons 
« You ſee, my lords,” he cried, “ in 
this poor pale victim an inſtance of 
that depravity to which human na- 

x d ture 
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« ture can deſcend—T bis gallant knight 


was my friend—He was the ſriend of 


* the oppreſſed The ſcourge of the 
© vicious — And therefore he ſell! 

« Noble de Evreux,” continued the 
apoltrophizing Robert, „ had'ſt thou 


« fallen in the field of battle thine end 
« had been glorious; or were thoſe 


« wounds inflicted by a generous 

«© enemy, the tear they might have 
© excited would have embalmed them 
But the poignard of an aflaſſin, 
« wrote in dark and bloody charac- 
« ters, the infernal inclination of a 
„vile heart! — Look, my eſtimable 


«© companions,. at the violence done 


c 


to this hallowed frame—The crown 
« of age was torn by cruel and relent- 
F leſs hands from the ſacred head !— 
« Poor , mutilated veteran, could not 
6c theſe furrowed lines, the ſunken eye, 
« the weight of fourſcore years pro- 


c tect thee?” —A burſt of tears inter- 


rupted the effuſions of his generous 
ſoul, 
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ſoul, while his repreſentation, like that 
of Anthony over the coiſe of Julius 
' Caſar, ſeemed to kindle, alternately, 
the paſſions of pity and revenge in his 
auditors— I may be to blame,” he 
reſumed, “to lament an injury which 
« calls for immediate vengeance ! But, 
„my friends, ſhould I be more ex- 
* plicit, you muſt conſent to wait the 
« forms of law for retribution—lt is 
ce true, I have in my eye the prompter, 
« the inſtigator of this atrocious Vile 
« lainy.”” 


Aghaſt with terror, each baron 
turned a fearful and exploring look 
upon his neighbour, as if eager to 
catch from the ſuſpicious countenance 
a gleam of information ; but dark and 
- impenetrable was that which ſtrove to- 
conceal the guilty ſecret; and Earl 
Robert found that all his endeavours 
could not rn a candid confeſſion 
| l cc « My 
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1 My lords,” repeated he — © The 


% monſter, yet unappalled by this at- 
ce fefting ſight, now makes one of my 
* numerous auditors” — Name him,” 
cried the Cardinal, with a voice em- 
boldened by deſperation =*©© Trapanti ! 
« Trapanti!”” echoed the aſtoniſhed 
barons—*< Cardinal Trapanti! — Ay, 
ce lords,“ anſwered Earl Robert — © He, 
cc whoſe ſervices have been employed in 
« tracing the origin of this pernicious 


ec miſchief—Y es, lord Cardinal, you are 


ce the ſole cauſe—the ſpring—the inven- 
«© tor of it; and upon the ground of a 
e juſt accuſation, I charge you as a per- 
ce nictous, though concealed enemy, to 


England, and all her rights—nor yet 


« leſs ſq to our ſovereign and her com- 
«© pecans... | : 


Deprived of every power of felf-de- 


fence, Trapanti could only tremulouſly 


pronounce the words — * Prove your 


Wn 4 ce aſſertions“ 
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tc affertionss”—*< I will,” cried Glouceſ- 
ter — © Approach, Retroni.” As if 
dreading immediate condemnation from 
the very ſight cf this witneſs, the culprit 
- ſunk on a bench behind him, and cover- 
ing his face with his robe, exhibited an 
appearance of convicted gvilt; while 
Retroni, little leſs agitated than his em- 
ployer, made ſhift to inform the horror- | 
ſtruck audience of the particulars already 
related, and ſubjoined to this black ac- 
count the motive which induced his lord 
to deſtroy Sir William and this, he ſaid, 
was owing to his diſcovering the active 
part he had taken in Stephen's affairs; 
and, added to all, he charged the Cardinal 
with an intention to involve Earl Glou- 
ceſter in the ſanguine revenge. 


1 4 Scarcely had Retroni concluded his 
N accuſation, when Ralph Lord Lovel, 
William Mohun, and Geoffry Talbot 

Gn whoſe features the workings of in- 

dignant 
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dignant vengence were terrible) ex- 
clainied as with one voice Down with 
c the villain” and flying on their help- 

leſs prey, would have ſacrificed him that 

moment to the manes of their honored _ 
friend, and as much to ſecure their be- 
loved Earl from his future deſigns, had 
not the latter ruſhed in to preſerve the 
devoted Cardinal. My lords,” cried 
he “' deſiſt — Your ſwords demand 
ce much nobler victims Fear not for me, 
ce nor think Italian policy can reach my 

c life—He is now amenable to the in- 

e ſulted laws: and to the execution of 

« thoſe laws we will refer him.” 


"Thoſe eyes, which but one inſtant be- 
fore were ſhut in breathleſs expectation 
of his fate, now glared upon his deliverer - 
with an expreſſion too intricate for de- 
hneation ; white a ſmile, the charater- . 
iſtic of Traparti's feelings, quivered on 
his parched lips, and he convullively | 


E gaſped 


3 
Hh 


244 DAYS OF YORE. 


gaſped for utterance. At length he ar- 
ticulated “ What-—ſtill compoſed No 
marks of — And has Trapanti failed 


« No—Glouceſter, you ſave my life; for 


what to rejoice in my future ignomini- 
© ousexit—Poor miſtaken man No tri- 
% umph awaits thee of that deſcription.” 


A ſudden paleneſs, the fore-runner of 


exceſſive giddineſs, called the barons at- 


tention from the Cardinal to their be- 


loved Earl Robert. © Tis nothing my 
e friends,“ cried the half- fainting noble- 
man — An impetus of the perturbed 
< brain—lIt already abates. At this cou- 


rageous aſſertion, Trapanti again ſmiled ; 
but the eyes of every one were now 


attracted by a new and affecting object, 


Lady de Warrenne who entering with 


a wild diſtracted air, ran up to Glouceſ- 


ter, and gazing pitiouſly upon him, juſt 


| breathed the word - Porfon ! ”' and 


ſunk at his feet. Poiſon ! ” repeated 
: Sceoffty 


* 


DAYS OF YORE. 215 
Zo 


Geoffry Talbot, who caught at the word © 

as if it conveyed an inſtantaneous con 
viction—< Po:ſon—and adminiſtered by 

e this monſter.” The ſignal was effec- 

tual; and the next moment beheld Tra- 

panti nearly breathleſs at the feet of his 

furious aſſailants, while every ſword con- 

tributed a ſtroke to the utter extinction 

of a worthleſs exiſtence. 


As ſoonas the bloody ſcene was com- 
pleted, Earl Robert, who had ine ffectu- 
ally attempted to ſave his ſuppoſed mur- 
derer, expreſſed in high and angry terms 
his ſenſe of this premature viglence, and 
even accuſed his friends of injuſtice, in 
thus accelerating a ſentence which a 
vague ſuſpicion had wreſted from the le- 
gal powers — But the trembling voice, Y 
and encreaſing debility of this ſon of ho- | 
nor, was a ſufficient excuſe which eſta- 
bliſhed itſelf in every boſom for the 1 1 
cipitated vengeance. RE 
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When Lady de Warrenne, who had re- 
covered to congratulate herſelf on the 
death of ſo baſe a culprit, now retired 
with her lamented friend to Maud's apart- 
mend, ſhe told the cauſe of her ſuſpicions 


which was, “That the wine Earl Robe rt 


« had drank of, being removed by a ſer- 
«© vitor, he aſked the Italian domeſtic to 
join in emptying the goblet ; that the 
latter, after holding it carefully againſt 
« the light, demanded from whence it 
was taken and being informed it was 
« the remnant of that which the Earl had 
* drank, he daſhed it furiouſly againſt 
« the wall This occaſioned much con- 
« fuſion, and Leoni was called upon to 


declare his motives for ſuch a conduct. 


Ehe fellow replied, while he trembled 
"6 exceſlively, that he did not think, from 

4 all Je knew, that the Cardinal was well 
* treated by Lord Glouceſter — and 
<« the thoughts of this made him deteſt 


An 


f * _ 
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An excuſe ſo futile could only effect 


its purpoſe on the i ignorant creatures for 
whom it was fabricated; and Adela's 
waiting damſel, who ſaw and heard the 
whole tranſaction, immediately reported 
it to her lady. This was ground enough 


for Lady de Warrenne's imagination to 


work upon Already, fo juſtly prejudiced 
as ſhe was againſt Trapanti, and madden- 
ing with the moſt direful ſuggeſtions, 
ſhe raſhly, though generouſly few to the 


hall in a fort of hope, that if it were ſo, it 
might not be yet too late to apply an 


antidote—Alchough in Glouceſter's men- 


tal cenſure of this buſineſs, he could not | 


paſs by its noble motive, he yet calmly 
cautioned her againſt ſuch exceſſive ſen- 
ſibility in future and poſitively declared 
he could entertain -no ſuch improbable 


opinion; afluring the Empreſs, who was. 


ſeriouſly, ſhocked by Adela's repreſenta- 
tion, that he was entirely recovered, and 
| n the diſorder he felt could only be 
1 4 attributed 


* 
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attributed to the diſturbance of a mind 
ſo cruelly depreſſed by the awful ſcene 


he was engaged i in. 


Some what ſatisfied with this declara- 
tion, Maud reverted to Trapanti's miſe- 
rable exit, and expreſſed in the moſt can- 


did terms her ſorrow for being ſo art- 


fully duped by that abandoned wretch ; 
and even hinted a wiſh to make ſuch 
terms with Stephen, as ſhould confirm 


to her beloved ſon, Henry, the future 


poſſeſſion of a crown, whoſe weight be- 
gan to be paſt endurance. 


Farl Robert ſaw not in this ſudden 


TY and aſtoniſhing propoſal the conflict of a 


pride wounded in almoſt every direction, 
nor gueſſed it was partly the reſult of 
her certain conviction of the danger 
which neceſſarily attached to her preſent 
dn, which from Stephen's entire 

liberation 
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liberation, and his encreaſing influence 
became every day more alarming. 


It is true, that ſupported by Cardinal 
Trapanti's aſſurance of even foreign aſ- 
ſiſtance to eſtabliſh her wiſhes, ſhe had 
too freely given the reins to a fervid 
imagination, nor once conſidered how in- 
congruous it was, to expect from an 
exile, that protection which he could 
not ſecure even to himſelf. But the 
deluſion was at an end. His vile and 
atrocious act had met with condign pu- 
niſhment - and the fall of that glittering 
meteor, which ſo long dazzled her 
abuſed ſenſes, reſtored the calm and 
| ſteady luſtre of her brother's virtues to. 
its original brilliancy. 


| Ever eager to catch at, and improve 
every gleam of moderation and pru- 
dence in his ſiſter's diſpoſition, Glou- 
ceſter propoſed an arrangement of one 
F 5 e 
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of ſeveral plans which he preſented to 
her for her conſideration, but the leading 
feature of each was, that he ſhould ac- 
company her to Wincheſter, under the 
idea thac from a perſonal audience much 
more might be obtained than from any : 
fecondary influence — Propoſing at the 
fame time, that during her negociation 
with Stephen and his brother ſhe ſhould: 
reſide at the Monaſtery, to whoſe ſupe- 
rior Maud had been, in ſome meaſure, 
indebted for a temporary aſylum. 


Maud felt a pang of recollection at 
chis part of his propoſition, that gave 
birth to ſome very unpleaſant ideas. The 
Chapel The monument The figure, 
ſo wonderfully removed, again occurred 
to memory. But Glouceſter was now 
her fole councellor, adviſer, and earthly 
guide; nor would ſhe in any one inſtance 
ſtep beyond the line he drew, or militate 
againit his ſlighteſt ſuggeſtions. „ 

8 | To 
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Io Father Andrew, then, a meſſage 
was diſpatched; and Lady de Warrenne 
agreed to accompany her royal miſtreſs 
to Wincheſter, as ſoon as Stephen could 
be appriſed of their intention. 


* 
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CHAP. IX. 


, 


Tur abhorrence which all ranks 
and degrees of people had conceived 
againſt Trapanti's barbarous aſſaſſina- 
tion of Sir William de Evreux, effec- 
tually ſnielded the inflictors of that 
bad man's puniſhment from legal no- 
tice. Retroni was tried and condemned 
in the moſt public manner; and Tho- 
mas, unable to eſcape the vigilance 
of his purſuers, ſuffered wick him on 

nes ke ſcaffold, * 


— * 


%, 
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Notwithſtanding the ſpirit and acti- 

vity which Earl Robert exhibited in 
the management of thoſe affairs which 
came under- his cognizance, the Em- 
preſs beheld, with a truly ſiſterly con- 
cern, that both his ſtrength and looks 
were viſibly effected the latter aſſum- 
ing a cadaverous hue; while the former 
rapidly declined. 


Still Adela, who could not overcome 
her ſuſpicions of foul play, perſiſted in 
the horrid ideas ſne had firſt taken up; 
but as no proof could be deduced from 
outward circumſtances, ſhe found it 
neceſſary to ſmother, in future, the 
forebodings of a generouſly- ſenſible 
heart. It ſeemed as if the noble Earl 
encouraged (if not the ſame notions) ; 
ſome not wholly diſſimilar to her's, as 
no increaſing debility, no entreaties 9 
his friends, or even the frequent faint- 
ings to which he now became ſubject, 
3 | „„ | could 
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could aa him to relax his conſtant 


attention to his ſiſter's intereſt; and in the 
hope that he might derive ſome benefit 


from change of ſituation, ſhe even urged 


him to accompany her to Wincheſter. 


Delighted with thoſe expreſſions of 
affection to which the former pride and 
ſelfiſhneſs of the Empreſs ſeemed haſtily 
ſubmitting, the Earl congratulated him- 


ſelf on the happy revolution, with a 


fervency which gave equal pleaſure to 


a ſiſler who now became more dear to 


him than ever; and in conſequenee of a 


civil reception from Stephen of Maud's 


overtures on this moſt important oc- 
caſion, ſne induced her brother to leave 
the city of Glouceſter, and take up their 


abode in father Andrew's monaſtery, 
where every accommodation the prieſts 


could offer were readily accepted. 


The 
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The good ſuperior, who had hitherto 
| conſidered his royal viſitor in a light 
no ways adyantageous to her character 
as a ſovereign or a gentle female, be- 
held, with a riſing veneration, the ſweet- 
neſs of thoſe manners once ſo harſh and 
repulſive; while his own carriage 
evinced, by its reſpectful yet pleaſant 
tenor, a proof of the einige he now 
held. * 


Maud fully underſtood from whence 
the cheerful yet duteous attention he 
paid her aroſe, and enjoyed, for the 
firſt time, a real aſcendancy over her 
conquered ſpirit. It was certain, no- 
thing leſs than the moſt forcible means 
could have produced ſuch an event 
The detection and dreadful puniſhment 
of Trapanti The ſtrong eloquence and 
friendſhip of Lady de Warrenne Wich 
the viſible decline of her excellent. 
brother, were all but neceſſary inſtru- 
* | ments 
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ments to effect this important purpoſe— 


Even religion, the profeſſion of which 


had been ſcarcely obſerved but as the 
means of attaining ſome political end, 


recovered, or rather eſtabliſhed its in- 


fluence on her mind. Father Andrew 


availed himſelf particularly of this grate- 158 


ful change, and inculcated the neceſſity 
of her attendance at the different hours 


of worſhip. To this the Empreſs of- 
fered no objection, although, when, in 
the cloſing evening, ſhe entered the 


chapel, once awfully diſtinguiſhed by an 
appearance not yet elucidated, a ſlight 
Horror crept through her veins, and ſhe 
looked round as if half expecting to en- 
counter nes 00 e Rom a 


fimilar ſhock. 


The 580 of aint monument which 


Geoffry Anjou had raiſed to the me- 
mory of a branch of the family, whoſe 
name be deteſted ory it had been 


. „ .; 3 
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8 


borne by her rival) revived ſenſations 
of no very agreeable import; and 


veſpers were concluded before ſhe could 


recover herſelf ſufficiently to offer her 
evening. oriſons. 


Lady de Warrenne, in whoſe com- 
pany ſhe had traverſed the aiſles, and 


who was engaged in ſome peculiar act 
of devotion, encouraged the Empreſs, 
by her preſence, to follow her example; 


and the chapel was entirely deſerted by 


the prieſts before Maud had coneluded 


her ſolemn ſervices. As there were 


only two large tapers left burning be- 
fore the high altar, their rays gave but 
a partial and gloomy reflection of diſtant 
objects, while the ſolemn ſtillneſs which 
ſucceeded the holy chaunt and ſonorous 
chorus, gave an awful character to 15 
Whole ſcene. 


There 
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There was nothing | inviting in the 
chill aſpect of all around to induce a 


longer ſtay, and Adela reſpectfully ten- 


dering her arm to the Empreſs, was lead- 


ing her to the great entrance ho ſud- 


denly ſtopping, cried “ We are not 
<< alone, lady—T hear footſteps ;- and ſee, 
te yonder ſteals a figure behind the third 


e pillar on our right hand.“ Some 


holy perſon, madam, who like us has. 
te been voluntarily detained””—*< Huſh,” 
anſwered Maud — © It advances! Oh, 
© heavenly ſaints. — it approaches the 
< monument of Bologne! © There is 
* nothing particular in that,” whiſpered 
Adela“ Come, madam, we will retire. 
«© You are alarmed — You tremble.” 
e No, my friend—But——ha—the very 
te figure ! Sce, it moyes towards the al- 


It was no e Re was not 


miſtaken” in- | HEE conjecures, although 


* 
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| the hazarded the reflection of their being 
| raſh and unfounded, yet ſo ſtrongly 
was its firſt appearance impreſſed upon 
her imagination as to be decided in an 


opinion which the accidental ſimilarity 
of dreſs and attitude might give; for 1t 


again feated itſelf on the baſe of the mo- 


nument. 


Confmunded at a circumſtance ſo 
myſterious, (yet convinced that her ter- 


rors reſpecting this female were weak 
and futile) the Empreſs loſt much of her 


apprehenſions, and felt herſelf determinsde 


to ſeek a full explanation of the cauſe 


which produced her wonder, and mo- 


tioned her friend to advance — when 


alarmed by the found of their echoing 
feet, the figure ſtarted up-let fall her 


veil, and diſcovered the nne Oz 
| Matilda! | 


: Prepoſſeſſed 
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 . _ _ © Prepoſſcfſtd with an idea of her death, 

5 (for neither Glouceſter nor Adela had as 
yet touched upon a ſubject which might 
inflict unneceſſary pains and were ſa- 
tisfied with their intention of informing 
the Empreſs of that lady's exiſtence pre- 
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1 vious to her audience with Stephen) 
| Maud ſunk almoſt ſenſeleſs— while Ma- 
* tilda, who was accidentally detained by the 
| . abſence of her damſel, trembled uni ver- 


 fally at this ſudden encounter yet joined 
her ſerviees to Lady de Warrenne” s for 
Maud's recovery. 
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This was ſoon effected; and aſſiſted 

- —_ by the benevolent endeavours of Adela, 

| | . Stephen's queen ſucceſsfully deprecated 
a wrath by which ſhe had fo ſeverely 


| 8 ſuffered, and ingeniouſly related as much 
1 of her circumſtances as ſhe imagined 
ig] would conciliate rather than irritate. 
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The. Empreſs ſighed deeply — She 
could not behold a woman, ſo long, and 
ſo unjuſtly perſecuted, without feeling. 
a partial remorſe ; and although the re- 
volution of her temper and diſpoſition 
produced in part this new ſenſation, it 


could not entirely eradicate the bitter re- 


flection that in rhe ſcorned and once de- 
teſted Matilda, ſhe poſſibly beheld the 
poſſeſſor of that rank herſelf had ſo re- 
cently enjoyed. But the ſweet humility 
and unconquered gentleneſs of that lovely 
woman, agunized, while 1t ſoothed the 
pangs of departing royalty. 
* 


As they were quitting the ſpot now 


made memorable by this extraordinary 
meeting, Matilda pointing to the monu- 
ment, while a tear of tenderneſs ſtole over 
her yet emaciated cheek, obſerved to the 


Empreſs that it covered the remains of | 
a revered friend and relative who had 


left ns a prey to the deepeſt 
TN ſorrow, 
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ſorrow, on account of his wife, ſeduced 
(as was ſuppoſed) by the Count of An- 
jou; and that in. conſequence of ſome 
anonymous information, which pointed 
to Anjou as the cauſe of his diſgrace, 
Thomas of Bologne, on his arrival in Eng- 
land (which place Plantagenet reached 
before him, inſpired by the hope of ſuc- 
ceeding Henry to the throne by a union 
with his noble daughter) deſperately 
challenged and fought the unprincipled 
betrayer, to whoſe ſuperior {kill the un- 
fortunate Thomas fell a Jamented victim 
When ſtruck, as her father ſuppoſed, 
with the fatal event of his unwarrantable 
| paſſion, the Count erected this monu- 
ment to his brother's memory, and cauſed 
_—__ maſſes to be ſaid for his ſoul. 
| Indifferent as Plantagenet had long 
been to the Empreſs, ſhe could not 
hear this freſh inſtance of his depravity 
without an indignant ſhudder — Oh, 
. Madam,“ 
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Madam,“ continued the tearful Ma- 
tilda, (as they were leaving the chapel) 

c had you known the worth of that 
excellent man, whoſe loſs his friends 
« ſo truly lamented, my conduct in 
cc Þiſiting the only memento of the 
<« venerated Thomas, would be eaſily 

e accounted for. It had been my 
e cuſtom, when opportunity permitted, 

«tg viſit this monaſtery, for the pur- 
<« poſe of weeping over the dear uncle, 
« ſo truly lamented ; aad on the very 
“morning you firſt diſcovered me, I 
had entered the chapel, unknown to 
father Andrew, to pay my accuſtom- 

c ed ſacrifice of tears and prayers— | 
Forgive your ſervant, lady, when- 
ce ſhe confeſſes, that terrified at your 
c unexpected preſence, ſhe ſhrieked and 

N « fjed “ But the line,” cried Maud, 

"> * which appeared to me but recently 

5 written, what was its import ?—Death 

. *« fall overcome revenge—lIt applies not 
| 1 cc to 
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« to Thomas, of Bologne.“ Matilda 


bluſhed—hefitated — nor dared to give 


her real motives for the alarming words 
— But her ſilence, her confuſion told to 
the heart of Maud an artleſs tale; and 


the hue of ſhame for paſt errors gave 
a deeper tint to the countenance of 
guilt than that which mantled on the 
cheek of innocence. 


— 


If the remembrance of that train of 


ſorrows which retroſpection forced 


upon the Empreſs, did not kindle in 
her heart the deſire of complete re- 
tribution, it greatly leſſened her re- 


luctance to reſign her ſtate to one ſo 


worthy to poſſeſs it ; and ſhe gave into 


the plan her brother arranged for her 


with a chearfulneſs that eſtabliſned her 
claim to his higheſt commendation. 


When Wincheſter and Stephen were 
made acquainted with Maud's pacific 
manners, 


: j 
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manners towards her once en 
foe, they both united in the hope of 
obtaining their ambitious purpoſes, | 
without any farther effuſion" of blood, 


which a late attempt | of her gallant | 1 


ſon, Henry, who had Wen and 


without her knowledge, landed 8 


Ms 006 made but too Bo ro 
The terms which] Earl Robert now - 
offered, were an engagement on the 
ſide of his fiſter, to retire-from Eng- 
land, and leave to Stephen the entire 
poſſeſſion of its crown, which was to 
_ revert, at his Seren os to Henry Tn 
gener, Maud“ . ene FR 
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ing monarch, made this latter clauſe _ 


extremely hard to digeſt—It militated 
againſt his duty as a parent—lt cut off 
the hope of his beloved Euftace. But 
obſerving the legate turn ſilent and 


vol. i.. „ melancholy 
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melancholy, from bim as he bake, 


1 


Stephen added, « You do not, then, 


«* encourage any farther oppolition * 
| 2 I do not, indeed Be patient, my 
ce brother, you | have need of fortitude 
& —Euſtace”——<« What of Eaſtace?” 
s no e e « No more!” ex- 
claimed the terrified monarch, © What 
- Ob, Wincheſter, in pity. to a 
.CC wretched father's, feelings, ſay, what 
« do, theſe fearful words import?“ — 


The biſhop heſitated; he had been 
too abrupt; and wiſhed to ſoften what 


his imprudence had too decidedly an- 
nounced, for in the trembling lip and 
aſhy countenance of his brother, he 
read the melancholy conſequence of 
this intelligence — “ Speak, Henry,“ 

added Stephen, a lay that my Euſtace 
is indeed no more, and you ſign the 
of mandate of hopeleſs  forrow”—* It 
ce js, indeed, too true - We have loſt 


| « the bloſſom of England's future ex- 


« pectat ions 
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« peftations — A ſudden death has 
« ſnatched your gallant ſon from his 
« admiring friends, and unſettled the 


d noble plans we have been at ſo 


„ much trouble to attempt to realize“ 
Then he is gone? - My beloved 


« boy !-Oh, Henry, for him L have 


« braved the miſeries of war His 


*< future intereſt, when - hope itſelf 


«ſeemed almoſt cruſhed: by the hard 


„% hand of oppreſſion, - and life was 


« fluttering on the point of extinRio, | 
is intereſt renovated the ſeeble 
« ſyſtem, and urged to freſh exertion 
„Not even the dungeon's gloom 
could totally, or at all times, quench 
« the ſweet ray that ſhot through my 
<« darkened proſpe, and ſtreamed in 
t fancy? s eye with reviving glory from 
«the throne my fond ambition had, 
„marked for his inheritance — But 
cc now chere the affectionate father 
turned aſide to conceal the tear of 


„ 


7 
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diſappointed tenderneſs) “now, in- 


* deed, the vivid tints are for ever 
« flown— a joyleſs void ſucceeds —a 
„ blank which time itſelf ean never 
fill Maud may and will rejoice. at 
an event ſo conſonant to her cruel 
« « principles Thb evils ſhe has heaped 
* upon a ſuffering family, prove how _ 
2 Zee ſhe will e PAPER this fo 


" 8 hls no ſuch narrow tek 
„ judices”—* Ves,“ cried the legate, 
« he is, indeed, the friend of mankind, 
< and to his propoſals we muſt accede” 

* Yes, be it as Glouceſter pleaſes— 
x © My comfort—my darling—my eldeſt 
ce hope, in whom I delighted, can no 
longer be injured by this determi- 
nation But what ſays the dear Ma- 
« tilda ? Does ſhe know of chis dre - 
& ful blow to maternal affeckt 


&* She does-and receives it with the 
« grief of a mother, and the 1 | 
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« tion of a Chriſtian ! **—< Sweet crea- 


« ture I She ſhall teach me fortifude— 


* but indeed ſhe ever went before me 
« in all the duties which marked our 


« ſimilar ſtations. Go, Wincheſter— | 


0 make the beſt terms you can; but let 
« the diſtrels of a mortified parent, ex- 
d cuſe wy protons attendance,” 8 


"® 


| pious eulogium on the excellent Ma- 


tilda's virtues, he was interrupted by 


that patient ſufferer before he had well 
finiſhed bis charge to Wincheſter. A 
deep and lettled expreſſion of chaſtened 


ſorrow, dignified; while it influenced_ 


every lovely feature. She had known 
variety of afflictions, wounded by the 
piercing ſhafts of jealouſy, envy, and 
untamed pride—Mortifiedinherheart's 
choiceſt affeQion, even to the deſtrue- 
tion of a delicate conſtitution; yet in 
_— different degree of eveniſul miſ- 
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As | Stephen 258 this jo and 


— 


4 


— 
" | 
— +9 - . 1 k 3 
Co . 1 * 4 r 5 Ry . * I 5 5 
+ OO COND Pe 0X" n wenn 


} 


1 
1 
( 


# 
. N 
= — 


270 DAYS OF YORE- 


fortune her eqanimity yielded but once 
to the claims of a harraſſed mind, which 
had ſuſpended for a time, the functions 
of a well-turned diſpoſition, She was 
indeed the propereſt conſoler of un- 
tameable grief; and although nature's 
prerogative « demanded * this admi- 
rible woman its reaſonable tribute, and 
thetears ſhe ſhed when Stephen, ſpeech. 
leſs. and almoſt diſtracted, claſped her 
to his agonizing boulum, proved: the mo- 
mentary triumph of that prerogative. 
It is true, that for ſeveral minutes they 
both. indulged a ſenſation, which, how 
ever indefinable in its eſſence, is the 
effect of a ſentiment, though painful, 
yet almolt delicious when joimly ap- 
propriated, however bitter it may act 
while covftined to a heart, ſolitary and 
incommunicable. 
40 Matilda,” cried the weeping father, 
when the , of grief admitted ar- 
nk ticulation 


ticulation—* Teach me, by thy forti- 
e tude and ſuperior powers, to bear this 
de horrible - this inevitable ſtroke. Ob, 


« ſay, if it be poſſible—Sayzf rom whence 
can we derive à hope of comfort? I 


« know you ill refer me to the moſt 
high To the crucihx—Toour patron 
" ee «But what, my beloved 
— Is not that reference ſufficien. | 
” 3 deeply feel our irreparable loſs— 
« So-far irreparable' as it concerns the 
« deprivation of a dear and invaluable 
« child ; yet, while ſmarting' under a 
« preſence” of weighty: calamity, we 
* ſhould: not forget that the diſpenſa- 
tion is from above—or that the ſtroke | 
is ſanctified by the hand which infficfs 
« jt,” „ Theſe art truly che confola- 
ions of an angel, obſerved the half. 
conquered- Stephen — «yet, to be de- 
« prived-fo unexpeRedly of an the pa- 
« rental enjoyment ſo lately reſtored” 
„All,“: interrupted Matilda, (ber coun- 
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tenance aſſuming, an auſtere. and 2 
lemn caſt UL H=did you ſay— Alas, 
1 xy buſband—What would our other 
precious blefling, our duteous Wil- 
2 liam think of a parent, whoſe grief 
« for one ſon. ſhould baniſh even the 

{ remembrance of another's exiſtence!” 
8 This maternal remonſtrance loſt not 

| its intended effect upon the ſoftened 

monarch-“ Pattern of goodneſs,” he 
cried, „whether as wife, mother, or 
25 chriſtian, who is like my Matilda? 
« —Who like her can teach, by, her 
*\ſyeet example, ſuch, forcible leſſons | 
« < of, reſignation, fortitude, and true 
_« tendernels of heart, without its im- 
4 becility—I was wrong, but ſhe has 
* corrected, me; nor ſhall. the weak- 
_< nels of irrational, ſorrow controul 
_ 2" operpiions _ mah on? : 
AU) 10 Þ I 4 £31449 : : 69h "_ The f 
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The judicious and affedtionate ap- 
plauſe of ſuch a conſort, as Matilda 
boaſted, could not fail of producing 
a ſweet effect on her tranquillized 
mind, while the look with which ſhe 
received it, was compoſed of the 
various ſentiments by which that mind | 
was impregnated; and before they E 
| ſeparated: ſhe beheld. in her lord's Ry 
guarded expreſſion of his grief, a proof 
of the wonders her affecting 1 185 

ſentation had renn 


8 The e immediately put every 

thing in a train for the execution of | 
the treaty ; and Maud would bave 5 
ſigned away - her preſent rights wih 
chcerfulneſs, but the claims of a, proud . | 
heart were not to be annihilated ſo 
eaſily. Softened and improved by 
various cauſes, it ſtill retained a fea- 
ture of its former propenſities, and 
ſwelled with a tranſient pang of re- . 
troſpection. 1 Clou- 


\ 
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Glouceſter, who ſaw and allowed 
for the natural reluQance, would have 


fupported her while ſhe traced her 
name upon the inſtrument ; but pale, 


weak, and trembling, it was with dif- 
ficulty he added his own ſignature, 
and ſtaggering againſt the legate, who 
ſtood beſide bim, faintly whiſpered, 


J would die at Gloucelter—Adieu, 
Tg ſilter.“ PC 


Diſtracted with this horrid termina- 
tion of her ultimate wiſhes, the Em- 


preſs could ſcarcely give the neceſſary 


commands for means to convey her 


dying brother to his beloved city; 


but on this occaſion, the legate hu- 


manely aſſiſted ; and Earl Robert re- 
”— hs laſt ud at his Own Ty 


That a nobleman ſo inflexible in an 
oe cauſe ſhould be. lamented 
vith 


1 
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with tl e trueſt regret, was a circum- 417 
Dance not eaſily parallelled—Even the _ 
new eſtabliſhed king, who has, indeed, 
been eventually preſerved by this 
great and good man, mixed the tears 
of friendſhip. with thoſe chat fell dor 

the death 15 Euſtace, 


FEE 
a © 


- 


The innocence and mie of Ma- | 
tilda's ideas, ſufered no. diminution 
from the ſarrgw. /he expreſſed at a loſs 
lo extreme But the grief of Maud, 
wild, turbulent, and impatient, was 
beyond alleviation, Left alone in the 
world without a male protetlor, and 
deprived even of the ſolace unlimited 
power once enſured her, ſhe retired _ 
in deep diſguſt from England, and 
ſought, in foreign climates, a change, 
at leaſt of ſorrow, which could only - 
be relieved by the proſpe& of her 

; fon” s future dignity. . 1 5 


5 . Lady 
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5 Lady de Warrenne, who could. not 
leave ber home, now rendered more 
155 precious by the expected return of her 
Hhuſfſband, paſſed her lonely hours. in 
| the mournful contemplation of that 
worth ſhe ſo juſtly appreciated, and 
had for ever loſt ; and in running the 
parallel between Maud and her in- 
valuable brother, obſerved how much 
the exerciſe of ſuperior virtues con- 
tributes to an 'effeQtual maſtery of the 
paſſions—an indulgence of the latter 
producing only ineffe&tual repentance 
—while the triumph of the former ap- 
pears brilliant. even in po 
5 ment. 5 
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